‘The Official Newsletter
of the
Village of Melrose Park

Late Summer 2025

A Message From Mayor Ronald M. Serpico

Best wishes to MP Police Chief Pitassi for a well-deserved retirement!
This Labor Day weekend, the Taste of Melrose Park marks its 43rd year ...

Come celebrate the diversity of food, culinary traditions, music and relationships built through sharing meals.

Dear Neighbors,

| want to begin this letter by wishing Melrose Park Police Chief Sam Pitassi a well-deserved retirement. For 51 years, Chief Pitassi served on the front
lines with a passion for keeping residents safe from harm. Sam grew up in Melrose Park, but started his career in law enforcement in Elk Grove Village
as a patrol officer. He only served that village for nine months when there was an opening in the Melrose Park Police Department, Sam jumped at the
chance to come back to his hometown to serve his neighbors and friends.

Chief Pitassi started as a Melrose Park patrol officer and steadily rose through the ranks. In 1983, he was promoted to serve
as a detective and eventually became the supervisor of detectives. In 1999, he rose to the rank of deputy chief and in 2007, his
hard work resulted in his being appointed chief of the Police Department.

A testament to his commitment to our village was the overflow crowd who attended the June 23 village board meeting to thank
him for his service. The hometown kid who grew up in the Winston Park area was one of those individuals who made our com-
munity a better place by living here. As a side note, Chief Pitassi has led the Feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Procession for the
past 18 years. Sam, | wish you nothing but the best in the next phase of your life as you and your wife travel and spend well-
deserved time with the grandkids.

This Labor Day weekend, a vibrant tapestry of flavors, cultures and communal spirit will come together at the Taste of Melrose
Park. Marking its 43rd year, this festival has become a crucial part of our local culture, bringing together residents and visitors

Ronald M. Serpico  2alike to celebrate the diversity of food, culinary traditions, music and the relationships built through sharing meals.

Mayor As always, this year's festival promises an experience filled with delicious bites, live music, fireworks and the kind of cama-
raderie that makes community gatherings so special. What makes the Taste of Melrose Park special is the 63 mostly family food
vendors, serving dishes passed down through generations ... all at an affordable price.

The laughter and excitement that echoes through the festival grounds create a lively atmosphere, reinforcing the message that food is not just about
sustenance, but also about creating joyful experiences with loved ones. With each bite, festivalgoers are indulging in a slice of Melrose Park's culinary
heritage.

As people tap their feet or sway along to the music, it becomes clear that the Taste is more than just a food event; it is a celebration of community, cul-
ture and unity. As attendees share laughter, stories and diverse culinary experiences, one thing is certain ... The Taste of Melrose Park proves that the
heart of a community truly lies in its ability to come

o o v ot the Tage Y e simple pleasure of Check Out www.MelrosePark.org to
Bon Appetit Learn More Ahout Our Community!

/ﬁ’z i Follow us on Facebook. Follow us on Instagram.

Celebrate the Taste!
Labor Day Weekend - Fri, Sat. & Sun, Aug. 29-31, 2025

Ethnic Foods Priced at $5 or Less! FREE Parking, Admission, Entertainment & Trolley Service

Village of Melrose Park Complex « 1000 N. 25th Ave. « Melrose Park, IL
g Friday, 5:30-11p.m. « Saturday, Noon-11p.m. * Sunday, Noon-10:30 p.m.

See the Taste of Melrose Park 2025 Entertainment/Food Info and Sponsor Ads on Pages 29-80!
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Vi“age Hallllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll(708) 343-4000
Hours — Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Birth Certificates - First Copy — $15, additional copies $4 each.
Death Certificates - First Copy — $17, additional copies $6 each.
Water, Tickets, Etc.

Office of the Mayor ...........(708) 343-4000, Ext. 4410

Police EMErYeNCY .....ccceemreemssessmsssmssmssanssmssnnssmssanssnsd 11
NON-EMEPYENCY ...oeeremenmssnseneannsensee( 708) 344-8409

Animal Control..........ccceeeeemmsenennnnnnnee(708) 344-8409

Fire EMEPYeNCY ....ceveemrernnssnnsssnnsssnnsssnnssnnssssnsssnnssnasd 1 1
NON-EMEPYENCY ....coeeeemmrrmrsnmsnnnnnnne(708) 344-1210

Public Safety/Homeland Security ........(708) 649-8000
Library ......cccceemsemssesssmssmssnsssnsnnsnnenees(708) 343-3391
Public WOPKS......cccureesressenssessensnennenene(708) 343-5128
Building and Cotle .........c.cceeeesemeeeneenne(708) 343-4000

ciVic centep lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll(708) 450-0555
Hall and Field Rentals, Sports, Etc.

SNOW RemoVal.........ccceemreemssmssannanesenes(708) 649-4450

Senior Services ................(708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448
Taste of Melrose Park

Dial A Ritle ........ccoonreremvmsnssmsnssmsnnnenennens(708) 343-7047
Proviso Township Assessor...............(708) 449-4304
Economic Development ............ccee......(708) 865-8809

Important Upcoming Dates
Village Board VIEEtiNGS ...........c-sseemsseemssennssneeeseAUIY. 25, SEPL. 22

Village Hall Holiday ClosSings .........ceceuseenee-..8€pL. 1, OCt. 13

Village of Melrose Park
Vehicle Sticker
Information

All vehicles registered in the village of Melrose Park are required to display
: acurrent year Melrose Park vehicle sticker. Stickers must be renewed

. every two years and must be displayed on or before Jan. 1 of the applica-
: ble year. They are valid from Jan. 1 through Dec. 31 of the following year.

Who Needs a Sticker?

+ All vehicles registered to a Melrose Park address.

+ All vehicles registered to businesses located in Melrose Park.

* You must buy a sticker within 30 days of moving into the village or pur-
chasing a vehicle.

! Vehicle Sticker Fees

Passenger Cars (Regular Vehicles)
+ Covers two years if purchased on time.

Seniors (Age 65+)

+ Covers two years if purchased on time.
» One free sticker per household (65 and older).
— Choose one free two-year passenger car sticker or one free one-
year B-truck sticker.
+ Second vehicle for a senior in the same household is $15 (half price).
+ Bring a valid driver’s license or state ID as proof of age to receive
your sticker.

: Car Vehicle Sticker Fees

First Year First Year First Year Second Year
Passenger Plate Jan.1-Feb. 28 March 1-June 30 July 1-Dec. 31 Jan. 1-Dec. 31
$30 $40 $55 $55

Note — If you purchased your vehicle or moved into town within the past 30
: days, you will pay the regular $30 fee, not the late penalty. Proof of vehicle
. purchase and residency is required.

Trucks

* Prices depend on the license plate class.
« Sticker is valid for one year only.

Truck Vehicle Sticker Fees

Plate Type Jan.1-Feb.28  March 1-June 30 July 1-Dec. 31
B Plate $50 $65 $95
C Plate $75 $90 $145
D Plate $75 $90 $145
F Plate $75 $90 $145
H Plate $75 $90 $145
J Plate $80 $95 $155
K Plate $80 $95 $155
L Plate $90 $105 $175
M Plate $95 $110 $185
N Plate $100 $115 $195
P Plate $105 $120 $205
Q Plate $105 $120 $205
R Plate $110 $125 $215
S Plate $115 $130 $225
T Plate $125 $140 $245
V Plate $135 $150 $265
X Plate $145 $160 $285
Z Plate $155 $170 $305

IMPORTANT — PLEASE READ
* You must bring your current state of Illinois vehicle registration card to
purchase stickers. (This proves your name, address and license plate.)

* No registration card = No sticker.
: - Late fees may apply if not purchased on time.
¢« Even if your vehicle is not parked at your home, you still need a sticker if

it is registered to a Melrose Park address.

For more information, please call (708) 343-4000
or visit www.melrosepark.ory.



Wrsident

Dear Meirose Park Director of Police Sam Pitassi ...

I’m writing to say thank you for your recent help. | came to your department
on Saturday, July 12, 2025, asking for an officer escort to go with me over
to O’Hare Towing Co.

My son worked for them for 12 years. He parked his truck the night of
April 29, full of personal tools and a tool chest inside the building full of
tools. We reached out to O’Hare two and a half months to return my son’s
belongings. One officer drove over with us. Another officer was already
there. His name is Tejeda (#39) (Report #202500013982-13972).

We had to go back two more times to finally get the tool chest released
from O’Hare. Your officer was there all three times — he’s an outstanding
officer. You should be proud to have him on your force. He was patient,
kind, understanding, professional and sympathetic — | can’t say enough
good praise about him.

We do appreciate the hard work that police officers do.

» From the family of Eric Wiseheart,
Diane Wiseheart

Dear Melrose Park Deputy Police Chief Anthony Greco ...

On behalf of Veterans Park District, we would like to extend a sincere
thanks and appreciation to your department for assisting with the incident
at Gouin Pool on Saturday, June 14, 2025.

Your officers handled the situation with professionalism, ensuring the
safety of all staff and residents without escalation or incident. Your pres-
ence and response were reassuring to our community and your dedication
to public service did not go unnoticed.

To show our gratitude, Veterans Park District would like to make a dona-

tion on your behalf to your police organization or a charitable cause of your :
: Saturday — between the carnival and the fireworks — with only a few police-

related incidents. | can only attribute this to the increased police presence.

choosing. Please let us know your preferred recipient.
We are truly grateful for your partnership and continued support in keep-
ing our community safe.
« Sincerely,
Bill Otte, Executive Director
Ronald Boscaccy, Vice President
Mary Copher, Treasurer

Thomas D. Olson, President
Diane Sampson, Secretary
Theresa Nardiello, Commissioner

Dear Melrose Park Deputy Police Chief Anthony Greco ...

: | am writing to you to express our appreciation for all the assistance your
: department has provided us within the last few months. As you know, May
: and June were extremely busy months for our department, including a
homicide and two gang-related shootings.

During our initial response to the homicide, officers encountered a chaot-

ic scene with an entire apartment full of potential withesses and offenders.
¢ Our patrol sergeant requested assistance from surrounding towns. Your

: officers responded immediately and assisted with securing the scene and
0000000000000 000000000000000000 transporting the subjects back to our department. Anytime we have ever
. asked for assistance from other agencies, we always have an immediate

response from the Melrose Park Police Department.

| also want to recognize two individual members from your department:

+ Ofc. Leonard Bartemio — Ofc. Bartemio’s assistance was crucial to our
identification of a suspect involved in both of our shootings. He was
able to provide us with intelligence that led us to the suspect who was
at Loyola Hospital with a gunshot wound. Charges in this case are
pending for DNA and ballistic lab results.

* Det. Dennis Natale — Det. Natale has been a continuing resource for
our Investigation Unit. He has been able to assist us with accessing
cellphone data that would have otherwise taken months to retrieve
through RCFL. We are extremely grateful for his assistance in both
our homicide investigation, as well as our shootings.

Deputy chief, thank you again for your assistance. You have an excellent

department who are always more than willing to go above and beyond to
: assist. If there is anything you need from us, please do not hesitate to
: reach out.

* Sincerely,
Brett Lettieri, Investigations Commander
City of Northlake Police Department

: Dear Melrose Park Police Chief Anthony Greco ...

: | want to express our gratitude for the assistance provided by your West

: Suburban SRT personnel, specifically Ofc. Rossi, Ofc. Schiller and Ofc.

: Menolascino at the Leyden Township Community Days summer festival on
: Saturday, June 28, 2025.

As you know, this was a joint event with Leyden Township and Veterans
Park District. We had approximately 6,000 people attent this event on

On behalf of Northlake Mayor Sherwin and Leyden Township Supervisor

Rocco Biscaglio, thank you and your officers for your support.

* Sincerely,
Ken Beres, Chief of Police,
City of Northlake Police Department

appreciate any assistance you can provide over the three-day festival.

All volunteers receive a 2025 Taste of Melrose Park T-shirt and we’re sure you’ll have plenty of fun!

Friday, Aug. 29 — 5-11 p.m. - Saturday, Aug. 30 — 11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. or 5:30-11 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 31 — 11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. or 5:30-10:30 p.m.

For more information or to volunteer,
please call Lorena at (708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448.

The 43rd Annual Taste of Melrose Park is
Looking for VOLUNTEERS to Be a Part of a Great Weekend

Mayor Serpico and the Taste of Melrose Park are seeking volunteers for the beverage booths (individual or
groups of eight or less) or ticket booths (a group of six or less) to help support this year’s big event and we




Always Stepping Up ...

Congrats MPPD Chief Pitassi ...
Happy Retirement!

“Congratulations on an impeccable career,” said Melrose Park Mayor Ron
Serpico to retiring Police Chief Sam Pitassi at the June 23 Village Board meet-
ing.

Mayor Serpico, at right, with new Police Chief Anthony Greco (left) thanked
Sam Pitassi for a record 51
years of service with the
Melrose Park Police
Department.

Originally hired by the village
of Elk Grove, Sam graduated
from the police academy and
worked for nine months before
jumping at the chance to work
in his hometown. A patrolman
from 1974 to 1982, he never
tested for a promotion; he had
only hoped that one day there
would be an opportunity to work
as a detective. That day not
only came in 1983, but Sam’s
passion for the position contin-
ued to pay off as he rose to the
rank of sergeant. detective, lieu-
tenant detective and detective
supervisor, never imagining he
would be sworn in as deputy
chief in 1999 and chief in 2007.
His official title became director of Police in 2016 — few others in law enforce-
ment have careers that span more than 50 incredible years. “l really do think it's
unprecedented,” said Mayor Serpico. “He has had an impeccable career, never
suspended, never reprimanded and represented Melrose Park with great
integrity.”

Asked to look back and reflect on any accomplishments that stand out, Sam is :
quick to tell good stories about his police partners, mentors and heroes, buthe
could only sum up his career in just a few words, “l wanted to leave the depart-
ment better than | found it and | think | did that.” No doubt many agreed with him :
as the Village Boardroom steadily filled up with old friends, neighbors, retired
police officers, current officers and village staff who came to wish him well. In
the first row, however, was what makes him especially proud — his family. “My
daughter is an amazing teacher, my son has been on the Police Department for :
12 years already, and my wife and | look forward to spending time with our
grandchildren,” said Pitassi.

“'m 73 now, it’s time for new thinking in the Police Department and I'm an old-
fashioned thinking guy. Chief Greco knows exactly what to do. As a commander
for the WESTAF Homicide Task Force (West Suburban Major Crimes Task
Force) and recipient of the FBI-LEEDA Award, residents can be sure that
Melrose Park’s officers will be well-prepared to meet the challenges of modern
policing. He has the best working with him — new deputy chiefs, Rodriguez and
Scudiero; watch commanders — Lt. Nocita and Rodriguez; and new Lt. Anzaldi
will take the department to the next level,” added Pitassi. “What a tremendous
honor it has been to work in Melrose Park.”

Retiring MP Police Chief Pitassi is pictured with

his family at the June 23 MP board meeting.

: On July 21-23, for three

: consecutive days,

: Melrose Park and

: Northlake fire depart-
ments partnered to partic-
ipate in a demonstration

: of commercial and resi-
dential sprinkler systems,
and fire alarm systems by
representatives of the Northern
lllinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory
Board.

Melrose Park’s Fire Station #3
parking/training area.

Melrose Park Fire
Department representatives
: attended Veterans Park

: District’s Career Day this
past July at the Bulger Park
complex.

: truck, viewed its compo-
: nents and learned its tasks
: and what it carries.

Lt. Mario Palermo, firefighters
: Nick Fiore and Christian

: Nowicki, and assistant chiefs
Frank Islami and
James Wrosch.

: enjoyed the time
they spent with our
community’s fire-
fighters.

MP, Northiake Firefighters Learn
Ahout Sprinkier/Alarm Goncerns

The event took place at

MP Firefighters Meet with
GCampers at VPD Gareer Day

Campers toured the fire

The MPFD team included

The campers

4
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Director of
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Department
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A IVIessage

Save the Date!
’F tI\Illlli||'0.¢seAPa|'k ;

irefighters’ Association
FALL RAFFLE (@t

DINNER Ea

Friday, Nov. 14, 2025 < 6 p.m.-???
Melrose Park Senior Genter
900 N. 25th Ave.  Melrose Park

$7000 Top Prize

($10,000 in Total Cash Prizes)

$100 Per Ticket ¢ Only 250 Tickets Will Be Sold
(Cost Includes raffle entry, dinner and more.)

Proceeds will be used to make charitable contributions to various organizations.

MELROSE PARK FIRE DEPARTMENT 2025 AD BOOK

To complement our Fall Raffle Dinner, the Melrose Park Firefighters’ Association
will be producing a commemorative ad hook showcasing the
many husinesses that have supported us in the past.

Cost of a full page ad is $200 and half page ads can he purchased for $125.

To purchase tickets or for ad hook information,
please call Dom DiFazio at (708) 890-0405.

Deadline to purchase raffle tickets or to reserve an ad is Friday, Oct. 31, 2025.



The Melrose Park Police Department encourages all residents to participate
in this important community safety initiative.

&

Village of
Melrose
Park




Melrose Park Police Department
A I\Ilessage

from Important Parking Notice

; i~o 10" Melrose Park Residents
Eﬂt'ﬁ:':; IE(I"III::?I  AQUICK NOTE TO UPDATE WEEKEND PARKING RULES
As of April 1, 2025, parking is permitted on
‘ hoth sides of the street on weekends
(Friday, 5 p.m.-Monday, 9 a.m.) until Dec 1, 2025.
These hours do not include the
Winston Park and West Meirose areas.

REMEMBER, PARKING IS NEVER ALLOWED ON
Chie of Pl EAST AND WEST STREETS - 2-6 A.IM.

ALL VILLAGE OF MELROSE PARK
PARKING RESTRICTIONS WILL BE STRICTLY
ENFORCED AND TICKETS WILL BE
WRITTEN FOR CARS VIOLATING
CURRENT AND FUTURE PARKING RULES.

STREET SWEEPING BEGAN TUESDAY, APRIL1

The street sweeper has been out sweeping roadways since April 1.
Please follow all street sweeping signs located on village roadways.
Remember to remove your vehicle from the street to help expedite sweeping.

.
.
.

Provide an Anonymous Grime Tip

The Melrose Park Police Department relies on individuals to help
prevent and solve crimes in our community.
If you have information about criminal activity, please submit it.
However, if you would like to be contacted by a police officer,
just include a telephone number or email address where you can be reached.
Submit to tips@melroseparkpd.com.

Visit the Melrose Park Police Department Wehsite at www.melroseparkpd.com ...
e For Meirose Park Police Department General Information e To Pay Tickets ¢ To Obtain Police Reports

The website can be translated to Spanish and Polish.




Village of Melrose Park
Residental Garbage Pickup
Information

Republic Services Garbage Schedule for Residential Bi-Weekly Pickup

24th Avenue to 11th Avenue - Tuesday and Friday
Winston Park Area — Tuesday and Friday
West Melrose — Tuesday and Friday
North of North Avenue — Tuesday and Friday
Republic Services is contracted to pick up your regular, everyday garbage and household items,
such as couches, tables, mattresses, box springs, desks and chairs, etc.

Recycling and yard waste is collected on Tuesdays from April through November and must be placed in a
33-gallon refuse can or biodegradable paper bags. Plastic bags will not be accepted.

All items are to be put out the night before or morning of scheduled garbage pickup.

Winston Park Area and West Melrose — Once garbage has been picked up, garbage container is to be
removed from curb line and placed back on resident’s property.

The Village of Melrose Park Public Works Department Garbage Pickup Schedule

24th Avenue to 10th Avenue — North Side from Cortez to North Avenue — Monday
24th Avenue to 10th Avenue — South Side from Cortez to Main Street — Tuesday
Winston Park Area — Wednesday West Melrose — Thursday North of North Avenue — Thursday

The village of Melrose Park Public Works Department pickup items include

all household remodeling items (homeowner/self — not contractor),
such as kitchen and bathroom cabinets, drywall and cement.

All items are to be put out the night before or before 7 a.m. the morning of scheduled garbage pickup.
Once village trucks have passed and picked up items, the trucks will not pass again.
Any other garbage items are not to be left out and are to be put out for the next scheduled pickup.

This service is for Melrose Park residents in single and two-flat buildings only.
Commercial and apartment buildings must use a private scavenger company.

Village of Melrose Park Public Works regular hours are 7 a.m.-3 p.m.
This information is also available at www.melrosepark.org.

ATTENTION RESIDENTS — GALL TO REQUEST REPLAGEMENT RESIDENT GARBAGE CANS

For a missing or damaged garbage can, please call the

Melrose Park Public Works Department directly at (708) 343-5128
to request a replacement garbage can.

REPLACEMENT RESIDENT RECYGLING CANS

For the new larger recycling cans, please call the
Melrose Park Public Works Department directly at (708) 343-5128 to request a recycling can.
The smaller recycling can will no longer be available at the village
Public Works Department or from Republic Services.



Village of Melrose Park

Public Works
Report .

Gary Marine,
Multi- Pul'pose Flﬂlll

Director of Public Works
A new state-of-the-art,

multi-purpose field has
been set in place at the
Ralph “Babe” Serpico
Memorial Field on 25th
Avenue. The new diverse
field can be used for a foot-
ball field, soccer field, uni-
fied lacrosse field and a
new walking track. The field

is now open to the public.

Feeding Wildlife

Attention Winston Park Area Residents — Please refrain from feeding wildlife,
especially deer, around the Winston Park area. The food is attracting skunks
and raccoons, and they are becoming a nuisance throughout this area.

Attention Residents Along
Silver Greek
Embankment

Please refrain from throwing grass clippings
and any other yard waste into the creek.

25th Avenue Municipal Lot

25th and Augusta has been paved for additional free parking for residents. The
Civic Center’s east and west lots have been repaved as well.

Street Parking
Restriction Signs

Please follow all street parking restriction signs posted throughout the village.

Street Sweeping

The street sweeper has been out sweeping roadways. Please follow all

street sweeping signs located on village streets. Please remove your vehi- :

cle from the street to help expedite sweeping.

2025 - Fall Tree Planting Program

The list is now open for 2025 — Fall Tree Planting. To request a tree for
2025, please call the Public Works Department at (708) 343-5128.

2025 - 50/50 Sidewalk Program

If you would like to participate in the 2025 — 50/50 Sidewalk Program to
request replacement of sidewalk squares, please call the Public Works
Department at (708) 343-5128 for more information.

This stabilization project restores

: the natural balance of the creek LY VA% ‘

SILVER CRE_EK
N

by restoring the embankment,

: and bringing back native land-

: scape and shrubbery along with
: aquatic habitat. This is an invalu-
: able stream system that provides
storm water runoff, flood man-

: agement and many other bene-

: fits for the residents of Melrose

: Park.

Melrose Park Doy Park

: The village of Melrose Park

: Dog Park hours are 8 a.m.-8

: p.m., seven days a week

: throughout the summer and

: fall. The fenced-in Dog Park is
: located at 13th and Main

: Street. Dog Park licenses are
: available at the Village Hall.

Please follow rules posted

at the park.

Silver Creek Restoration Project

: Under the direction of Mayor Ronald M. Serpico, the Village of Melrose
: Park Public Works employees constructed the Silver Creek Eagles Nest
: Park. This is a natural preserve that includes a walking path and a pavil-
: ion/gazebo, along with a canoe/kayak launch.

Phase 5 and 6 of the
Silver Creek Stabilization Project have been completed.

Phase 7 is underway.

MAYOR RONALD M. SERPICO
MELROSE PARK

Silver Creek Trail Park

: The Silver Creek Trail Park is located off of First Avenue. The trail is cen-
: tered off the pond between Silver Creek and its tributary, the Des Plaines
: River. Native plants of this area were once lost to development and are

Under Mayor Serpico’s direction, the lot on 25th Avenue and Augusta has been : o, being reintro-

paved and open for free parking to residents. The lot on the northeast corner of : 4 ,ced to the area. With
§ the heIp of these native | \ B e it 7*—~7 : ZE‘\,NE ; — ) \’;
! plants, more wildlife is |~ ¢ / ' :
: returning to the area —
: from the Bald Eagle

: (sighted in the area),

: the Northern Pike, Red
: Foxes, Black-Crowned
: Night Herons and
Cooper’s Hawk, to name a few.

P Sllver Creek Interpretlve Trall B

N
S

Do’s and Don’ts While Visiting the Silver Creek Trail Park
1. No littering. Please clean up after any activities.
2. Pets must be leashed.
3. Smoking or fires are prohibited.
4. Please clean up pet waste and dispose of it.
5. Do not disturb any plants, trees or wildlife.
6. No loitering.
7. No hunting.
8. Fishermen must clean up any cut line, bail containers and all litter.
9. Park opens one hour after sunrise and closes one hour before sunset.
10. Enjoy the park.

The Public Works employees are always in full force, working to keep the village of Melrose Park clean and well-maintained.

If you have a request, please feel free to call Gary M. Marine, director of Public Works at (708) 343-5128.
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show Your Support for
Our Veterans and Those

Gurrently Serving Our Gountry!

CGall the Village Hall Today to
Reserve a Hag in Their Honor

In 2014, Mayor Serpico and the Melrose Park Youth Commission launched
Melrose Park’s Avenue of Flags campaign and we’re continuing our efforts.

Flags representing the United States of America, the state of lllinois,
the village of Melrose Park, the United States Army, United States Navy,
United States Air Force, United States Marines, United States Coast Guard,
United States Space Force and POW/MIA are being displayed
on lightpoles within the village.

If you know of a veteran or someone currently serving from the community and
would like to have a flag displayed on a lightpole near their home, please call the
Melrose Park Village Hall at (708) 343-4000 with details on their U.S. military branch.

Melrose Park is Looking for Residents
Currently Serving in the Military

Attention Residents
The village of Melrose Park would like to know of

*t R ***—‘ any residents who are currently serving in the military.
X . . .
If you have a family member or know of a resident who is,

SEmpgg parATY®
1790

~H please contact Jasmine Mendez
M via email — jmendez@melrosepark.org or
m by phone — (708) 343-4000, Ext. 4414.

Donations of any amount to support Melrose Park’s Avenue of Flags initiative are appreciated and can
be sent to: Village of Melrose Park/Avenue of Flags, 1000 N. 25th Ave., Melrose Park, lll. 60160.
Please make checks payable to the Melrose Park Youth Commission
or Melrose Park Sports & Family Benefit Fund.

—
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Village of Melrose Park Senior News

From the Desks of Peggy DiFazio, Director of Senior Services, Special Events and Taste of Melrose Park,
and Lorena Anguiano, Bi-Lingual Services

Senior Services

Need help with Medicare, veterans henefits, circuit breakers, etc.?
Need sources for home health care, equipment, etc.?
Have guestions you need resources for? We can help. Call Peggy DiFazio at (708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448.

Donation of I\Ilohility Need Items — canes, Wheelchail's, Walkel's, Etc.
The Melrose Park Senior Genter is currently accepting donations of canes,
wheelchairs, walkers, etc., that can he given to those in need.

If you have something you would like to donate, please call Peggy DiFazio at (708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448.
Benefit Access Prngram Benefits

Senior Ride Free Transit Benefit e Persons with Disahilities Free Transit Ride ¢ Secretary of State License Plate Discount

Beneficio te Acceso para el Programa de Beneficios

Beneficio de Transporte Gratuito para personas NMayores de 65 anos e Transporte Gratuito para Personas con Incapacidades
Descuento para la Placa de su Garro en la Secretaria del Estado

For more information, please call (708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448 or Ext. 4452.

Village of
Melrose Park

Mayor Serpico
and the
Village of Melrose Park

Interested parties will be listed on a

are SGGKing special property m_aintenanfc?_ ;erl\;ices page
- in upcoming issues of The Rose.
Landscaping and To be considered, please send
Snow Removal Professionals :  acopyofyour businesscardto
- - : Director of Senior Services Peggy DiFazio
(1 Pl'ﬂ\"de A"m'dahlv Pl'lced (peg@melrosepark.org)
Assistance to Our Residents or you can cal

: (708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448,
When Nﬂﬂdﬂd ann for more information.
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Free Exercise for
Melrose Park

Distanced
Activity

Face
Masks
Required

Socially Semcrs

Come Join in the Fun with
Instructor Barb Rubright
of Rube’s Garage!

Monday-Friday « 9-10 a.m.

Melrose Park Civic Center
1000 N. 25th Ave. » Melrose Park

For more information, please call (708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448.




Gonvenient Ride Service Now Available 8:15 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

The Village of Melrose Park Dial A Ride Program provides public trans-
portation to any location within Melrose Park’s boundaries. No one is

turned away from utilizing this service. Riders are encouraged to use the

program to do their everyday needs, such as grocery shopping, doctor
appointments, etc. We are also handicapped accessible.

This service is available to residents Monday-Friday, 8:15 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

To make a reservation, please call (708) 343-7047. You can make
appointments between the hours of

9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday. We

are closed on Saturdays and

Sundays, and all major holidays. To

book an appointment or make a can-

cellation, you must call at least 24

hours in advance.

Policies and Procedures

1) Only one reservation per rider per
day. NO EXCEPTIONS!

2) Only two appointments a week
can be made for miscellaneous use, such as grocery shopping, etc.
Anyone using the van for doctor appointments, etc., may use the ser-
vice up to three times a week.

3) You must stay at the destination you are going to for a minimum time
of an hour. Any residents of Victory Centre MUST go with the group
provided at their center for grocery shopping, etc. Any doctor appoint-
ment can be made with us.

4) Only three shopping bags per rider. Forgotten items in the van will be
returned at the next pickup date.

Please note that our service is getting more popular every day so we will

try to accommodate your needs to the best of our ability.

\Iil!age of Mel_l'ose Park
Dial A Ride Program
for MP Residents

. Mayor Serpico
. encourages
resitdents
to use this
. convenient
. transportation
. pesource
for their
everyday
neets,
such as
shopping,
. doctor
. appointments,
ete.

Call (708) 343-7047 for service.
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From the Desk of Ghief Phil Schwartz

Melrose Park Departments of
Homeland Security Public Safety

Public Information Regarding Resident Safety
Outdoor Warning System

Melrose Park has a siren warning system at multiple locations throughout the community. The system consists of several sirens strategically located
throughout the village and is intended to provide outdoor warning of impending danger. You may only hear the sirens if you are out-
side. Please review the following information as it explains the function, operation and procedures associated with the Village of
Melrose Park Outdoor Warning Siren System.
Warning System Activation
The system is designed to notify the community by alert warning and attack warning signals. the signals are standardized for out-
door warning devices by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
Alert Warning
An alert warning signal is a three- to five-minute steady siren. This signal is used during a severe weather emergency or funnel cloud sight-
ing. The reporting area includes a 10-mile perimeter around the village. The alert warning signal shall indicate to all persons to "immediate-
ly seek shelter, turn on your radio or television and listen for essential emergency information." Please note, severe weather watches are reports of
weather conditions in which tornados could occur. The warning system is not activated for severe weather watches.
Attack Warning
An attack warning signal is a three- to five-minute wavering siren. This signal means that an actual attack against the United States has been detected
and that the Federal Emergency Broadcast System has been activated. According to federal government guidelines, this signal will be used for no other
purpose and will have no other meaning. The use of indoor warning systems is essential, as most residents and businesses will not hear the warning
system unless they are outside. An indoor warning system includes commercial broadcast radio, television stations, cable television override systems,
tone activated radio receivers and public address systems in public buildings.
Listen for the Siren Testing the First Tuesday of Every Month at 10 a.m.
It is important that the village system be tested on a regular schedule to ensure proper operation and to assist in educating the public to recognize the
different warning signals. Testing occurs the first Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. Federal and state guidelines indicate that monthly warning system
tests should occur in the following manner:

+ Alert warning signal (steady siren) will sound for one minute.

+ One minute of silence.

« Attack warning signal (wavering siren) will sound for one minute.
This testing procedure will establish a test pattern different from that used in an actual emergency when the signals are sounded for three to five minutes.
Reactivation
Once it is activated, the warning sirens will not be reactivated for the same incident. The warning sirens will be reactivated for new, confirmed incidents.
All Clear
In keeping with established policies, the village of Melrose Park will not issue the all clear for any alert or attack signals. Please monitor commercial radio
and television for further information.

Sheltering In Place
Should | Shelter at Home?

Taking appropriate shelter is critical in times of disaster. Sheltering is appropriate when conditions require that you seek protection in your home, place of
employment or other location when disaster strikes. Sheltering outside the hazard area could include staying with friends and relatives, seeking commer-
cial lodging or staying in a mass-care facility operated by disaster relief groups.

To effectively shelter, you must first consider the hazard and then choose a place in your home or other building that is safe for that hazard. For example, for a
tornado, a room should be selected that is in a basement or an interior room on the lowest level away from corners, windows, doors and outside walls.

The safest locations to seek shelter vary by hazard. Be Informed about the sheltering suggestions for each hazard.

There may be situations, depending on your circumstances and the nature of the disaster, when it's simply best to stay where you are and avoid any
uncertainty outside by sheltering in place.
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The length of time you are required to shelter may be short, such as during a tornado warning, or long, such as during a winter storm or a pandemic. It
is important that you stay in shelter until local authorities say it is safe to leave. Additionally, you should take turns listening to radio broadcasts and main-
tain a 24-hour safety watch.

During extended periods of sheltering, you will need to manage water and food supplies to ensure you and your family have the required supplies and quantities.
Guidelines for Staying Put (Sheltering In Place)

Whether you are at home, work or elsewhere, there may be situations when it's simply best to stay where you are and avoid any uncertainty outside.

There may be circumstances when staying put and creating a barrier between yourself and potentially contaminated air outside, a process known as
"sealing the room," is a matter of survival.

Use common sense and available information to assess the situation and determine if there is immediate danger. If you see large amounts of debris in
the air, or if local authorities say the air is badly contaminated, you may want to take this kind of action.

The process used to seal the room is considered a temporary protective measure to create a barrier between you and potentially contaminated air out-
side. It is a type of sheltering in place that requires preplanning.

Additional Sheltering in Place Guidelines

* Bring your family and pets inside.

* Lock doors, close windows, air vents and fireplace dampers.

* Turn off fans, air conditioning and forced air heating systems.

* Take your emergency supply kit, unless you have reason to believe it has been contaminated.

+ Go into an interior room with few windows, if possible.

+ Seal all windows, doors and air vents with 2-4 mil. thick plastic sheeting and duct tape. Consider measuring and
cutting the sheeting in advance to save time.

+ Cut the plastic sheeting several inches wider than the openings and label each sheet.

* Duct tape plastic at corners first and then tape down all edges.

* Be prepared to improvise and use what you have on hand to seal gaps so that you create a barrier between yourself and any contamination.

* Local authorities may not immediately be able to provide information on what is happening and what you should do. However, you should watch TV,
listen to the radio or check the internet often for official news and instructions as they become available.

For more information, call (708) 649-8000 or visit www.mpdes.org.

Answer the Call...

Melrose Park's Homeland Security and Public Safety Departments
are NOW Recruiting!

* Interested in public safety, emergency services and first responder volunteer opportunities? Become a member of
the Village of Melrose Park Departments of Homeland Security and Public Safety.

« Team members gain real-world emergency services experience in the areas of police, fire, criminal justice,
public safety, computer IT, telecommunications and weather-related disasters.

+ Learn on state-of-the-art technologies and equipment that will give you expert training for potential career opportunities.
+ We are seeking individuals who take pride in wearing the uniform and helping to provide public safety to our community.

We are Gurrently Recruiting for ...

+ Adults for both volunteer and paid positions in our 311 Telecommunications Centers, as well as reserve (auxiliary
police) officers.

+ High school students (14 years and older) to join our cadet programs — a unique experience which gives students the
opportunity to gain public safety career exploration and training.

Questions? Please call us at (708) 649-8000 or email us today at training@mpdhs.net to join one of the most prestigious
public safety departments in the region!

Visit our wehsite at www.mpps.us for
more information ahout our department.




Melrose \lllage Hall News

park Village Hall Hours — 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday through Friday

(May be subject to change.)

Birth Certificates
Birth Certificates — $15 each,
$4 per additional certification or copy requested.

We only provide birth certificates if the individual was born in Melrose Park.
Birth certificates can be only be obtained by the individual themselves,
a parent, or legal guardian.

A valid ID is required or in a legal guardian case,
the proper documentation is required along with the valid ID.

Death Certificates
Death Certificates (Including Fetal Death) — $17 each, $6 per additional certification or copy requested.

Vehicle Sticker Information
New stickers can be purchased at the Village Hall. Pricing varies based on type of vehicle.

For additional information, please call the Village Hall at (708) 343-4000.

You Can Change a Life!

JJegemens. . Contact Us at (312) 207-5290 or

Funds, in whole or in part, for this puiblication were provided through AgeOptionsunder Title Il -
of the Older American Act as administered through the lllinois Department on Aging and the ma I o “ n cn nssa = org =

Federal Administration on Aging.
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THE LIBRARY!

www.mpplibrary.org
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KEEP UPDATED!

Stream.

MEDIA ON DEMAND | LIBBY APP:

BORROW EBOOKS,
AUDIOBOOKS, MAGAZINES, &
MORE--ALL FOR FREE!

FREEGAL MUSIC: ACCESS

MILLIONS OF SONGS TO STREAM,

TO DOWNLOAD, & TO CREATE
YOUR OWN PLAYLISTS.

SWAN LIBRARIES + APP:
MANAGE YOUR ACCOUNT,

ACCESS THE CATALOG, SAVE YOUR

CARD AND MORE.

Check our websil:e or call for
Jche moch currenJc informal:ion
on hours and procedures.

0 O

Download, & More!

COMICS PLUS: ENJOY UNLIMITED
ACCESS TO 1000S OF DIGITAL
COMICS,GRAPHIC NOVELS, &MANGA.

KANOPY: STREAM POPULAR FILMS,
AWARD-WINNING FILMS, FOREIGN
FILMS, KID'S FILMS, & DOCUMENTARIES
WITHOUT PAYING A DIME.

HOOPLA: READ, LISTEN, AND WATCH
EBOOKS, AUDIOBOOKS, MOVIES,
MUSIC, COMICS, & TV SHOWS

WITH YOUR LIBRARY CARD.

MPPLibrary.oré

801 N Broadway
Melrose Park, IL 60160
mps@mpplibrary.orj
(708)649-7400

Mon Wed Fri 9:00am - 5:00pm

Tue Thu 9:00am - 7:00pm

sat 10:00am - 2: 0O0pm

Last Sal:urday of the month - Closed
Sunday - Closed

Memorial Day l:hru Labor Day - Closed on Sal:urdays
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COMPUTER HELP SESSION

Learn computers and become adept with the
one on one help of our knowledgeable instructor.

Loarn New SkillS:  Mondays @3:30 PM- 4:30 pm  Registration Required
" E-Mu';u August 4 | 18th Novernbor 3 | ©0IL(708) B49-7485
2 St Word :;:1(;;\::»_« (6 Ni;?r-a December 8 | 22nd Emaill; m'omwu(c’y”g :
« Printing and more im

Adults & Sendor Program

COZY
COMFORT
CUISINE

Popular Chef, Susan Maddox, will return for a cooking

W

demonstration celebrating the fall season
Samples and recipes will be included!

Saturday, September 20th @ 11:00 AM- 1:00 PM

Registration is required!
Call: {708) 649-7485

Email: mpref@mpplibrary.org /

Adults & Senior Program

MEDICARE 101

Grace Kwon will present this seminar 10 help get you up to
speed on what Medicare covers, what it doesn't, and your
potential out-of-pocket exposure, She will discuss
Supplements, Advantage Plans, Part D Prescription
Coverage, and cost-saving strategies for the years ahead.

Saturday, November 1st @ 12:30 PM - 1:30 PM

Registration is required!
Online: mpplibrary.org

Call: (708) 649-7485

Emali: mpref@mpplibrary.ocg

ADULTS | SENIORS PROCRAM

thing,
meditation, stretching in the chair,
some standing poses, & ends with
relaxation, No egquipment needed

FRIDAYS:
10:30 AM - Ti:30 AM

2025 DATES

September 19th
October 17th
November 14th
December 19th

Register Today!
BEGIN Y OUIR JOURNEY

MEDITATION
SOUNDBATH

Please bring your own yoga mat

Registration Required

Oct. 18, 2025

Saturday
1200 PM - 1,00 PM

C ellbrqry.orp
orglavents

PAINT THE TOWN

Join us as an instructor from Paint The Town guides you

Registration Required

through painting your own masterpiece!
ONLINE: mpplibrory.org

PHONE: (708) 649-7485

No experience needed! All materials will be provided!

EMAIL: mpref@mpplibrary.org
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All dates and times are subjecjc to Chané without prior notice. Please see the Websijce, or call us for
updal:ed programmin information. Qllfrozrams at the library are free but registration is required. MPPL
egis

card holders have firs prioril:y. Tor

er, or with any further quesl:ions, please call 708.649.7400.




& =

www.mpplibrary.org

- Youth Servicea

{ ) ' Online Storytimes & MaKe—\T—Monda\/s

Make it Mondays: Make something special the 1st and
3rd Monday of the month! Stop in the library to grab
your craft bag and instructions. Ages 3 and up.

Y v RS AR

September - gy

Online Storytime: We are posting virtual story times online! You
will find all our videos on our website. New videos will be posted
on the first Wednesday of every month at 10am. We hope you
can join us from the comfort of your home! Ages 1-5.

Bilingual Online Storytime: Our bilingual story times will be
posted on the third Wednesday of every month at 10am for

our littlest patrons. Stop by the library for the companion
activity packet and craft and then be sure to find the

video on our website! Ages 1-5.

Trailside ® MPPL

All daJces an Jcimes re subjec{ l:o chang without prior notice. Please see the Websil:e, or call us for
updajced programming information. llfrograms at the library are free but regi

lslzraﬂon is required. MPPL
card holders have first priority. To register. or with any further ques{ions; please call 708.649.7400.
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MELROSE PARK

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
& COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

v

Welcome New Memhbers

The Melrose Park Chamber of Commerce and Community Development (MPCCCD) welcomed three new businesses as members in June and July. Please
help us welcome Margaritas Restaurant; Arepa Express, LLC; and the Village of Hillside on their membership and partnership with the MPCCCD.

We also want to give special thanks to the seven businesses that renewed memberships in June and July and continue to participate in networking events,
information sessions, and provide feedback and surveys to help the chamber connect them with the resources and solutions needed to support and fuel eco-
nomic growth in our community. Please join us in thanking and supporting these local businesses, they are North Park Medical Group; Scudiero’s ltalian Bakery
and Deli; The Kids Lounge; Lake Book Manufacturing, LLC.; Pollo Campero; Leyden Township; and International Bank of Chicago.

The Melrose Park Chamber of Commerce and Community Development now has over 225 members and the list continues to grow each month. If you are not
currently a member of the MPCCCD, please reach out to Isaac Bazbaz, executive director, via email at Ibazbaz@mpcccd.org or call (708) 343-9500 and he will
schedule a time to meet with you to discuss the benefits of partnering and working with our chamber.

For information about membenrship, please visit the chamber wehsite Membership page at https://mpcccd.org/benefits-dues/.

Join Us at The Taste of MP for Bingo, Raffle and Fun!

The Melrose Park Chamber of Commerce will be hosting Bingo and for its fourth consecutive year at the Taste 2025! All Bingo games and the MPCCCD
Raffle are 50/50 payouts with winners receiving 50% of the cash prizes and the other 50% will again be donated to the Our Lady of Mount Carmel Food
Pantry. MPCCCD Executive Director Isaac BazBaz said, “Hosting Bingo at the Taste is a great opportunity to connect with the community and make a dif-
ference by supporting the OLMC Food Pantry. Last year, we were able to join Mayor Serpico and present a $7,000 check to the pantry just ahead of the
holiday season with the money raised during Bingo!”

Join us in the Gym (entrance is by the Peroni Garden) for some Bingo Fun Friday night, and Saturday and Sunday, 1-8 p.m., for your chance to win a lit-
tle $$$ and help us make a difference in the community.

sSummer Fun and Community Gonnections

August and September have become big community months for the Melrose Park Chamber of Commerce and Community Development (MPCCCD) First
up again this year was the National Night Out, Aug. 5, and the chamber joined our first responders from Melrose Park’s Police Department, Fire
Department, Homeland Security — Public Safety, Department, West Suburban Major Crimes Task Force,
West Suburban Response Team, US Army and other local businesses to welcome the community and
truly just have a good old neighborhood gathering.

On Aug. 16, the MPCCCD again joined Maywood School District 89 for its annual Back to School Picnic
and resource fair for all kids in District 89 schools.

As the chamber has done the past four years, we raffled bikes ranging in sizes that fit all kids in grades
K-eighth, with 10 lucky students taking a new bike home from the picnic. Only school-age students were
eligible to win and registration was limited to one per student.

Aug. 29-31 is the 43rd Taste of Melrose Park and the MPCCCD will be hosting Bingo for the fourth year
as mentioned previously. Mark your calendars and bring the family for a weekend of fun, food and
entertainment, and come by the Gym for a few games of Bingo or to buy a 50/50 raffle ticket (or a few). Last year’s payouts from Bingo and the 50/50 raf-
fle were $7,000 and the other $7,000 was donated to the Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Pantry.
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Connecting
Businesses
to Resources

On July 22, the Melrose Park Chamber of Commerce hosted its monthly
business breakfast and seminar. The July session was the chamber’s
Annual Access to Capital panel discussion. This year’s panel included
representatives from Pan American Bank, Proviso Community Bank,
Huntington Bank and included a representative from Allies for
Community Business (A4CB), which specializes in alternative financing
and start-up loans for new and emerging businesses.

This meeting was attended by local business leaders and there was
tremendous discussion on the special programs available to support
small and midsized businesses with guidance to help them prepare for
the application process and what to expect after an application is submit-
ted.

We want to thank everyone for attending the event and panel discus-
sion, as well as the networking and one-on-one conversations that hap-
pened after the event.

Upcoming Seminars and Networking Events

The MPCCCD primary functions are to connect businesses to resources and to connect businesses to business customers. These are accomplished
through the regular monthly breakfast seminars, as well as the quarterly chamber After Hours Networking events. Our next calendared events are:

+ Sept. 9 is planned for the next quarterly chamber After Hours Networking Event. Although the location for this event has not been finalized, this is a
date you want to save on your calendar. The last event was hosted by 5 Stars Sports and was attended by over 80 local business and community
leaders, and we look forward to the next event exceeding 80 attendees. If you are running low on business cards, this is the event you will want plenty
for, so stock up now!

+ Sept. 16 will be a seminar and training opportunity for the restaurant and hospitality businesses that will feature representatives from Triton College
speaking on food safety and sanitation that will lead to industry-recognized certifications. If you are not currently receiving email information on cham-
ber events, please register for emails and newsletters at https://mpcccd.org so that you receive registration information when it is released later this
month.

Learn More Ahout the
Melrose Park Chamber of Gommerce
and Community Development!

If you are not getting emails from the MPCCCD about events, training or technical assistance offered for certifications, grant applications, etc., sign up for
our newsletters at https://mpcccd.org. You can also follow the chamber on Facebook or LinkedIn to stay current on chamber activities.

To schedule an appointment to learn more about the chamber or to get information on membership, please reach out to
Isaac Bazbaz, executive director, via email at ibazbaz@mpcccd.org or call (708) 343-9500 and he will schedule a time to meet with you.
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MP Community Comes
Together to Celebrate
National Night Out

On Tuesday, Aug. 5, Melrose Park host-
ed its annual National Night Out for
Public Safety at the Melrose Park Civic

Center. Residents of all ages showed

up to celebrate an evening of neighbor-

hood unity, public safety awareness and

family-friendly fun.

Thank you to the Melrose Park Police,

Fire and Homeland Security — Public
Safety departments, also to the West Suburban Major Crimes Task
Force, West Suburban Response Team, U.S. Army, Veterans Park
District, Melrose Park Chamber of Commerce and Community
Development, and a number of local businesses and organizations
for making this year’s public festival another Melrose Park successful
event.

The big night was filled with appreciation for our local heroes!

Your Adventure Starts Here

Whether you're planning a cross-country road trip, need expert RV repairs
or want to earn with your unused RV - Northern Lights Recreation has you covered.

v Premium Class A & Towable RV Rentals.

v Exper.‘t RV Repairs & Remodels. Will Smith
v Consignment Rentals — President
\We Rent Your RV for You. Will@Northernlightsrecreation.com
v Aurora-Ready Vehicles & Trip Planning Tips. (844) 4-RENT-RVS
northernlightsrecreation.com
SERVICE CENTER SPECIALISTS 704 N Rose Farm Rd.
We fix and upgrade all makes & models. Woodstock, IL 60098

RV RENTALS From custom remodels to seasonal prep

— trust the pros.
REPAIRS Based in McH p lllinoi Serving All S ding A
- Based in McHenry, lllinois — Serving urrounding Areas.
REMODELING - Book or Learn More: rent.northernlightsrecreation.com.

CONSIGNMENT . (844) 4-RENT-RVS | info@northernlightsrecreation.com.

Trusted. Local. Passionate About the Road.
Let the Northern Lights guide vour next journey.
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Hermansen Gets First Book Published
Schedules Book Signing for Sept. 13

Amanda Hermansen, a Melrose Park resident since 1999, wrote her first book in 2020 and finally met her goal of getting it
published this past summer. The book titled Unearthing Secrets was published under the pen name Manda Lynn and is
currently available for purchase online at Amazon and Barnes & Noble with an e-book version also available.

Hermansen graduated from Walther Christian Academy in 2014, Concordia University Chicago in 2017 (BSBA with a major
in accounting and a minor in church/not-for-profit management) and Western Governors University in 2023 (Master of Arts in
English education (secondary)). She is currently employed as an accounting associate at Lutheran Child and Family Services.

On Saturday, Sept. 13, 1-3 p.m., Amanda will be hosting a free book signing event (https://www.facebook.com/share/174SYRYWXr/)
at Walther Christian Academy in Melrose Park. Interested parties are welcome to bring books that were already purchased and that
they’d like to have signed. A limited quantity will be on sale at the event, as well.

Hermansen’s author journey and updates can be followed on Facebook (Manda Lynn Books) or Instagram (mandalynn.books).

Time to Gelebrate ...
Melrose Park Block Parties with
Street Closures are Now Allowed

Residents wishing to have a block party must bring or mail in an application for a special permit in
the Building Department at the Village Hall. The permit is free, but must be submitted to the village
trustees for approval since traffic must be rerouted to accommodate a party. The village will provide
barricades on both ends of the block. Any questions, please call (708) 343-4000 and ask for the
Mayor’s Office. For a Block Party Permit Application, visit MelrosePark.org.

FOR SALE — 2022 Ram 3900 ¢ VIN 3G/WRNEL/NG389192

Owner — Daviti Gaimarjvashvili e Lienholder — Stellantis Financial Services e Gurrent Amount Due — 323,875
For more information, please call Paul at ATC Truck and Body, 1529 N. 31st Ave., Melrose Park ... (312) 848-4004.

Village Hall Announces Holiday Closings

The Melrose Park Village Hall will be closed for the following holidays:
Labor Day — Monday, Sept. 1, 2025; Columbus Day — Monday, Oct. 13, 2025;
Veterans Day - Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025; Thanksgiving Day — Thursday, Nov.
27, 2025; Day After Thanksgiving — Friday, Nov. 28, 2025; Christmas Eve (1/2

Day) — Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2025; Christmas Day — Thursday, Dec. 25,
2025; New Year’s Eve (1/2 Day) — Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2025; and
New Year’s Day — Thursday, Jan. 1, 2026.

Residents are asked to make note of the dates listed.
For more information, call the Village Hall at (708) 343-4000.

Public Notice Regarding
Scheduled Board Meetings

Take notice that the village of Melrose Park, Cook County, lllinois,
will conduct the regular scheduled meetings of the president and
the board of trustees on the second and fourth Mondays of each
calendar month, unless otherwise noted, at 6 p.m. at the Village
Board Meeting Room located on the first floor of the Melrose Park
Police Department, 1 N. Broadway Ave., Melrose Park.

The remaining schedule for calendar year 2025 is: Aug. 25;
Sept. 22; Oct. 27; Nov. 24; and Dec. 22.

For more information, call (708) 343-4000.
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Village of
Melrose Park
Garage Sale Notice

Garage Sales are Back ...
it's Time to Sell All Those Treasures

The rules on garage sales held in the village of Melrose Park are as follows:
Garage sales will be held on the third weekend only during the months of May, June,
July, August and September. Sales are to be conducted on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the designated week-
ends. No sales are allowed on Sundays.
The remaining dates for 2025 are Aug. 21-23 and
Sept. 18-20.
Garage sales shall be conducted only during the hours of
9 a.m.-5 p.m.
No permit is needed for garage sales, however the follow-
ing rules must be followed:

- No garage sales may be conducted in apartment
buildings.

* No garage sales in the frontyard, i.e., on the grass.

- All garage sales to be conducted in backyard, garage or on driveway.

- All sale items to be displayed on tables, not on the ground.

* No sale items shall be located and no sale activity shall be conducted in the
frontyard area, on the premises of any public sidewalk, parkway area or other
public property.

* No sale signs, handbills or other advertising material shall be located or posted
upon public parkway or on public property, signs, poles or light poles within the
village of Melrose Park.

- Signs advertising the sales shall not exceed 3-by-5 feet and may be located only
in the frontyard (private property) of the address having the garage sale, and
must be removed immediately after the sale.

* The sale will be conducted without the use of outdoor loud speakers, amplification
equipment or illuminated advertising devices.

Any person violating these rules shall be subject to a fine not to exceed $500.
A copy of garage sale rules is available at www.melrosepark.org.




BiLL CARO
PRESIDENT

(312) 726-4950
(888) 308-8210

2210 W. NORTH AVENUE
MELROSE PARK, IL 60160

EMAIL - LEGION_911 @YAHOO.COM

EXECUTIVE PROTECTION
PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD

PERSONAL SECURITY FOR
PRIVATE GATHERINGS

SPORTS FIGURES
AUTOGRAPH SIGNINGS
ENTERTAINERS
CONCERT TOURS
PRIVATE ESTATES

PRIVATE FAMILY
PROTECTION

JEWELRY TRANSPORT
PROTECTION

SPECIAL EVENTS
BUSINESS MEETINGS
SECURITY CONSULTING

CONSTRUCTION SITE
SECURITY

BUSINESS | ESTABLISHMENT
SECURITY

BACKGROUND
INVESTIGATIONS
ALL SERVICES

HAVE THE OPTION OF
BEING ARMED & UNARMED
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AL PIEMONTE NOW OFFERS BUICK AND GMC
SAME GREAT AL PIEMONTE SERVICE
SAME GREAT AL PIEMONTE PRICES

SAME GREAT AL PIEMONTE COMMITMENT
TO CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

Sammy Afano
sammya@apnissan.com

Save the Dates!

Next Issue — October 2025
The : AD RESEHVATI“N FﬂRIVI (Deadline for material Sept. 25, 2025.)

Remaining Schedule for 2025
October and December

Dear Community Member,
The Village of Melrose Park publishes The Rose (the official newsletter of the Village of Melrose Park) and mails the publication to all Melrose Park residents
and businesses. We are offering advertising space and would greatly appreciate your participation.

Included is display ad pricing for your review.

If you are interested in advertising in one or more issues that will be delivered every other month, please complete this form and mail with completed ad to:

The Rose c/o Village of Melrose Park + 1000 N. 25th Ave. < Melrose Park, IL 60160
or Email to: therose@melrosepark.org w/pdf or jpeg file.

(Checks need to be made to the order of Village of Melrose Park.)

Rates - Full Color Ads Name of Business

Full Page
$400 per issue (9 x 10 1/2)

Half Page Address
$200 per issue (9 x 5 1/4)

1/4 Page _
$100 per issue (4 1/2 x 5 1/4) E-mail

1/8 Page Fax
$50 per issue (4 1/2 x 2 5/8)

Contact Name

City

Ad Size (Please Circle): Full Page 1/2Page 1/4 Page 1/8 Page







Your Melrose Park Real Estate Specialist
Handling All of 560 Illinois Town Properties
Selling, Buying, Investing Property Representative
For the Good, Bad and Ugly of All Properties

50 Years Experience Any Type of Real Estate

RON FABIANI
OF MID-AMERICA REALTY & MORTGAGE
MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR SALES AWARD WINNER
FREE PROPERTY APPRAISALS - ALWAYS CUTTING CORNERS

EVERYTHING I TOUCH TURNS INTO
SOLD, LEASING AND NEGOTIATED

HANDLING ILLINOIS, INDIANA
AND PARTS OF WISCONSIN

CALL RON AT 1 (708) 415-2484

FOR YOUR PRIVATE APPOINTMENT/7 DAYS A WEEK

A Step Closenr to the
Rank of Eagle Scout

Pictured are members of Melrose Park’s Boy Scout Troop 4112 who spent
a week camping at Camp Long Lake Scout Camp in St. Cloud, Wisconsin.

The group spent the week hiking, swimming and completing activities in

order to earn merit badges that will help them reach the rank of Eagle
: Scout.

Anyone interested in joining the Boy Scouts can call
Fred Crancich at (708) 609-5539 for additional information.
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Enjoy the 43rd Annual

Taste of Melrose Park
Compliments of

Mayor Ronald M. Serpico

Village Clerk Mary Ann Paolantonio
("]

Village ‘Trustees
Anthony Abruzzo ¢« Jaime Anguiano
Arturo Mota - Sonny Nicotera
Mary Ramirez-Taconi * Anthony “Tony” Williams

30

Thank You to
All Volunteers for
Your Dedicated Service
to the
Taste of Melrose Park!



Welcome to the

2025 Taste of Melrose Park
Celebrating Our 43rd Year!

If you enjoy a smorgasbord of delicious homemade food, rocking out to great local bands,
and are closely watching the family pocketbook, you have come to the right place ...
the 43rd annual Taste of Melrose Park.

The Taste of Melrose Park has many more food vendors than the Taste of Chicago, and
more importantly, all food items cost a mere $5 or less. Besides our affordable food prices, all
our entertainment is free, parking is free, the trolley service is free, and a great time shared with

family and friends is not only free, it's guaranteed!

* 0%

****** ***

* O % % 5 b
*
*

The Taste of Melrose Park is dedicated to providing a safe and fun atmosphere for kids of all
ages, 1 to 100. Most of our food booths are operated by Melrose Park families who are committed to
treating every “Taste” patron as part of their extended family.

This year’s “Taste” features more than 60 one-of-a-kind ethnic food items. We also provide continuous
multicultural entertainment programs and venues that will delight one and all.

Please visit our Beer and Wine Tent where all the net proceeds are deposited into the “Melrose Park
Sports and Family Benefit Fund.” Due to your past generosity, more than $1.5 million has been donated
to the fund that has supported many youth programs, senior citizen groups; local charities and education-
al endeavors.

At this point, we must admit to one little problem that everyone strolling the “Taste” grounds seems to
encounter, and that is the “I'm So Full | Can’t Eat Another Bite Dilemma!” When this condition occurs we
recommend resting your palate by sampling the entertainment offerings on any of our stages. Just about
the time that you’ve had your fill of great entertainment, you should be ready to sample more of the best
epicurean delights found at any food fest in the country.

And let it be known that we could not even attempt to host such a large event without the financial
assistance of our fabulous business community or without the many volunteers who are responsible for
making the Taste of Melrose Park run so smoothly.

Lastly, it is due to your overwhelming positive response to our philosophy of treating all fest goers as

part of the family that makes the Taste of Melrose Park the most friendly and affordable food festival in all

of lllinois.
Bon Appetit,

T g

Mayor Ron Serpico
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Friday, Aug. 29 - 5:30-11 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 30 - Noon-11 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 31 - Noon-10:30 p.m.
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LLITE
ELECTRIC
COMPANY,
INC.

COMMERCIAL « RESIDENTIAL
INDUSTRIAL

Melrose Park, Illinois

(708) 343-9570




Burlington
Ross Dress for Less
Marshalls
Sistar Beauty
Work n Gear
Citi Trends
Joy Nails
The Brow Studio

Jackson Hewitt
Tax Service

[aste

Five Below
Sally Beauty
Dollar Tree
Best Buy Outlet

Q‘ FiRMEIEY ATI Physicol Theropg
AM' The Vitamin Shoppe
FUN Wing Stop

MIERROSIESRARIKS Convenient Tobacco

Melrose Park
Currency Exchange

Sabe a 2vulia

................................... Treedagsoppun  [NIEE

IHo
FRI, AUG. 29 SAT, AUG.30 SUN, AUG. 31 Pearle E:press

6PM-11PM 12PM-11PM 12PM-10PM Dunkin’

...................................................................................................... Asian Express

Balloon Artist, Stilt-Walker, Juggler & More! Chuck E. Cheese
Snipes

owns 5,000 sHorpinG spreE! s

Kids Footlocker
Sean to

Visit the Winston Plaza booth Lnilon, Cermak Fresh Market
at Taste of Melrose Park and Chick=fil-A

register for your chance to win!
U.S. Army

Recruitment Center
U.S. Air Force

WINSTON PLAZA Recruitment Center

North Avenue & 9th Avenue ¢ Melrose Park, IL ¢ Visit us at winston-plaza.com 0







Best wishes to

Melrose Park on

a delicious and
successful Taste of
Melrose Park 2025!

Emanuel ‘Chris”

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

7th District

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

TR VY

(708) 316-2031
f ¥ @ArmyChicago
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.% RICAN
o4 D QTRUST

LetSiget started: Call 708.865.5700:

”\

m panamerbank.com

PAN AMERICAN
BANK & TRUST

Is a Proud Supporter
of the
Taste of Melrose Park ...
Best Wishes for
Another Successful Event!



Congratulations and Continued Success to
Mayor Ron Serpico
and the
43rd Annual Taste of Melrose Park!

Veterans
Park District

44 W. Golfview Drive
Northiake, IL 60164
(708) 343-5270
www.vpdpark.org

Board of Commissioners
Thomas D. Olson, President
Ronald W. Boscaccy, Vice President
Diane Sampson, Secretary
Mary Copher, Treasurer
Theresa Nardiello

Executive Director
William J. Otte

Superintendent of
Buildings and Grounds

Joe Ciolino

.
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come Vvisit us at
2085 Cornell Avenue, Melrose Park

Proud Supporter of
This Year's Big Event.

Congrats on Another
Successful Taste!




RESTORE

Disaster Restoration Experts

(847) 455-3000
RestoreConstruction.com
’ , Expef:?:ecom ‘j :

B.E-B N XY

Eraaig Te 2023 =

24 Hour Emergency Services
Serving the Chicagoland Area




CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE

2025
TASTE OF
MELROSE PARK!

Fresenius
Kabi




@ Triton College

M
\

‘Saturday, Sept. 27, 20

\

e
eNesSh

-: " ¥ \ |"
Families are welcome to take'
free pumpkin (while suppl| last).
There will be food and treats available for purchase.

Go to triton.edu/fallfest for future updates.

The Botanical Gardens are located
on the east side of the Triton College
campus, directly behind the R Building.

e

Ve

There's 2000 Fifth Ave.

a place Triton College River Grove, IL 60171
for you. triton.edu (708) 456-0300




SureBullT

Concrete Forms & Accessories

Proud
oupporter
of the

43rd Anniversary
of the

TASTE OF
MELROSE PARK!



WEST REGIONAL

|\l '~

ENTERPRISE ZONE




HERC Rentals

4430 Armitage Ave., Melrose Park, IL USA
(630) 613-0000

Congrats
to the

2025
Taste of
Melrose

Park!

HercRentals

HERC Rentals CRC

2424 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, IL 60616 USA
(331) 702-7717

Thesiaiad ddaainy

- ——




3705 Warren Avenue

Bellwood, 1L 60104
P: 708-540-4585 / F: 708-540-4585

Concrete and Asphalt
Specialists

GA Paving is the team that goes to work for you. We work as
hard as we do because we believe that people and purpose

are just as important as the project.

As the hardest working cnd most reliable paving solution for utility
ond municipality work, GA Paving prides itself on getting the job
done right. We have the best team in the business, work tirelessly to
beat deadlines and deliver quality work, every time.
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Celebrating 50 Years of
Freshness, Quality & Service

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Thank you for being part of our journey for half a
century. Since 1975, we've been proud to bring you the
best from the farms to your table.

Your support has make every harvest more meaningful.
Here’s to many more years of healthy, fresh beginnings!

Chicago Chicago JIMENEZ INTERNATIONAL

4204 W. North Ave, SEEINAGINCIETE: Wheeling  Melrose Park Addison  West Chicago Palatine Des Plaines
CillEre ) Chicago, IL 60647 550 W.Dundee Rd. 717 Broadway 240 W. Lake Street 559 Main St. 2070 N Rand Rd, 1565 Lee St,
(773) 486-5805 chjcago (773)235-3637 Chicago Wheeling, IL 60090 Melrose Park, IL60160  Addison, IL60101  West Chicago, IL 60185 Palatine, IL 60074  Des Plaines, IL 60018
3850 W. Fullerton Ave. 5330 W. Belmont Ave. (847) 229-9295 (708) 343-3460 (630) 543-0353 (630) 876-1772 (847) 705-7200 (847) 635-3600
Chicago, IL 60647 Chicago, IL 6064I
(773) 278-6769 (773) 283-9092

@ www.carniceriasjimenez.com G] /carmcerlaspmenez u/carnlcerlaspmenez @ /carmcerlaspmenez
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Best Wishes on the
43rd Anniversary
of the
TASTE OF
MELROSE PARK!

e | adult day c
0 ‘ ‘ @ (847) 306-7606 °* umasinc.com




congratulations
and

Best Wishes
to the

2025 Taste!
.4l BRIDGE

21+ MSF Completed or Under Development NAIOP oevetoperof the vear

in Chicagoland Since 2000 2021,2019, 2015

CHICAGO OFFICES Ii 0 I N i 5
eveloper of the Year
444 W. Lake St., STE. 3125, Chicago, ILlinois 60606 CHICAGO COMMERCIAL 2018, 2015, 2011

REAL ESTATE AWARDS

9525 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., STE. 700, Rosemont, Illinois 60018

CHICAGO | MIAMI | NEWJERSEY | NEW YORK
WWW.BRIDGEINDUSTRIAL.COM | , 55 ANGELES/SAN FRANCISCO | SEATTLE | LONDON




Congratulations and
Best \\Vishes
to the
Taste of
Melrose Park!

REPUBLIC

o
Q&ﬁ SERVICES

Sustainability in Action

www.republicservices.com

As a leader in environmental services, we partner with customers
to provide sustainable solutions across their operations.
Through our variety of products, services, and material
— for almost every industry —
we help make a positive impact on
people and the planet.



Best Wishes on the
43rd Anniversary of the
TASTE OF
MELROSE PARK!

630-810-5740



Congratulations and
Best Wishes
to the
Taste of Melrose Park!

RECISION
EPAIR.
INC.

2121 N. 15TH AVE.
MELROSE PARK

(708) 273-8020
WWWw.precisionrepdair.com




Best Wishes
to the
TASTE OF
MELROSE
PARK"




Luxury Mobile Spa & Craft Experlences

‘BMsh&‘B&s
k’% m Ya 4 Proud

ased in Buffalo Grove, Illinois
B Buffalo Gr ILLi Suppor‘tel“

of the
43rd
Anniversary
of the
TASTE OF
MELROSE
PARK!

SSBYMYA.COM




WE'RE PROUD TO SUPPORT

Going the extra mile.

PROVISO

COMMUNITY BANK'
AWINTRUST COMMUNITY BANK
www.provisobank.com
Member @
Proviso Community Bank is a branch of Hinsdale Bank & Trust Company, N.A. FDIC LeNDER

Congratulations on the
43rd Annual
Taste of Melrose Park
and
Thank You to Mayor Serpico!

Compliments of a
Good Friend

58



Congratulations
o the
2025
Taste of
Melrose Park!




Best Wishes to
Mayor Ron Serpico
3421 W. Lake St. Oﬂd The
Melrose Park, IL 60160 Village of Melrose Park
Louis NapolitanoIll | ON Another Successful
President TQSTe Of

Office: 708.343.8586 Melrose Park!
Fax: 708.343.1179

Best Wishes to
This Year's
Taste of
Melrose

Park!




J&J

Sealcoating, Inc.

Cell:(847) 980-9750
Office: (847) 364-2575
jandjsedlcoating@ycahoo.com

Mliant /Mesirow

Alliant/Maesirow

proudly supports
L CREN CXej

Melrose Park.

Alliant.com/a lliantmesirow



Congratulations
on the
43rd

Anniversary
of the
Taste of
Melrose Park!?
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AR 708.338.3408

=) Main Yard: 3800 W. Lake St.
L - Melrose Park, IL 60160

JKS Offers a High Quality of Landscape
Material for Pick-Up or Delivery

WE ARE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SUPPLIER OF:

e STONE / SAND :
%" River Rock, Grade 8 Limestone, White Screening, Mason Sand, 1%’ River Rock,
%’ Limestone, Pea Gravel, Torpedo Sand, IDOT approved GA 6

“= HatDeliveryRate2Yard Minimum ~ PUIVERIZEDTOPSOIL v JKSVentures.com e

WE
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501 W Lake

})
Z

EST. 2005

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
2025 TASTE OF MELROSE PARK

Development
services
Corporation




Honoring Grace B. Hou Help Us Rebuild Lives:
Deputy Governor of
Health & Human Services Support Way BaCk Inn 's

Rebuilders Celebration!

i~ Join us September 19, 2025
it Donate an auction item
*® Become a sponsor

Your gift helps those in recovery, and their

Way Back Inn’s loved ones, rebuild their lives.

Rebuilder of the Year I wbi@waybackinn.org
2025 708-345-8422

i
E
=5
<
ad
aa
1]
=i
L1
O

REBUILDERS
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CERTIFIED ARBORIST
(7108) 485-5284

Removal Experts - Stump Grinding - Trimming
Brush Chipping - Emergency Service




WWW.CAPUTOCHEESE.COM

B8lebrating our 14" Yean ifi Business!

|
Old World Values Modern Day Services

Discover what set us apart from other funeral homes.

4500 Roosevelt Road ~ Hillside, lllinois 60162 708-449-5300
www.russohillsidechapels.com
Email ~ info@russohillsidechapel.com
Providing Funeral Service To The Community

Joseph A. Russo
Owner, Funeral Director & Embalmer

Congratulations
on the
43rd
Anniversary
of the
Taste of
Melrose Park!
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Cermak

www.cermakfreshmarket.conv

Congratulations on the
43rd Annual Taste of Melrose Park!

@'



Location ...

1827 N. 25¢th Ave.
Melkr-ose Park

(708) 345-1234
www.smalilworidic.comny

1545 N. 31st Ave. * Melrose Park, IL 60160
(708) 343-9565 « www.as-fence.com




o o

www.tonysfreshmarket.com

x| %

GHIGAGULAND

'OCATIONS

Visit eatandys.com for an Andy’s” near you!

©andys.chicago I '
VISIT OUR MELROSE PARK STORE
1319 WEST NORTH AVE GHI
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Congratulations
on the
43rd Anniversary
of the
Taste of
Melrose Park!

(708) 345-8974

www.weshred.com

8339 W North Ave,, Melrose Park. IL 60160
Tel: 708-345-3278
Fax: 708-345-4435

!| Best Wishes to

bulie Moore, MD| ThiS Yeal”S
|Ke|| Abate, MD|
I'Fracy\(/:ampbell, MD| TaSte Of
Michaela Reinhart, PA-C Melrose Park!

501 W. NORTH AVENUE, SUITE 103
'MELROSE PARK, IL 60160
708-450-5086
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MOHR
OIL CO.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
2025 TASTE OF MELROSE PARK

oeraee

W@MW

4700 W. Division * Melrose Park

ECG Immigration LLC

Immigration Attorney/Abogada
Elisabeth Carlson

Mas de 15 afos de experiencia

Oficina en Oak Park, IL. Cita requerida

(630) 948-3144

“Keeping and bringing your family together”

www.ecgimmigration.com

[

72




EST. 1961

PEARLE COVISION

Melrose Park

904 West North Avenue
(708) 343-9009

www.pearlevision.com/WinstonPlaza

Locally Owned and Operated

\@Larry’s

Plumbinge®SewerElectrical

GREAT SUCCESS FROM YOUR LOCAL PLUMBERS

(847) 455-4150 - Larrysplumbing.net

GARVEY'S

FAIRWAY

CUSTOM LANDSCAPING, INC.

(708) 681-5618

Aldo M. Pizzoferrato

Complete Maintenance & Installation
Residential & Commercial - Show Removal

P.O. Box 8330 * Melrose Park, IL 60161
Fax: (708) 681-5640 - Email: fcl1307 @sbcglobal.net

Duke of 0il

10 Minute 0il Change

5223 W Lake St
Melrose Park, IL 60160

1901 W. North Ave.
Melrose Park, IL 60160

(708) 345-2766

tomssteakhouse.com
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Mayor Ronald M. Serpico,
Thank you for all your support.
Congratulations on the 43rd anniversary
of the Taste of Melrose Park!

Shakeesta Williams, Board President
Sandy Ciancio, Board Vice President
Teri Cervone, Secretary

Oscar Giron, Board Member

Jesse Macias, Board Member
Kasharii Parker, Board Member
Laighton H. Scott Ill, Board Member

MW lcraiz""

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Congratulations to Mayor Ronald M. Serpico e —
and the ' All Phases of

2025 Taste of Melrose Park!

_SPICER CONSTRUCTION, LLC
~ Residential - Commercial - Industial

C: 7735130216 " STEVE SPICER

~E: SRSPICER@sbcglobal.net Off: 773-202-8791

AQUA FIORI INC.

LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

aquafiori.com

Brian W. Carey

Attorney at Law

1807 N. Broadway
Melrose Park, IL 60160

(708) 343-8381
Fax (708) 343-4670

melroselaw@sbcglobal.net
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@ DIVISION

LAUNDROMAT

Washes Starting at Lavados Desde

$2.75 $2.75

Coin & APP Moneday Aplicacion
1SMACHINES Maquina de 100£

Full Service Wash Dry Fold  TvadSiocomplsto de
drycleaning. tailoring. pfessing limpieza en seco. sastreria. planchado

1620 divison st melrose park 60160
www.divisionlaundromat.com

Trucking

CXlITrucking.com

Melrose Park
enior Club

www.melrosepark.org

Sweeping Services
1015 Pershing Ave. ¢ Chicago, IL

1-800-SWEEP-0O1
elginsweeping.com

Flowers
of
Italy
Club

Italian
American

Labor
Council
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SUPPLIES,
INC.

Your
Champion
Distributor!

(847]) 768-1111
rinsupplies.com

Who We Are

o]

STRATEGIC | |
PROJECT

IMIANAGEMENT
OAK BROOK

Congratulations
on the
43rd Anniversary
of the
Taste of Melrose Park!

Thomas A. Zapler

LANER ( (UCHIN™

Joseph M. Gagliardo
Laner Muchin Ltd.
515 North State Street — Suite 2400
Chicago, IL 60654
312-467-9800

www.lanermuchin.com
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1707 Division St. * Melrose Park
(708) 338-3333

www.tavernaondivision.com

~CASH260)

FINANCI AL

Western
Union

1633 Waukegan Rd.
Glenview, IL 60025
Phone: 847-729-2552
Fax: 847-729-72567

y

Glenview Currency Exchange:
* License Plate Renewal Stickers

* \/ehicle Title Transfers

* Boat & Snowmobile Renewals And Transfers

 Utility Bill Payments

* Money Orders

* Fax & Notary Services

* Buy & Sell Foreign Currency

DICERICES
708.280. L4448

1 ~ 866-378-6930

XICAN MEXICANROOFFING@GMAIL.COM
DOFING Follow us @MexicanRoofing

|
MEXICAN-ROOFING.com GET A FREE ESTIMATE!
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WIGIT'S

Truck Center

6 N. Second Ave. * Maywood

(708) 681-0230
Cell: (708) 259-1384
wigitstruck@gmail.com

JUST
ELEVATOR

Inspection
Service

justelevatorinspection.com

1327 N. 31ST AVE.
MELROSE PARK, IL 60160

(708) 450-0700

A Proud Supporter
of the
Taste of
Melrose Park ...
Best Wishes for
Another
Successful Event!
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I Nothing Beats the

j%zﬁ\(

o HEITERS Original

/8 | 7 ‘/

SERVING CHICAGOLAND FOROVER 40 YEARS

925 West North Avenue Melrose Park, IL. 60160

Planet

.E. DOWN TO EARTH PRICE.

BiLL. CARO
PRESIDENT

(312) 726-4930
(888) 308-8210

2210 W. NORTH AVENUE
MELROSE PARK, IL 60160

EMAIL - LEGION_911@YAHOO.COM

It Is Time to Say

~ GOODBYE, BANKI

Credit unions are owned by thelr members (account
holders) and return profits to their members in the
form of BETTER RATES & LESS FEES. JOIN TODAY!

\PfCU Partnership

B
2701 N. 25th Ave., Franklin Park 0 en An
www.mypfcu.org | 847.697.3281 Account

BEST WISHES FOR
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL
TASTE OF
MELROSE PARK!

Compliments of a Good Friend

MELROSE PARK
YOUTH
COMMISSION

1000 N. 25th Ave. * Melrose Park
(708) 450-0555
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The Taste of
Melrose Park

Would Like to Thank
All of Our Supporters.

Please Patronize
Our Sponsors and
Advertisers.

Watch for ads from our generous sponsors
in future issues of The Rose!




Wants to Hear
M Your Story ...
We want to provide readers with helpful information and

highlight local individuals, organizations, husinesses or special events
that make Melrose Park a unigue and thriving community!

Do you know any interesting people in town who are worthy of recognition?
Is there great news about an organization or business that you are involved with
that you want others to know about?

If you answered “Yes,” then we want your story!

Please send all your exciting details by direct mail to:
The Rose c/o The Village of Melrose Park < 1000 N. 25th Ave.  Melrose Park, IL 60160

Or you can send an email to TheRose @melrosepark.org.
Please include your name and a phone number that’s best to reach you at.

Everyone Has the Right
to Live
Where They Choose || ..o,

In th ise of it to regulate for the protection of the public : Trees ¢ Sod * Seed
N the exercise Of ItS power 10 regulate 10r the protection O e publi H
P ° " g ; INSTALLATION

health, safety, morals and welfare, it is declared to be the public policy . ining Walls « Lighting

of the village to assure fair housing and freedom from discrimination : .
9 . 9 ) : Decorative Stone/Muich
throughout the community, to protect the community from the effects of :

residential segregation by race, color, religion, sex, physical or mental MNNWANCE
handicap, familial status or national origin, and to secure to its citi- Vill : Lawn Service ¢ Fertilization
zens the economic, social, and professional benefits of living in an illage of : Bush Trimming ¢ Cleanups
integrated and stable society. Melrose Park : SUBCONTRACTOR
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) : Comrete/Wt Driveways
Administers The Federal Fair Housing Act : Lawn Sprinkder Systerns
Every first Monday of the month the Fair Housing Review Board
meets at 6 p.m. in the Village of Melrose Park (1000 N. 25th Ave.). If you : MICHAEL
feel you have been discriminated in any way while renting, purchasing or KESSLING
selling a home you are welcome to attend our meetings to present your Over 35 Years Experience
case. :
Village of Melrose Park

Brian Miller, Office of the Village Attorney (708) 280-4448

(708) 343-4000, Ext. 4487
]




Veterans Park District
?hegreams & HAPPENINGS

Early Ghildhood
Building Blocks

Preschool 2025-2026 » Ages 3-9

Our preschool is designed for children ages 3 to 5,
focusing on physical, social, intellectual and cre-
ative development. We believe children learn best
through play, which helps them communicate,
explore, solve problems and make decisions. Our
curriculum, based on lllinois Early Learning
Standards, combines free play with teacher-guided
activities that introduce letters, numbers, colors and
shapes.
*9 a.m.-Noon; Bulger Park 1601 Hirsch St., Melrose
Park; Three-day fee — R$203/NR$233 or two-day
fee — R$141/NR$171 per month plus $100 nonrefund-
able deposit; School year runs Sept. 8, 2025-May 8, 2026.

Storyhook Creations e Ages 2-5

Books come to life in this imaginative class! Each session features a
beloved children’s book, followed by a themed craft, movement game or
sensory play related to the story.

* Wednesdays, Oct. 29-Nov. 19, 12:15-1 p.m; Class is held at Bulger
Park Community Center, 1601 Hirsch St., Melrose Park. Fee —
R$40/NR$50; Participants must meet program requirements (2’s
required to attend with adult); Minimum number of participants per ses-
sion/week is five.

Tiny Tunes & Tumbles! ¢ Ages 2-5

A high-energy class filled with music, movement and simple tumbling!
Parents and tots will sing, bounce, stretch and tumble their way through
fun, developmentally appropriate activities. This class is great for building
coordination, balance and confidence.

* Thursdays, Oct. 1-22, 12:15-1 p.m.; Class is held at Bulger Park
Community Center, 1601 Hirsch St., Melrose Park; Fee — R$40/NR$50;
Participants must meet program requirements (2’s required to attend
with adult); Minimum number of participants per session/week is five.

Call us for more information
on our upcoming programs,
(708) 343-5270,
or check our wehsite at
www.vpdpark.org
or our Facehook Page
for updates.
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Youth
Spunky Spa Party ¢ Ages 6+

Treat yourself to a vibrant self-care experience with a
fun and relaxing program. Participants will enjoy mini
facials complete with refreshing cucumber slices, fol-
lowed by personalized nail decorating to express
their colorful personalities. They’ll get creative at the
DIY bath bomb station, where they can mix and
mold their own fizzy creations to take home. Each
guest will also decorate a cozy spa headband to
wear during the session and beyond. To wrap up the
experience, everyone receives a take-home goodie
bag filled with a mini bath bomb, nail file and soothing
lotion.
* Friday, Sept. 19, 6:30-8 p.m.; This program is held at
Grant Park, 44 W. Golfview Dr., Northlake; Fee —
R$25/NR$35.

: The Art Mix e Ages 6+

¢ Students will enjoy this fun and creative mixed media art class! They’ll have
: the opportunity to explore a variety of materials and technigues, which may
: include painting, collage, sculpture, clay and drawing. Dress for a mess —

: paints are permanent!

* Mondays, Oct. 20-Nov. 24, 6:30-7:30 p.m.; This program is held at
Grant Park, 44 W. Golfview Dr., Northlake; Fee — R$75/NR$85.

Golf
Indoors
with
VPD!

X
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GCuomo To Go
25 E. North Ave. ¢ Northiake Iil.

Chef-prepared daily meals, salatls,
sandwiches, desserts and much more!

Take home HOT or GOLD!
Visit our wehsite -CuomoToGo.com.

Delivery available through GrubHub and DoorDash.
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Skills for Acatemic and
GCareer Success

Sometimes, we all need a little bit of help — a little assistance here and there to

get our ducks in a row, catch up on our work, and prepare for the next task. But
asking for help and getting the guidance you need is often easier said than
done, according to Danielle Flores, coordinator of the Center for Access and
Accommodative Services (CAAS) at Triton College.

That’s why Flores is working to break down barriers and improve access for stu- :
dents, helping them foster and strengthen the skills needed to achieve their aca- :

Mere months after making school history at Triton College, recent graduate
: Ava Connerty was selected the 2025 NJCAA Division |ll Women’s Outdoor
: Track & Field National Scholar Track Athlete of the Year by the United States

Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches Association (USTFCCCA).

The USTFCCCA recognized top scholar athletes from all collegiate levels, includ-
: ing Connerty, for standing out in all areas of the student-athlete experience.

demic goals and set themselves up for success when they enter the workforce.

Flores specializes in executive function coaching, which helps individuals devel-
op and strengthen the cognitive skills needed for organization, planning and
task completion. Coaching focuses on improving everyday skills like time man-
agement, organization, planning, working memory and emotional regulation.

“Executive function coaching isn’t a novel concept,” Flores said. “But it’s some-
thing that frequently flies under the radar. And asking for help is something that
has become highly stigmatized,” she added.

“We’re supposed to be people who can do everything and anything, but that’s
just not how it is,” she said. “I think we learn from our mistakes and | think it’s
always important to ask for help because there’s always someone else who can
do something better than you — and that’s OK.”

“You can’t always be the best. | think it’s important that we normalize ask-
ing for help.”

Flores has provided executive function coaching at Triton College since the
spring of 2024. Since then, she’s helped roughly 30 students. Most students
who seek her assistance need help with time management, turning in assign-
ments on time, focusing, studying and improving their grades.

Flores said the coaching process involves identifying specific challenges, setting
goals and implementing strategies to attain better outcomes. Because no two
people are the same, each case is individualized and the frequency with which
she meets with students varies. Students work with her to identify where they
need help and make a plan to reach their objectives.

First-year student William Malinowski has been attending coaching sessions
with Flores since starting at Triton. Malinowski, who’s pursuing an associate
degree in business, said he was falling behind in his classes and struggling to
keep his grades up, prompting him to seek guidance from Flores.

“When | had an issue with a class and my grades, | always talked to Danielle
about them and she would help me understand what | should do,” he said.

After meeting with Flores, Malinowski began using Otter.ai, a speech-to-text
software that allows users to record conversations and lectures, and convert
them into written text for later reference.

“By using Otter, it really helped me study for my exams, tests and also my
assignments,” said Malinowski, who urged other students to seek academ-
ic coaching if they think they might need it.

Flores, who holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology, previously worked in
special education for 15 years and later in the private sector, coaching stu-
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: dents and working adults from across the country and beyond in executive
: functioning.

“These aren't just students that need a helping hand,” she said. “These are
: doctors and lawyers, and they just couldn’t quite manage their schedules or
: they didn’t have the best planning resources. These are everyday people.”

: Flores emphasizes that her work at Triton College is about much more than
helping students improve their grades. It’s about working with them to build
: skills that will allow them to excel in their future careers.

“The cool part is that in finding the tools that work for you now, when you

Triton Helps Students Build

: academiccoaching@triton.edu.

go into the workplace, you can be successful. You can complete your tasks
efficiently, and then you can have time for a balanced life, a family and
friends.”

Students interested in coaching sessions can contact

Triton GCollege’s
Ava Gonnerty Named
USTFGGGA Scholar
Athlete of the Year

Connerty, a two-time NJCAA All-American who wrapped up her monumen-

. tal athletic career as a Trojan in May, has been a trailblazer for Triton’s

: Track & Field Program. Her recent accolade marks the first time in program
: history that an athlete from Triton has been named National Track Scholar

: Athlete of the Year in outdoor track & field.

"It's an honor to be recognized (by the USTFCCCA) for both my work on
: the track and in the classroom," said Connerty, of North Riverside. "This
: award is a reminder that my dedication in all areas paid off."

Connerty won the 100-meter hurdles and was a member of the third-place
: 4x400 relay team at the 2025 NJCAA DIl Outdoor Track & Field
: Championships in Utica, New York, on May 10.

Her championship run made her the first women’s track athlete represent-
: ing Triton to win an individual national title. In a thrilling finish, Connerty
captured the national title by two-tenths of a second.

"l honestly never thought that | would be a national champion," Connerty

: said in May about her win. "lt's so amazing seeing all of my training pay off
: in the best way possible. Knowing that I'm the first female track national
champion in Triton history is unbelievable."

: Connerty’s drive on the track was matched by her zeal in the classroom,
enabling her to achieve a cumulative 3.9 grade-point average during the

: 2024-2025 academic year. Two weeks after winning her national title,

: Connerty walked the stage of the Rosemont Theatre as a Triton graduate,
leaving with an associate degree in psychology.

In June, Connerty committed to attend Nova Southeastern University, an
: NCAA Division Il institution in Davie, Florida, on an athletic scholarship
: where she'll continue to run track and pursue her four-year degree.

: "Having Ava run for Triton College has been a great experience," said Trojans
: head track & field coach Jason Guevarra "Not only is she a tremendous ath-
: lete, but she values education and success. | am so proud of Ava and what
she has accomplished on and off the track. She will be a great addition to her
: new team when she transfers to Nova Southeastern in Florida."



Athletic
Summer Camp
Wraps Up with

Energy,

Teamwork,
and Growth

District 89’s Athletic Summer Camp wrapped up
on July 31, marking another successful summer
of movement, teamwork and growth. Students
participated in basketball, soccer, conditioning
and team-building activities, building both skills
and confidence.

For the first time, the district launched an
Inclusive Camp for students in the STRIDE,
STARS and SCC programs, inspired by the
Special Olympics. This new offer created a wel-
coming space for all students to enjoy physical
activity, friendship and fun.

“The Inclusive Camp was a powerful addition,”
said Athletic Coordinator Mike Lawrence. “It
brought our community together and highlighted
the importance of inclusion in athletics.”

Families praised the camp for keeping students
active and engaged. As the new school year
begins, District 89 remains committed to offering
inclusive, enriching experiences for every stu-
dent.

school
District

BRIEFS

www.maywoodd9.org e Follow Us on Twitter “@maywood89”
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A Message from

Rev. Leandro Fossa, C.S., Pastor
The Parish of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Eternally grateful. Abundance of hlessings and thanks for your service.

Dear parishioners and devotees,

Eternally grateful. Abundance of blessings and thanks for your service. On the celebration of the 132nd Feast of Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel, | want to commend the entire Feast
Committee, the Altar and Rosary Society, the Spanish com-
munity and groups, the altar servers, the choir and all the
volunteers. Without you this Feast would not have hap-
pened and with no reluctancy, this year was a remark-
able one.

Your service and dedication helped once again the
Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel to become a center of
genuine religious devotion to the Blessed Mother, a
sacred place of prayer, recollection and spiritual refresh-
ment for hundreds of people who have participated in the
Novena and Feast Day.

Finally, dear Mayor Ron Serpico, | am writing to commend you
for all the support toward the 2025 Feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. As you know,
this special event attracts hundreds of visitors to our community each year and,
without the assistance of the village of Melrose Park, the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel would not have been another success.

Thank you. Blessings to all of you.
VIVA LA MADONNA DEL CARMINE.
Rev. Leandro Foss3, C.S.

OLMC Receives Young Religious Scalabrinians from the
Provinces of St. John the Baptist and St. Charles Borromeo

On another note, | want to refer to
what happened at OLMC on July
16, 2025. The parish was honored
to receive the Young Religious
Scalabrinians from the Provinces
of St. John the Baptist and St.
Charles Borromeo, which encom-
passes Canada, the United States
of America, Mexico, Guatemala, El
Salvador, Haiti, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador and
Venezuela. This was an expres-
sion of gratitude to the Shrine of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel on the
occasion of the 132nd Anniversary
of La Festa della Madonna del
Carmine. Our parish has been
served by the Missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo Scalabrinians since 1905. Our main celebrant was
Bishop José Maria Maldonado from the Archdiocese of Chicago.

And not only that, but we even boast of our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance and endurance-proven character, and proven
character — hope. And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to
us (Rom 5, 3-5.)

The presence amongst us of this large number of Scalabrini clergy gives us hope.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL ’
PARISH & SHRINE gﬂm WWM aond 8‘/@”&

B LABOR DAY -
9AM Trilingual Mass

MARIA SANTISSIMA ADDOLORATA FEAST
7:30pm in the Shrine

1st. DAY OF CATECHISM CLASSES

NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED MOTHER
6:30pm Mass & Rosary (all languages)

5
APPRECIATION MASS - All First Responders
6:30pm Silent Procession - 7.00pm English Mass @

FIESTA DE INDEPENDENCIA "
All Latin American Countries

O U R L A D Y O F MARIA SS ADDOLORATA FEAST DAY
MOUNT CARMEL 10:30am Bilingual Mass (Eng/Ita)

OUR LADY OF SORROWS “Healing Mass”
6:30pm Trilingual Mass (Engl/Spa/Ita)

Q@ 1101 N. 23rd Ave. Melrose Pa

. (708) 344 - 4140 INDEPENCENCIA

® www.olmeparish.org 6:30pm Spanish Mass
CATECHIST COMISSIONING
9:00am Spanish Mass

PADRE PIO FEAST
10:30am Italian Mass follow by
Procession, reception and longer procession

PILGRIMAGE TO HOLY HILL (TBD) -

Fall Retreat with Fr. Tom McGarthy

Saturday, Sept. 13¢ 11 a.m.-6:30 p.m. (Includes the 5:30 p.m. Mass.)
What it Means to be a Catholic Today, with Inspiration from the Augustinians and Pope Leo XIV
Fr. Tom McCarthy returns to talk about the Augustinian influence and Pope Leo XIV, and being a Catholic.
' Fr. Leandro Fossa will give a talk about our parish family.
Fr Tom McCarthy Deacon Ivan Lazcano will share his experiences about being new to our parish.
There will be breakout group discussions, lunch, prayer, time for individual meditation, spiritual direction or confession.
Cost is $20 per person and you must register to attend. Deadline to register is Tuesday, Sept. 8. For more information, call the Rectory at (708) 344-4140.

== (Qur Lady of the Rosary/Special Mass/NMessage of Hope

i Tuesday, Oct. 7  6:30 p.m. — Rosary in the Chapel Led hy Altar & Rosary
by 7 p.m. — Mass and Reflection with Fr. Masters in the Church ¢ 8:30 p.m. — Refreshments in the Gym

Chicago Cubs
Fr. Burke Masters returns to Mt. Carmel to celebrate the Our Lady of the Rosary with a special Mass and message of hope
on Tuesday Oct. 7, as this jubilee year comes to a close. For more information, call the Rectory at (708) 344-4140.

St. Anthony Society Annual Breakfast Buffet

Sunday, Oct. 12« 8:30 a.m.-Noon
The St. Anthony Society of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish & Shrine will once again be holding their annual Breakfast Buffet
in the parish gym on Sunday, Oct. 12, 8:30 a.m.-noon. The gym is located on the corner of 22nd and Cortez in Melrose Park.

St.BAntICr?n};gofcfietty Donation is $10 for adults and $6 for children under 12. For tickets or more information, call the Rectory at (708) 344-4140.
reaKias urre

Father
Burke |
Masters &

91



911 Remembrance
For those who
serve and protect...

A celebratory mass of thanks and a tribute to Homeland
Security/Public Safety, police, fire, security, military, medical,
emergency, and all first responders...

Thursday, SEPTEMBER 11, 2025
6:30pm Procession

Watch all the neighboring communities join the Melrose Park
Homeland Security/Public Safety, Police and Fire Departments in
a special “silent procession”

7:30pm MASS

Members of all neighboring Police and Fire Departments, Village
Dignitaries, different Military branches, and First Responders,
will join the clergy in the entrance procession to begin mass.

During the Mass

The memorial Fire bell will ring and a wreath presentation to
honor all our fallen heroes who have made the ultimate sacrifice
will be presented to the Blessed Mother, the Protectress of us all.

After Mass

Stay and enjoy an outdoor reception on the church patio

Come and pay tribute to those who entrust themselves under
HER protection to serve and protect the community.

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish & Shrine

1101 N 23rd Avenue, Melrose Park, IL 60160
Call the office at 708-344-4140 for more information
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our Lad qf Mt. Ccarmel Parish & Shrine
Fall Pilgrimage to Hubertus, WI

Saturday, September 27, 2025

Join us as we visit the outdoor grottos, view the
stations of the cross, pray to a rare statue of the
Blessed Mother in the Shrine Chapel, and the Chapel of
St. Therese, attend Mass in the Basilica, and “for the
daring”, a climb up the 173 steps of the lookout tower
for a beautiful view of the area. For the “not so
daring,” There is a café and gift shop.

It's a full day of community, prayer, and spiritual refreshment
Approx. Cost: $60 per person (all inclusive)
Approx. Departure: 8:30am in front of OLMC church

Approx. Return: 8:30pm

Seating is limited, so reserve your space early.
Payment must be made at the time the reservation is
made. The deadline is September 16,2025.

To make a reservation or get more information, call the
office at 708-344-4140.

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish & Shrine - Melrose Park, IL 60160




SACRED HEART &

ST. EULALIA PARISH

819 N. 16th Ave., Melrose Park, IL 60160 1825 S. 9th Ave., Maywood, IL 60153

Stop by our Food Tray Booth at the Taste of Melrose Park from August 29 - 31 and
help support our parish by buying a food tray to carry or take home your food!

PASTOR

Reverend Marvin Ajic Arana, C.S.

PERMANENT DEACONS
Mike Barnish

Giulio Camerini

Gabriel Nevarez

Eduardo Rodriguez

Dwight Sullivan, Sr.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS

SUN: 9am -2pm (St. Eulalia)
MON: 12pm - 8pm (Sacred Heart)
TUES: 10am - 6pm (Sacred Heart)
WED: CLOSED

THURS: 10am - 6pm (Sacred Heart)
FRI: 12pm - 8pm (Sacred Heart)
SAT: CLOSED

PARISH CONTACT INFO

PHONE: 708-344-0757
EMAIL: shseparish@archchicago.org
WEBSITE: shsparish.org

MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAYS
4:30pm English at Sacred Heart
6:00pm Spanish at Sacred Heart

SUNDAYS

8:30am English at Sacred Heart
10:30am English at St. Eulalia
10:30am Spanish at Sacred Heart
12:30pm Spanish at St. Eulalia

WEEKDAYS
8:00am English at Sacred Heart

Church Basement (Use Parking Lot En

***Dine In Only***
*Ticket Pre Sales Only*

For Tickets
Call:
(708) 344-0757

o Split-The-Pot

Melrose Park, IL 60160
757
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SACRED HEART & ST. EULALIA PAR

WEBSITE: shsparish.org  PHONE: 708-344-0757 EMAIL: shseparish@archchicago.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

First Friday Devotion to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

Every First Friday of the month 7:00pm at Sacred Heart.
Upcoming dates: September 5, October 3

Second & Third Saturday Chaplet of Divine Mercy

Every Second Saturday of the month in English and every Third
Saturday of the month in Spanish at 3:00pm in St. Eulalia.

August Fest at St. Eulalia on AUGUST 24
Food, Music, & Fun 10:30am—3:00pm at St. Eulalia.

Taco Sale on SEPTEMBER 14
11:00am - 3pm in St. Eulalia Parish Hall.

Our Lady of Cobre Mass on SEPTEMBER 14
4:00pm at Sacred Heart.

Sacred Heart & St. Eulalia Parish “MERRY & BRIGHT" CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6th, 2025 from 10:00am—4:00pm

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING EARLY VENDOR REGISTRATION

We are looking for crafters and artisans that are interested in participating in this event. If you are
interested, please call the Sacred Heart Parish office at 708-344-0757.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
FIRST COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION
(2-Year Program per Sacrament)

REQUIREMENTS:
. Baptism Certificate
. Birth Certificate
. First Communion Certificate*
(*for 1st Year of
Confirmation)

Contact our parish’s Religious Education office at 708-344-0757 ext. 105.

The Religious Education office is located in the basement of the Parish
Rectory office at 819 N 16th Ave., Melrose Park, IL. Please visit
shsparish.org/religious-education for more information.
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Proviso Township Mental Health Gommission
Behavioral Health Services Are Availahle

Did you know that all residents in Proviso Township are eligible for low or no cost behavioral health services through agency partnerships with The
Proviso Township Mental Health Commission (PTMHC)? Whether it’'s mental health support, a substance use issue, or needing assistance for someone
with intellectual or developmental disabilities, the PTMHC is here for you.

“We’re truly a community-based resource that provides behavioral health services using providers right here in Proviso Township,” said PTMHC Board
President Mike Corrigan. “Anyone in Proviso Township can call and be connected with services.”

Established in 1966, the PTMHC has always had the health and well-being of their residents at the core of its mission. Through collaborative relationships
with local behavioral health agencies and providers, the commission is able to provide inexpensive or free resources to all Proviso Township residents.

To learn more about the PTMHC or to talk with someone about behavioral health services, you can call (708) 449-5508 or visit www.PTMHC.org.
Proviso Township Mental Health Commission < 4565 W. Harrison St., Third Floor - Hillside, IL 60162

@PTMHC @provisomhc @ProvisoMentalHealth

Youth Soccer Glinic Offers Surprise Meet & Greet
with Local Soccer Hero

Chicago Fire FC Came to Melrose Park in June with Goaches Putting
Younyg Athletes Through Drills and Giving Them Tips During Scrimmages

Chicago Fire FC came to Melrose Park in June with coaches putting young athletes through drills and giving them tips during scrimmages. A surprise visit
from Chicago Fire FC homegrown midfielder Mauricio Pineda gave kids the chance to meet one of their heroes and hopefully cement their place as fans
of the scrappy Chicago sports team which just unveiled plans to build a new professional soccer stadium in Chicago’s South Loop, east of the river.

“We’re thrilled to host the Chicago Fire and give our young people the
opportunity to learn from the best,” said Melrose Park Mayor Ron
Serpico. “Youth sports are important to learning teamwork, building
confidence and a developing a healthy lifestyle. Having the Chicago
Fire participate was exciting and very fun for the kids.”

The clinic was held for kids of all ages from Leyden and Proviso town-
ships, and was sponsored by those townships, the village of Melrose
Park, Veterans Park District and an official healthcare plan partner of
the Chicago Fire.

“A love of soccer starts early and we’re thrilled to partner with local
communities to help children deepen their love of the sport,” said Dean
Arrowsmith, manager, Soccer In The Community.

Proviso Township Supervisor Mike Corrigan and Leyden Township
Supervisor Rocco Biscaglio were part of the event for kids to work with
Chicago Fire coaches on technique. Approximately 60 young athletes
participated in the clinic.

“Township government is as local as it gets,” said Corrigan. “To see the inspiration and excitement that this brings to each kid and their family — that’s why
we’re involved to help our residents become healthy, active members in our communities.”

Biscaglio said that it was also inspiring to have this collaborative partnership for the clinic. “Healthy adults start out as healthy kids,” he said. “I think we all
understand that and it’s good to see support of events like this.”
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Proviso Township Handyman Program

Late Summer 2024 — Proviso Township Handyman News

Are you having problems with your door or gate locks? We can replace those for you!
It’s time to replace your furnace filter in preparation for the fall months.

It’s getting dark out earlier! Time to make sure your outside light fixtures and security lights are in working order.
We can change the lightbulbs or the fixtures. We can also help put away your lawn furniture.
When was the last time you changed the batteries in your smoke alarms?

The Proviso Township Handyman Program serves homeowners over the age of 60
and disabled homeowners who are residents of Proviso Township.

Call us at (708) 547-4001 to schedule an appointment and register for our program.

Bellwood - Berkeley - Broadview - Brookfield - Forest Park - Hillside -
LaGrange Park - Maywood - Melrose Park - North Riverside - Northlake
- Stone Park - Westchester - Western Springs

+ Only Homeowners within the boundaries of the Proviso Township+

Michael A. Gorrigan
Supervisonr

Anthony "Tony” Williams Steven J. Zawaski
Clerk Assessor

Gay F. Chase e Evelyn Chavez ¢ Joseph Ghristopher  Tommy Olson
Trustees




Proviso Township Handyman Program

Handyman Program for homeowners
over the age of 60 and/or
disabled residents of Proviso Township.

e Minor repail's only.

° $5 per visit plus cost of parts, if needed.

e Provide referrals on a variety of home maintenance issues.
e Appointments are 45 minutes or less.

The Proviso Township Handyman Program Only Serves Homeowners Within the Boundaries of Proviso Township.
Bellwood - Berkeley * Broadview * Brookfield  Forest Park - Hillside « LaGrange Park
Maywood - Melrose Park - Northlake * North Riverside - Stone Park + Westchester - Western Springs

Please call us at (708) 547-4001 if you have any guestions

and to schedule your appointment
WE DO........ WE DO ............

Blinds/Curtain Rods - Install/Repair Mailboxes - Install/Repair/Replace
Boxes Stored (50 lbs. limit) Outdoor Furniture - Put Away/Take Out
Carpentry-Minor repairs i.e.: Replace loose/rotten boards Outdoor Lighting - Repair or Replace
(Height Limit of 6 feet)

Caulking - Minor interior only - No removal of existing caulk Outdoor Water Spigot - Shut Off/Turn On

Ceiling Fans - Repair Switches Only Picture - Hang Only

Decks - Minor Repairs Only Referrals for Tradesperson - Referrals Only
Not Recommendations

Doorbells - Repair/Replace Buttons Screens - Put In/Take Out (Limit 6 feet)
Door Locks - Repair/Replace Shower Heads - Repair/Replace/Install
Door Sweeps - Repair/Replace/Install Shower Wands - Repair/Replace/Install
Doors - Plane, Repair/Replace Hinges Sink Drains Pipes & Stoppers - Repair or Replace
Electrical Outlets & Switches - Replace Smoke Detectors/CO Detectors - Install or Replace
Batteries

Electrical GFCI Outlets - Replace & Install Storm Doors - Repair (No Installations)

Faucets - Repair or Replace Storm Windows - Put In/Take Out (Limit 6 feet)
Furniture Assembly (Small pieces only) (no IKEA) Supply Valves - Replace, Kitchen & Bath Only
Furniture Moving - 50 lbs. limit Threshold - Repairs & Replacement

Furniture Repair - Minor Only Toilets - Minor Repairs - No Rodding

Grab Bars - Install or Replace TV/TV Converter Box - Install & Program

(NO Comcast)

Handrails - Install or Replace Weather Stripping - Doors & Windows

Light Bulbs - Change

Light Fixtures - Repair or Replace

PROVISO TOWNSHIP — Your Neighbors, Your Government

MICHAEL A. CORRIGAN, SUPERVISOR
TOWNSHIP OF PROVISO Anthony "“Tony” Williams, Clerk e Steven J. Zawaski, Assessor
4565 Harrison St. Gay F. Chase, Trustee  Evelyn Chavez, Trustee

Hillside, IL 60162 N
P 708-449-4307 Joseph Christopher, Trustee  Tommy Olson, Trustee

F: 7"‘_"2:’2'12::” Here to Serve Melrose Park & Surrounding Communities
www.provisotownsnip.com
v ' Thank You Mayor Serico!
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springfield Updates —
State Rep. Norma Hernandez
Wraps Up Session with a Vision for the Future

State Rep. Norma Hernandez is deeply committed to serving the families of the 77th District, championing legislation that protects their rights, safety and financial
success. Her advocacy is evident in her strong support for the Safe Schools for All Act (HB3247), which ensures every child in lllinois can access a free public edu-
cation regardless of immigration or citizenship status. The bill prohibits discrimination in schools and protects students' privacy from immigration enforcement. Rep.
Hernandez is also a proud supporter of the Safe Gun Storage Act, now law, which requires secure firearm storage and strengthens reporting require-
ments for lost or stolen guns. These measures reflect her dedi-
cation to building safer schools, homes and neighborhoods
across the district.

Beyond safety and equity, Rep. Hernandez remains a vocal advo-
cate for economic fairness. She understands the strain that rising
property taxes place on families and is fighting for meaningful tax
relief to make homeownership more affordable. Her commitment
extends to promoting responsible government spending by pushing
to eliminate wasteful programs and inefficiencies at every level.
Through each initiative, Rep. Hernandez remains focused on advancing practical, people-first solutions that uplift her constituents and reflect the values of the 77th
District.

Despite the damaging effects of recent federal legislation led in Washington, Rep. Hernandez and other lllinois leaders are taking proactive steps to protect its
communities. While the federal budget bill includes delayed but severe cuts designed to conceal their full impact until after the 2026 elections, Rep. Hernandez and
other legislators saw the warning signs and built safeguards into the state’s budget. The state has prepared tools to manage potential disruptions in federal funding
and remains committed to making smart, compassionate decisions that prioritize the well-being of residents over politics.

Health care access is one of the most urgent challenges. As federal cuts threaten more than $50 billion in Medicaid funding and put 300,000 lllinois families at risk
of losing coverage, the state is working to protect health care infrastructure. Efforts are underway to preserve services in rural hospitals, nursing homes and clinics
like Planned Parenthood, which provide cancer screenings, birth control and reproductive care. lllinois is stepping in to stand up for patients and safeguarding care
for the most vulnerable.

The state is also responding to cuts in nutrition assistance by reaffirming its commitment to food security. Over 340,000 lllinois families could be affected by
reduced SNAP benefits, but state leaders recognize the broader impact on community well-being and local economies. SNAP supports thousands of jobs and
injects nearly $1 billion into lllinois wages annually. By emphasizing food access and continuing to support families and small businesses, lllinois is reinforcing the
safety net that helps communities thrive.

Rep. Hernandez and other state leaders are pushing forward on clean energy and education despite federal rollbacks. With billions in clean energy investment
now at risk and nearly 300 projects in jeopardy, the state remains committed to advancing renewable energy and job creation. At the same time, the legislature is
exploring ways to support students who may be impacted by cuts to federal student aid and loan protections. By focusing on long-term growth, equity and opportu-
nity, Rep. Norma Hernandez is working to counteract the effects of federal cuts and build a future where every resident has the chance to succeed.

77th District of lllinois Kicked Off the
2025 Sunday Strides Series in Melrose Park

On Sunday, July 27, women from across the 77th District gathered in Melrose Park to kick off the 2025 Sunday Strides summer event — an energetic and
empowering community walk hosted by State Rep. Norma Hernandez in partnership with Coach Susie Castro of O’Hare Fuerza and Conditioning. The
series, now in full stride, invites women to tour the district on foot while building connections, promoting wellness, and discovering the rich resources
available throughout their neighborhoods.

This year’s focus is on spotlighting local parks and the opening walk put a well-deserved emphasis on the parks owned and maintained by the Veterans
Park District. Starting in Melrose Park, participants made their way through Bulger Park, Bataan Park and the George A. Leoni Complex — three vital
spaces that offer everything from playgrounds and fitness facilities to open green areas for families and residents to gather. Along the way, walkers had
the chance to connect with one another, engage with local leaders and take in the sights of the very communities they call home.

Melrose Park and the Veterans Park District played a key role in the success of the day, offering a welcoming setting and strong local spirit that ener-
gized the group from start to finish. We also extend our thanks to the Melrose Park Police Department, whose two bike officers accompanied the walkers
and ensured the group moved safely through the route.
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A special highlight of the day was the visit to the George A. Leoni Complex, where staff provided a behind-the-scenes tour of the facility and shared the
variety of programs and services available through the Veterans Park District. From youth sports to adult fitness classes, the complex demonstrated how
much our local
parks con-
tribute to the
health and
vitality of the
community. It
was a perfect
way to cap off
an energizing
walk and an
exciting launch
to a summer
series that’s all about movement, connection and pride in the 77th District.

Don't hesitate to follow us on social media @rep.normahernandez on Instagram or on Facebook as we get closer to other exciting events we will be
hosting near you!

Three Programs, One Vision: State Rep. Norma Hernandez
Recaps Youth Engagement Wins

Over the past two years, State Rep. Norma Hernandez has proudly led three successful cohorts for the youth of the lllinois 77th District. This started with the
Youth Advisory Council. It implemented a participatory budgeting component where $5,000 in funds were donated toward the youth council by Rep. Hernandez so
participating students could have a budget to discuss and decide on how to properly allocate funds toward projects that would be most beneficial to youth in the
77th District. Students from local area high school districts overlapping with the 77th District convened every month to share their ideas and discuss which were
the best projects to select and fund for the coming year. From that, the Youth Ambassador Program and Student Advisory Assembly were born.

A winning project from the Youth Advisory Council was the Youth Ambassador Program, which was amongst the two selected projects by our young participants.
This youth program consisted of 10 students who were selected through an application process to become youth ambassadors. Each Youth Ambassador comes
from a high school district that overlaps with the
77th District. These youth ambassadors were split
up into cohorts based on township, and each
cohort actively participates in attending library, vil-
lage and board of education meetings. Our monthly
meetings served as a platform for the students to
share and discuss their experiences, as well as
what they've learned from these meetings.

After this program, came the Student Advisory
Assembly. The second among two selected pro-
jects by our young participants. The Student
Advisory Assembly Program engaged stu-
dents in local governance by requiring partici-
pants to attend monthly school board meet-
ings. The program brings together high school
and college students from the 77th District to
trade discourse from their schools and com-
munities. The Student Advisory Assembly
serves as a think tank, empowering students
to propose creative solutions and initiatives.
Using our office as a resource, students had
the opportunity to develop ideas based on
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insights gathered from the meetings they attended and other students they convened with.

This youth program consisted of 10 students who were selected through an application process to become student representatives. The body consists of a
speaker and secretary from Triton College and College of DuPage, with student representatives from a high school district that overlaps with the 77th District.
These student representatives participated in attending their school board meetings and attended their monthly SAA general body meetings. The Student Advisory
Assembly served as a platform for the students to share and discuss their experiences, as well as what they’ve learned from these meetings.

The success of these programs wouldn’t have been possible without the dedication of the students involved, who displayed outstanding commitment and enthu-
siasm throughout the year. Their hard work and dedication have set a high standard for future participants and their efforts will surely inspire others to follow in
their footsteps.

Rep. Hernandez’s continued investment in the next generation of leaders ensures that the lllinois 77th District will remain a place where young voices are heard,
valued, and empowered to make a real difference in their communities. We look forward to seeing the continued growth and success of these young leaders and
are excited to welcome the next group of young leaders in the future! Stay tuned!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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RTANT NEWS FR

FRANKJ AGUIlAR

COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER

Cook County Commissioner

Our New Website is Live!

Our office is so excited to announce the launch of our new website. You can find information on county services, upcoming events, news
around the 16th District, sign up for our newsletter and more!

Please visit www.commissionerfrankjaguilar.com to view the website.

President Preckwinkle Announces
$25 Million in Grant Awards for Community-Based
Programming to Address Gun Violence

Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle, the Cook County Justice Advisory Council and nonprofit leaders came together to announce
grant awards under two complementary grant initiatives designed to improve community safety in Cook County.

Through the Cook County Community Violence Intervention (CC-CVI) initiative, the County is investing $20 million in community-based ser-
vices for residents at risk of being involved in gun violence. The Cook County Wraparound Services for Survivors of Gun Violence (CC-SGV)
initiative is beginning with an initial $5 million investment in community-based services that support survivors of gun violence and their families.

To learn more about the CC-CVI and CC-SGV initiatives, and other community safety investments, visit CookCountylL.gov/JACGrants.

Commissioner Aguilar Partners with
Leyden Township for Job Fair

On Saturday, June 14, Commissioner Aguilar partnered with Commissioner Maggie Trevor and Leyden Township Supervisor Rocco Biscaglio to
host a job fair in Franklin Park.

Thank you to all our co-sponsors who joined us and to all the businesses and attendees who came out. Commissioner Aguilar will continue to

work with local officials and businesses to ensure we are making these job opportunities as accessible to the community as possible, allowing
for people to find good work with dignity in the communities they live in.

LeadCGare Gook Gounty Gelehbrates
200 Lead Service Lines Replaced at
Childcare Facilities Across Suburhan Gook Gounty

LeadCare Cook County recently reached a major public health milestone with the replacement of its 200th lead service line at a childcare facili-
ty in suburban Cook County. LeadCare Cook County will remain open through the summer of 2026.

Childcare providers can learn more and apply to the program at leadcarecookcounty.org or by calling (773) 389-5657. Assistance is available in
both English and Spanish.
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GCook Gounty, Rehuilding Together
Gelebrate Gompletion of Veteran Home Repair Program

Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle joined the county’s Department of Veterans Affairs along with representatives from Rebuilding Together
Metro Chicago (RTMC) and other elected officials to announce the completion of the Veteran Home Repair Program. In partnership with RTMC, Cook
County allocated $1.25 million to complete indoor and outdoor repairs to 30 veteran-owned homes throughout Cook County. This free program was avail-
able to Cook County veteran homeowners, dependent spouses or caretakers who provide housing for a veteran.

For more information about the program, visit www.cookcountyil.gov/service/veteran-home-repair-program

Gook Gounty Board Approves Funding for
Second Phase of Down Payment Assistance Program

This past June, the Cook County Board of Commissioners approved $8.6 million to support a second phase of the Cook County Down Payment
Assistance Program, which will assist residents in the homebuying process.

“Part of the American Dream is homeownership and this program has helped that dream become reality for hundreds of Cook County households,” said
Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle. “I'm grateful to the Cook County Board of Commissioners for its support of a second round of funding,
and we look forward to helping even more people as they look to purchase a home. My administration is committed to making Cook County a viable
place to live, work and raise a family.”

The second phase of the Cook County Down Payment Assistance Program comes in the wake of a $3 million pilot program that launched in 2024 and
assisted in the purchase of over 200 homes countywide.

As part of the program, the Cook County Bureau of Economic Development partners with Stifel, Inc., an investment banking firm, and Club 720 Solutions
LLC, which helps individuals achieve homeownership by providing access to down payment assistance programs, coaching and educational resources.

The Cook County Down Payment Assistance Program provides subsidies equal to 5% of the home's sale price, up to $25,000. Subsidies can assist with
down payments, closing costs or interest-rate buydowns for homes located in Cook County.

“For many individuals and their families, the main avenue for generational wealth and long-term financial security is home ownership,” said Commissioner
Frank J. Aguilar. “But not all potential homeowners are the same. Ensuring we are taking steps and supporting programs that help increase the access
people have to home ownership is critical in supporting our constituents and the communities where they want to build a life.”

The assistance is provided as a forgivable second loan over a five-year term.

Households with an annual income at or below 120% of the area median income (AMI) are eligible. For a family of four, this is $143,880.

For those buying in disproportionately impacted areas or qualified census tracts, there is no income limit.

Applicants must also have a minimum credit score of 620.

All first-time homebuyers — which include those purchasing a home for the first time in three years — must complete a nationally accredited course
through a U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development-approved housing counseling agency before closing.

Homes may include single-family homes, townhomes or condominiums.

During the pilot program, participants received an average of $15,000 in assistance, and 80% of participants were first-time homebuyers. The program
allowed buyers to access homes priced from $200,000 to $400,000, which had previously been considered beyond their means.

The Cook County Down Payment Assistance Program is part of a broader commitment by the county to expand affordable housing access and create
equity in homeownership across the region.

Club 720 will host biweekly virtual workshops that will educate homebuyers about eligibility, how to apply and how to work with participating lenders.
These sessions, available in English and Spanish, will feature expert housing counselors, real estate professionals and lending partners.

For more information, whether you're a homebuyer or interested lender, visit club720.org/cookcounty-dpa/.

.
103



News firom lllincis Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias

Giannoulias Announces Expanded
Walk-In Saturday Hours at 12 Metro Chicago DMVs

Urges Residents to Cross the DMV 0ff the End-of-Summer Checklist
hy Visiting a Saturday Location

lllinois Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias announced 12 DMV locations will begin offering walk-in Saturday hours through Sept. 6.
With the end of summer approaching, many lllinoisans are rushing to finish their summer checklists. To help reduce weekday wait times and increase
the number of residents the DMV can serve, the office is expanding the number of locations open on Saturdays.
These locations will serve walk-in customers, 7:30 a.m.-noon, offering a variety of express services ranging from renewing driver’s licenses and vehicle
registrations to acquiring a REAL ID.
The following locations will be open to assist lllinoisans:

Addison — 50 E. Oak St., Addison, IL 60101 Aurora — 970 N. Lake St. Suite B, Aurora, IL 60506
Bridgeview — 7358 W. 87th St., Bridgeview, IL 60455 Chicago Heights — 570 W. 209th St., Chicago Heights, IL 60411
Chicago West — 5301 W. Lexington St., Chicago, IL 60644 Des Plaines — 1470 Lee St., Des Plaines, IL 60018
Elgin — 595 S. State St., Elgin, IL 60123 Joliet — 201 S. Joyce Rd., Joliet, IL 60435
Lake Zurich — 951 S. Rand Rd., Lake Zurich, IL 60047 Melrose Park — 1903 N. Mannheim Rd., Melrose Park, IL 60160
St. Charles — 3851 E. Main St., St. Charles, IL 60174 Woodstock — 428 S. Eastwood Dr., Woodstock, IL 60098

The following DMV locations will continue to maintain their regular appointment-only Saturday hours:
Chicago North — 5401 N. Elston Ave., Chicago, IL 60630 Chicago South — 9901 S. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr., Chicago, IL 60628
Deerfield — Deerfield Park Plaza, 405 Lake Cook Rd., A6-9, Deerfield, IL 60015
Lombard — 837 Westmore-Meyer Rd., Unit A2, Lombard IL 60148 Midlothian — 14434 S. Pulaski Ave., Midlothian, IL 60445
Naperville — 931 W. 75th St., Suite 161, Naperville, IL 60565 Schaumburg — 1227 E. Golf Rd., Schaumburg, IL 60173
Waukegan — 617 S. Green Bay Rd., Waukegan, IL 60085 (Open now-Sept. 6.)

During the End-of-Summer Saturday Hours, customers can apply for or renew a driver’s license, state ID card or a REAL ID; switch from a temporary
visitor driver’s license (TVDL) to a standard driver’s license; renew their vehicle registration; or apply for persons with disabilities placards. Make sure to
visit www.ilsos.gov to check what documents are required for each transaction type.

lllinois residents going to the DMV specifically for a REAL ID can go online to access an interactive checklist to make sure they have the documents
they need before heading to a DMV.

Giannoulias Launches Driving Change Campaign
for Auto Insurance Fairness

Gampaign Seeks Input from Hlincisans Thrrough New Wehsite and Statewide Town Halls

lllinois Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias is launching a statewide advocacy campaign aimed at preventing insurance companies from using socio-eco-
nomic data — such as credit scores, ZIP codes and age — to charge lllinoisans higher auto insurance rates.

As part of his “Driving Change” Campaign, Giannoulias is seeking input from lllinoisans, asking them to share their stories about unfair and discrimina-
tory ratemaking practices employed by auto insurance companies. Giannoulias launched the campaign recently in Chicago’s Bronzeville neighborhood,
joined by supporters, including AARP lllinois and legislative sponsors State Sen. Ram Villivalam (8th District-Chicago) and State Rep. Rita Mayfield (60th
District-Waukegan).

“As secretary of state, | strongly believe that an individual’s driving record should serve as the primary factor that’s analyzed when setting auto insur-
ance rates,” Giannoulias said. “Insurance companies need to implement a ratemaking process that’s fair and transparent. The current system results in
fewer lllinoisans being able to afford insurance and fewer opting to pay for it, making our roads less safe for everyone.”

“Older drivers in lllinois are the safest drivers and their auto insurance rates should reflect this,” said Philippe Largent, state director for AARP lllinois.
“On behalf of our 1.7 million members across the state, we applaud Secretary Giannoulias for his interest in finding a ratemaking process that does not
discriminate against drivers for their age. And we look forward to working with his office, the insurance industry and the general assembly to develop
criteria that ensures lllinois’ safe drivers are not penalized for non-driving related factors. They deserve rates that are as low and fair as possible.”

A new Secretary of State website — www.ilsos.gov/drivingchange — enables lllinoisans to learn more about the issue and easily share their stories about
unfair and discriminatory ratemaking practices by insurance companies. The site also allows users to email their state representative and senator, and
urge them to support reforming the current system.

Over the next several weeks, the Secretary of State’s Office is also conducting a series of town hall meetings across the state to gather local
input and help inform legislation to be filed in the next general assembly session. Locations and times of the town hall meetings will be posted on
www.ilsos.gov/drivingchange.



Upcoming town hall meetings: Aug. 26 — South Suburbs; Sept. 3 — Metro East; Sept. 17 — Champaign; Sept. 22 — Chicago, West Side; Sept. 24 —
Peoria; Oct. 1 — Rockford; and Oct. 15 — Springfield.

lllinois-focused studies have revealed ratemaking inequities and disparities, including insurers on average increasing rates on senior drivers and charg-
ing consumers with a safe driving record and poor credit hundreds of dollars more than someone with a DUI conviction and excellent credit. As a result,
drivers from disadvantaged neighborhoods and communities of color disproportionately suffer.

The launch of the campaign comes as insurance rates for both homes and automobiles are skyrocketing. According to Insurify, lllinois auto insurance
rates increased 18% in 2024 and are projected to increase another 4% in 2025, bringing the projected annual cost of full coverage to $2,050. Meanwhile,
new tariffs are expected to cause auto part prices to climb and result in insurance rates soaring even higher.

Along with factors like credit reports, address and age, insurance companies are using third-party site data from sources like social media and common
cellphone apps, which can be used in a discriminatory way to unfairly determine rates.

In addition, State Farm announced recently that it would start hiking homeowners insurance rates by more than 27%, prompting Gov. JB Pritzker to call
on the legislature to find a solution.

Like most states, lllinois requires every vehicle owner to buy insurance, but it is one of only two states — along with Wyoming — that doesn’t require prior
rate review to protect insurance customers from excessive or unfair rates.

Giannoulias Legislation to Enhance Protections for
lllinois Libraries and Librarians Signed into Law

Libraries Gan Use State Funding Grants to Increase Safety

Bipartisan legislation drafted by lllinois Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias designed to improve security at libraries and enhance safety for librarians was
recently signed into law.

The measure, which was approved in the general assembly this spring, allows the Secretary of State’s Office to issue funding grants to increase securi-
ty measures at public, school and academic libraries.

“I firmly believe that libraries should serve as welcoming places for lifelong learning and community engagement, but unfortunately, they have faced
increased threats of violence and acts of intimidation in recent years,” Giannoulias said. “Meanwhile, the personal safety and welfare of many librarians
has been placed at risk for simply doing their jobs. Their personal safety at work should not be their primary concern.”

The legislation, which was signed into law recently by Gov. JB Pritzker and takes effect on Jan. 1, 2026, was sponsored by State Sen. Laura Murphy
(28th District-Des Plaines) and State Rep. Michael Coffey Jr. (95th District-Springfield), and had strong support from the lllinois Library Association and
the lllinois Municipal League.

The legislation comes after several libraries across the state received bomb threats in recent years, including the lllinois State Library. There have been
more than 25 bomb threats with multiple libraries responding to repeat threats during the past two years.

While state law contains penalties for threats targeting schools, public officials and human services providers, it does not include the same protections
for all libraries and librarians.

Under the legislation, state library grant applicants will have the ability to use funding to install things like security cameras, silent alarms or security
check points for which funding is not always available and until now grants were not authorized to support.

Ahout the lllinois Secretary of State's Office

As the largest secretary of state's office in the nation, the lllinois Secretary of State processes more transactions and is visited by more residents than
any other.

From issuing driver’s licenses and registering vehicles to maintaining the organ donor registry, incorporating business entities and administering the
state's literacy efforts, our office directly touches the lives of nearly everyone in lllinois.

We are dedicated to transforming the office to best serve lllinoisans by redefining public service, streamlining operations, improving customer service
and reducing wait times at DMVs.

What We Do

* Manage one of the state's largest databases, holding more than 2 billion records and keeping track of approximately 9 million drivers, 11 million regis-
tered vehicles and more than 1 million registered business entities.

* Promote safe driving by educating motorists and advocating for laws to reduce distracted and impaired driving.

* Preserve and store more than 75,000 cubic feet of documents and artifacts as the state archivist, and handle more than 28 million requests for infor-
mation annually.

* Process approximately 789,000 voter registration applications annually through our Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) System.

* Issue approximately 600,000 parking placards for persons with disabilities and crack down on the illegal use and abuse of placards.

* Register new businesses and oversee 1 million business entities, including corporations, limited liability companies and not-for-profit corporations.

* Regulate the investment industry in lllinois, investigating complaints of fraud and registering more than 200,000 securities salespersons and 22,000
investment advisers.

* Maintain the nation's largest organ and tissue donor registry, with more than 7.5 million registrants.

+ Oversee approximately 150 sworn investigators comprising the Secretary of State's police force that secures the Capitol Complex, investigate auto-
mobile fraud and thefts, and operate the state's Bomb Squad Unit.

+ Coordinate a network of more than 1,800 libraries and, in the last year, awarding more than 1,600 grants to public and school libraries across the

state, totaling $62 million.

Visit the lilinois Secretary of State’s wehsite at www.ilsos.gov/ for information you can use.
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From the Office of Michael W. Frerichs, llincis State Treasurer

State Treasurer Michael Frerichs Announces Winners of
2025 Cream of the Crop Photography Gontest

State Treasurer Michael Frerichs has announced the winning photographers for the 2025 Cream of the Crop Photography Contest, which provides lllinois
students with a creative opportunity to share their vision of agriculture in our state. The top nine photographers, ages 8-18, will be awarded Bright Start
529 college savings scholarships.

“Congratulations to the young photographers who have showcased their talents and creativity in the Cream of the Crop competition this year,” Frerichs
said. “Their photos illustrate the beauty and diversity of agriculture in lllinois.”

You can see the photos of the top three finishers in each of the three age categories on the state treasurer’s website. Winning entries and other photo
submissions will be featured in the 2025-2026 Ag Invest calendar, which can be ordered online, and the first-place photos also will be displayed in the
lobby of the lllinois State Treasurer’s Office building in downtown Springfield. A list of the winners can be found below.

The contest consisted of three age groups — ages 8-10, 11-14 and 15-18. In each age category, first-place winners are awarded a $1,000 Bright Start
529 scholarship, second-place winners receive a $500 scholarship, and third-place winners receive a $250 scholarship.

Treasurer Frerichs administers the Bright Start 529 and Bright Directions 529 programs to assist families in saving and investing for higher education
expenses, such as at a university or college, community college, trade school or apprenticeship.

For more information, visit BrightStart.com and BrightDirections.com.

The 2025 Cream of the Crop contest attracted 205 entries from students across lllinois. A panel of judges selected the winning photos. The judges were
Scott Rhoads, regional president of Carrollton Bank; Gary Mueller, vice president of Havana National Bank; and Riley Wells, associate director of the
lllinois Foundation FFA.

In its 13th year, the Cream of the Crop Contest is part of the lllinois State Treasurer’s Ag Invest Program. Ag Invest offers loan opportunities for lllinois
farmers and agri-businesses to start, expand or add value to their farm operations. As one of the nation’s largest agricultural linked deposit programs, Ag
Invest has supported more than 13,000 borrowers and partnered with more than 80 financial institutions since 2015, when Frerichs became treasurer.

8-10 Age Bracket Winners
First Place: Jerry F., Wheat, Springfield (Sangamon County)
Second Place: Emery E., Dinner Time, Wyoming (Stark County) -« Third Place: Vada E., Cattle Feed, Wyoming (Stark County)
11-14 Age Bracket Winners
First Place: John G., Harvest Time, Stillman Valley (Ogle County)
Second Place: Jackson S., Highland Cows, Mason City (Mason County) -« Third Place: Hope L., Evening Snack, Jerseyville (Jersey County)
15-18 Age Bracket Winners
First Place: Ryan L., Playtime, Villa Grove (Champaign County)
Second Place: Davin G., The Harvest, Marissa (St. Clair County) -+ Third Place: Nolan L., Dreaming of Big Wins, Wellington (Iroquois County)

Treasurer Frerichs invited the first-place winners to an Aug. 8 reception on Agriculture Day at the State Fair.

State Treasurer Michael Frerichs Returns Recond
$303 Million to People, Businesses, Nonprofits
in Fiscal Year 2025

llinois State Treasurer Michael Frerichs returned a record $303.8 million in missing money to nearly 312,000 residents, businesses and organizations
through the I-CASH Program during Fiscal Year 2025.

Frerichs marked the record-breaking total by presenting a check for more than $200,000 to the Orphans of the Storm animal shelter in Riverwoods. The
money comes from a late Lake County woman who named the shelter as a beneficiary of her life insurance policy.

“We made common-sense changes to I-CASH to return more money to more folks and we are proud to set records,” Frerichs said. “But we’re even
more proud of helping people. One of my biggest fights was to take on insurance companies to make sure life insurance benefits rightfully end up with
the people and organizations they were left to.”

This gift represents a meaningful and impactful contribution to Orphans of the Storm and comes as the shelter approaches its 100th anniversary and is
actively planning for the next century of compassionate animal care.

“We are deeply grateful for this generous gift and for Treasurer Frerichs’ leadership in making sure it reached us,” said Michelle Shields, volunteer pres-
ident of the board of directors at Orphans of the Storm. “For nearly a century, our shelter has been part of the fabric of this community. We have connect-
ed people and animals through love, care and second chances. This support honors that legacy and helps us build toward a future where every animal
has a safe place to land and a family to call their own.”

I-CASH is one of lllinois’ oldest consumer protection initiatives. The lllinois State Treasurer’s Office is tasked with safeguarding and returning unclaimed
property, including the contents of overlooked safe deposit boxes, unpaid life insurance benefits, forgotten bank accounts and unused rebate cards. The
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lllinois Treasurer is legally required to return unclaimed property to its owner or heirs, no matter how long it takes.

The record-setting $303.8 million Treasurer Frerichs returned in missing money broke last year’s mark, which was $301 million.

“It's not just people we return money to, but businesses and organizations as well,” Frerichs said. “We encourage business owners and nonprofit
groups to check the I-CASH site to see if we have money waiting for them to claim.”

The Enhanced Money Match Program is a key driver in this success, taking the “claim” out of unclaimed property by automatically returning money
without the need to file a claim after some information is electronically verified. This summer, a record-breaking 600,000 people will receive $45 million in
money they didn’t even know they had coming.

Most of the matched claims in this Enhanced Money Match round equal $50 or less, though some people can have multiple claims and their checks will
amount to much more. Frerichs’ office founded the Enhanced Money Match Program in 2018 and has since returned more than $130 million to more than
870,000 people.

All told, Frerichs has returned more than $2.3 billion in missing money during his time in office. When Frerichs first became treasurer, there were 60,000
claims paid a year. Today, more than 300,000 claims are paid a year, owing in no small part to Frerichs’ complete restructuring of the missing money
process. The State Treasurer’s Office added electronic claims and eliminated red tape that slowed small-money claims.

Frerichs also added a Friends and Family “share” feature. When visitors to the I-CASH website come across the name of someone they know, they can
select the “share” icon and provide the email address of their friend or relative. Frerichs’ office will notify the individual by sending an email that mentions the
missing money along with the name of the friend or relative who spotted it. Then, that individual can start the process of retrieving their missing money.

Last year, Treasurer Frerichs unveiled a Spanish-language missing money website. The site works the same way as its English-language counterpart.
People enter a name and city or ZIP code into the search box, and if there’s a match, they can start filing a claim online.

When the Treasurer’s Office’s safe deposit boxes fill up, unclaimed items go up for auction after 10 years of private and public attempts to locate the
owner or heirs.

lllinois is a national leader in the unclaimed property space and is frequently consulted by other states’ leaders who are seeking to reform their
unclaimed property laws, rules and procedures.

The lllinois State Treasurer’s Office recommends that people check at least twice each year at icash.illinoistreasurer.gov to see if missing money is

" Iiinois Treasurer Michael Frerichs Returns
Lost Purple Heart to Family of D-Day Survivor

Operation Purple Heart Finds 15th Family Whose Military Honors Were Missing for Years

Ahead of Independence Day, lllinois Treasurer Michael Frerichs returned a lost Purple Heart medal to the brother and granddaughter of a World War Il
veteran who earned it while fighting to liberate Europe.

Frerichs reunited Army Private John L. Moore’s medal with Jerry Moore, his youngest
brother, and Angie Holliger, Private Moore’s granddaughter, during a ceremony at the
World War Il Memorial in Decatur, where Jerry lives.

It is the 15th lost medal Frerichs has returned as part of Operation Purple Heart, an . I o
unprecedented mission to return lost medals with the rightful owners. The iconic military L4 PURPI.': I‘“:A“ !
honor is given to individuals wounded or killed during military combat. .

“Private Moore defended democracy during some of the fiercest battles of WW 11,” ."'“'“%1' Ll
Frerichs said. “It is an honor to finally return his Purple Heart to his loving family.”

John Moore survived the 1944 D-Day invasion only to be wounded weeks later by
shrapnel in his right wrist, left knee and lower right leg. The 20-year-old later returned to battle on the front lines, including in Rhineland. However, nerve
damage diminished the use of his hand, which led to additional hospitalizations.

Private Moore returned to lllinois in 1946, going back to Peoria where he grew up. He and wife Grace had five children.

The war injuries caused Moore chronic pain, especially in his legs, according to family members. Nevertheless, he worked in the trades doing carpentry
and roofing. He also spent time as a truck driver, postal worker and maintenance supervisor before retiring in 1986.

He enjoyed the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing, and was very active in military organizations in Peoria Heights and East Peoria. He died at 78
in 2002 after suffering a heart attack.

“My brother was very proud of his military service, and it is very nice to have this Purple Heart back in the family,” said Jerry Moore, who also served in
the Army.

“I cannot believe | am holding my grandfather’s Purple Heart,” granddaughter Holliger said. “He was very proud of his service and it showed through all
of his work with the veterans back home.”

The Purple Heart was in a safe deposit box submitted to the State Treasurer’s Office in 2001. The 15 Purple Heart medals Treasurer Frerichs has
returned is an unparalleled record in lllinois and the nation. Information about Operation Purple Heart, including a full list of Purple Heart medals returned
and awaiting return, is available at operationpurpleheart.org.

Military medals are among the most difficult items to return because neither the Armed Forces nor the federal government maintain a comprehensive
list of awardees. In most of these cases, the conflict in which the Purple Heart was awarded, such as World War |, World War Il, Korea, Vietham or
Desert Storm, is unclear or unknown.

Each of the Purple Heart medals was inside a bank safe deposit box. Each bank determined the safe deposit box abandoned because the owner(s) of
the box had not touched it in several years. As a result, the contents were turned over to the lllinois State Treasurer’s Office I-CASH Program.

Safeguarding unclaimed property until it can be returned to its owners or heirs — no matter how long it takes — is a core function of the State Treasurer’s
Office. Other examples of unclaimed property include bank accounts, unpaid life insurance benefits and uncashed rebate checks.

OPERATION
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: Busse Night Ride — Saturday, Aug. 23 6 p.m.
: Busse Lake Boating Genter

(Higgins Road/Route 72, East of I-290/Hwy 53, Near Elk Grove Village)

Ride the trail at sunset, twilight or in the dark! Ticket includes live music, bonfires, refreshments and
: more.

: Cost — Free. Contact — (773) 758-8899/experience.nature @cookcountyil.gov.

Registration required at https://www.egvbikes.org/busse-woods-night-ride.html.

: Bird Walk — Sunday, Aug. 24 * 8 a.m.
: Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest)

: Join us for a guided bird walk. Led by John Elliott of the Chicago Bird Alliance. Binoculars available to
: borrow.

Check Out
These
Seasonal
Events
and
Activities
atthe
Cook Gounty
Forest
Preserves

Join Our Programming :

Teams and Naturalists
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for Some Upcoming
Fun, Educational
In-Person and
Virtual Offerings

Cost — Free. Contact — (708) 366-6530 (registration required, call for information).

: The Buzz on Bees — Sunday, Aug. 24  1:30 p.m.
: River Trail Nature Center (3120 Milwaukee Ave., Northhrook)

Visit our beehives and meet the beekeepers to learn about bees, pollination and honey.
. Cost — Free. Contact — (847) 824-8360.

: Printmaking 101: Linocuts Workshop — Sunday, Aug. 24 * 1:30 p.m.
: Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest)

Learn the art of linocuts, cutting a design into linoleum blocks and inking prints of a plant or animal. All
: materials and instruction provided. All skill levels welcomed. Ages 16 and up.
Cost — Free. Contact — (708) 366-6530 (registration required, call for information).

: Healing Trees & Sound Bath — Wednesday, Aug. 27 « 9:30 a.m.

: River Trail Nature Genter (3120 Milwaukee Ave., Northhrook)

: Led by certified forest therapy guide Gayle Byck of In Tune with Nature, and Kim Eisendrath of Fascia
and Function, experience the health benefits of being in nature with forest meditation and sound bathing.
: Ages 18 and up.

. Cost — Free. Contact — (847) 824-8360 (registration required, call for information).

Night of Nature Play — Wednesday, Aug. 27 « 7 p.m.
Eggers Grove (112th Street and S Ave. E, Chicago)

Experience nature at night through open play, star gazing and s’mores. Grove 3.
: Cost — Free. Contact — (224) 763-4317/experience.nature @cookcountyil.gov.

: Landscape Needle Felting — Thursday, Aug. 28 « 1 p.m.
: Saganashkee Slough Boat Launch

(107th Street, West of Willow Springs Road/104th Avenue, Near Willow Springs)

Explore the beauty of our natural landscapes using natural fibers. Supplies provided.

: Cost — Free. Contact — (312) 533-5751/experience.nature @cookcountyil.gov (registration required, call for
: information).

Be a Better Birder: Intro to Bird ID — Thursday, Aug. 28 * 6 p.m.

Virtual Event

Learn the basics of bird identification and the lingo birders use to describe birds.
: Cost — Free. Contact — Jessica.becker@cookcountyil.gov (registration required, send email for informa-

tion).

Nature Weaving Workshop for Seniors — Friday, Aug. 29 10 a.m.

Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest)

Join local artist Phyllis Frick in exploring weaving with natural vegetation, seeds and more. Participants
: will create a small wall hanging. All materials provided.
Cost — Free. Contact — (708) 366-6530 (registration required, call for information).



Sit ‘N’ Sip: Humminghirds-Drop-in — Saturday, Aug. 30 8 a.m.
Sand Ridge Nature Center (15891 Paxton Ave., South Holland)

Observe hummingbirds stocking up for their southward migration, and enjoy coffee and tea.

Cost — Free. Contact — (708) 868-0606/sandridge.naturecenter@cookcountyil.gov (registration required, call for information).

“Bone"” Appetit — Saturday, Aug. 30 ¢ 3 p.m.
Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest)

Join us at feeding time as we feed our outdoor Ambassador Animals.
Cost — Free. Contact — (708) 366-6530 (registration required, call for information).

View Finder-Drop-in — Saturday, Aug. 30 ¢ 10 a.m.
Little Red Schoolhouse Nature Genter (9800 Willow Springs Rd., Willow Springs)

Bring a phone or camera to learn about our natural areas through an informational photography scavenger
hunt.
Cost — Free. Contact — (708) 839-6897 (registration required, call for information).

Ecological Restoration Weekend — Sunday, Aug. 31 ¢ 9:30 a.m.
Sagawau Environmental Learning Genter (12545 W. 111th St., Lemont)

Put your muscles to work as you help restore habitat by removing invasive plants. Tools available for loan.
Cost — Free. Contact — (630) 257-2045 (registration required, call for information).

Odonata — Sunday, Aug. 31 « 11 a.m.
Little Red Schoolhouse Nature Genter (9800 Willow Springs Rd., Willow Springs)

Join us as we discover the beauty and benefits of dragonflies and damselflies dancing around our trails.
Cost — Free. Contact — (708) 839-6897 (registration required, call for information).

Migrating Monarchs Celehration — Sundav, Sept. 7 * Noon
Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest)

Celebrate the annual monarch butterfly migration with environmental and cultural displays, activities, music
and crafts.
Cost — Free. Contact — (708) 366-6530.

Palos Night Sky Picnic — Friday, Sept. 19 ¢ 5 p.m.

Pioneer Woods (107th Street, East of Willow Springs Road/Flavin Road, Near Willow Springs)

Take some time
to explore
our website at
www.fpdcc.com for
additional events and

valuable information
linked to the
GCook Gounty
Forest Preserves
experience!

Join us for the 2nd Annual Palos Night Sky Picnic! Explore the Palos Preserves at night, nestled within the largest Urban Night Sky Place. Bring your pic-
nic food, beverages and cocktails (no glass), and chairs to enjoy the evening. Live entertainment, informal exhibits, presentations and telescopes.

Rain/cloud date will be Saturday, Sept. 20.
Cost — Free. Contact — (708) 839-6897 (registration required, call for information).

Trash Bash — Saturday, Sept. 27 9 a.m.
Bunker Hill (Harts Road, Southwest of Touhy Avenue, Niles)

Make cleaning more sustainable! Our event partners will be collecting electronics, prescription drugs, books, musical instruments, bikes, clothing and

more. The first 25 donors receive a free “Don’t be Trashy” T-shirt. Groves 1 and 2.

Learn more about volunteer opportunities at the Forest Preserves, enjoy green giveaways courtesy of the Cook County Department of Environment

and Sustainability & MWRD, and participate in a self-led litter cleanup. Supplies will be provided.

Cook County Sheriff’s Office will be collecting unwanted/expired prescription pills, as well as recycling select electronics, including cables,
cellphones/telephone devices, computers/laptops, hardware, motherboards, monitors, calculators, printers, fax machines, game systems, stereos,
toasters, blenders, toner cartridges, UPS batteries, car batteries and televisions (limit one per household), offering off-site shredding.

Habitat for Humanity will be accepting tools, artwork, new/unused building materials, working small appliances, lawn/garden items and home goods.

South Suburban College/CHARM Center will be accepting glass, plastic bottles, cardboard, polystyrene, textiles and e-waste.

Working Bikes will be accepting adult bikes in repairable condition, gently used children’s bikes, bike parts, tools and bike accessories.

The Forest Preserves of Cook County will also have Terracycle receptacles for the collection of the following items:

+ Office Supplies — Binder clips and fasteners, binders, card filers, correction supplies, desk organizers, label backing, markers, paper cutters and

paperclips.

+ Batteries — dry cell batteries, including alkaline, nickel cadmium, lithium and lithium-ion, nickel metal hydride, iron, zinc carbon, silver and tire pres-

sure monitor system (TPMS), as well as AA, AAA, C, D and 9-volt.

* Lightbulbs — Intact LEDs, straight CFL, HID and U-bend lamps (no broken bulbs).
* Plastic Bags — Nonwoven shopping bags and plastic grocery bags.
Cost — Free. Contact — (773) 631-1790/joanna.huyck@cookcountyil.gov.
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News theZool

Your next visit to Brookfield Zoo isn't complete unless you've experienced
the amazing things on hand.
Here's a list of some incredible current and upcoming attractions.
Be sure to check out our website at www.brookfieldzoo.org for additional happenings.

Want to make the most of your zoo experience?
Become a member and you'll get exclusive discounts to most attractions,
not to mention so much morel!

Join Us for These Exciting Featured Events!

Frontera Farm to Tahle Dinner
Bramsen Tropical Forests/Friday, Sept. 12 ¢ 6 p.m.

Celebrate the flavors of our region at the 4th Annual Frontera Farm-to-Table Dinner, a truly unique culinary experience! This year, we're thrilled to
welcome you for an unforgettable evening that goes beyond the plate with more than Chef
Bayless and the Frontera Team, but we will also be showcasing other local celebrity chefs.

Begin your experience with a cocktail hour amidst the lush beauty of the new Bramsen Tropical
Forests habitat, a vibrant backdrop for tasting delicious sips and bites. Prepare to be inspired by a
captivating demonstration led by Chef Rick Bayless, showcasing his culinary artistry.

The 4th Annual Frontera Farm to Table Dinner is more than just a meal — it's an immer-
sive event that connects you with incredible food, inspiring conservation work and the beau-
ty of the natural world. All proceeds from this event will benefit the valuable programs of the
Frontera Farmer Foundation and Brookfield Zoo Chicago.

VIP Experience
For those seeking an elevated experience, a VIP option is available, offering an exclusive encounter with Chef Rick Bayless and special perks to enhance
your evening:

Custom Tequila Cocktail Upon Arrival — Guests will be greeted with a delicious craft cocktail to kick off the evening in style.

Curated Tequila Tasting and Cocktail Class by Mijenta Tequila — A Mijenta Tequila expert will guide guests through an exclusive tasting experience, featuring
a signature cocktail crafted just for the occasion.

Interactive Seafood Experience — Guests will indulge in a vibrant oyster bar featuring a selection of bold, unexpected toppings, alongside a live ceviche sta-
tion where fresh ingredients are prepared to order — a lively and refreshing complement to the tequila-forward welcome.

Access to Brookfield Zoo's Beautiful New Event Space — This VIP experience will take place in the Grand Vista Room inside Bramsen Topical Forests,
which overlooks the Gorilla Day Room and Tropical Trail.

Premium Swag Bags — Guests will leave with a thoughtfully assembled swag bag, including limited-edition Brookfield Zoo-branded items.

VIP Dinner Seating with Premier Access — Our honored guests will enjoy preferred seating at dinner, positioned closest to the action (where world-class
chefs will present, share, and celebrate their dishes).

Tickets are limited, so buy yours today! Visit https://www.brookfieldzoo.org/fronterafarmtotabledinner for details.

Animal Adoption Adventure
Zoowide/Saturday, Sept. 20 * 6 p.m.

We can't wait for you to join us for an evening of fun at Brookfield Zoo Chicago! Our Animal
Adoption Adventure features:

* Animal viewing throughout the zoo.

* Zoo Chats.

+ A discount in gift shops and restaurants.

* Attractions throughout the zoo.

* The opportunity to be the first to adopt some of the new animals up for adoption!
For questions, please call (708) 688-8341 or email sharethecare @brookfieldzoo.org.
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B0O! At the Zoo
Zoowide/Oct. 4-31 » 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Weekdays/6 p.m., Weekends

Get ready for a fang-tastic time at BOO! at the Zoo, Brookfield Zoo Chicago’s family-friendly Halloween celebration. This event is packed with not-so-scary
thrills, festive decorations and plenty of fun for all ages.

On weekends, enjoy trick-or-treating, a magician and other exciting activities to make your visit even
more memorable. Wander through the zoo’s festive paths, participate in Halloween-themed experi-
ences and see your favorite animals in a whole new light.

It's the perfect way to celebrate Halloween with the whole family — don't miss the frightful fun! More
details on activities will be coming soon.

Please note, all activities are weather-dependent and schedule/programming is subject to change.

Zoo After Dark: Boos & Brews

East Mall/Saturday, Oct. 25 ¢ 6-9:30 p.m.

Join us for an unforgettable evening of thrills, chills and specialty drinks at Zoo After Dark: BOOs &
Brews, Brookfield Zoo Chicago’s exclusive Halloween event for adults! This 21+ evening features a
lively costume contest with fabulous prizes, a high-energy DJ dance party and up-close encounters
with animal ambassadors.

Experience the zoo after hours, sip on seasonal brews and cocktails, and immerse yourself in a
creepy-crawly adventure like no other. Whether you're here for the brews, the boos or the beats, this
hauntingly good time is the perfect way to celebrate the Halloween season.

Save the date to join us for an unforgettable night under the stars! For tickets and updates, visit

www.brookfieldzoo.org/BoosAndBrews.

Tree Trim: Decorate a Tree
Zoowide/Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 8-9

Celebrate the season with Tree Trim at Brookfield Zoo Chicago, the perfect way to kick off the holi-
days! Purchase a tree to decorate and help bring the magic of the holidays to life as part of
the beloved Holiday Magic Lights Festival. Schools, Girl Scout troops, families and communi-
ty groups can create lasting memories with community trees, while businesses can show-
case their festive spirit with corporate trees.

Each tree purchase comes with 20 free zoo tickets, valued at over $600, making it a fun and
meaningful way to celebrate the holidays while supporting Brookfield Zoo Chicago. Gather your

group, get creative and be part of the dazzling holiday tradition that lights up Chicagoland!
Save the date for Tree Trim and make this holiday season unforgettable. Trees will go on sale in

September 2025.

Reindeer Run
Zoowide/Saturday, Nov. 15 * 5:30-9 p.m.

Get ready to dash through the zoo this holiday season with our annual Reindeer Run! Whether
you're running or walking, this family-friendly event is the perfect way to get into the holiday spirit.
Be the first to experience the lights of Holiday Magic as you enjoy scenic views of the zoo and the
chance to see some animals along the way. Don't forget your reindeer ears and holiday cheer —

this run is sure to be a jolly good time for all! For updates and additional details,
visit /www.brookfieldzoo.org/ReindeerRun!

Zoo After Dark: Holiday Sip & Stroll
East, North and South Malls/Thursday, Nov. 20 ¢ 5:30-9 p.m.

Be among the first to experience the enchantment of Holiday Magic at Brookfield Zoo Chicago with our exclusive
Zoo After Dark: Holiday Sip & Stroll event. This 21+ evening offers a festive mix of holiday cheer, warm drinks,
and seasonal cocktails as you explore the zoo’s dazzling holiday lights before the main event opens to the public.

Dance the night away to live beats at the DJ dance party, sip on exclusive drinks crafted just for the evening, and
soak in the magic of the season in an adults-only atmosphere. Gather your friends for a one-of-a-kind holiday celebration filled with lights, music and memo-
ries to last a lifetime. For tickets and updates, https://www.brookfieldzoo.org/HolidaySipAndStroll.

For more details or a complete listing of the fun, family activities happening at

Brookfield Zoo, check out www.brookfieldzoo.org or call (708) 688-8000.
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deserves to feel better...
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A wide range of

treatments are available

for both men and women:

* Botox to rebuild and smooth
facial lines

* Microneedling to improve wrinkles,
stretch marks, acne scarring,
large pores, reduce dark spots

 Dermal Filler adds volume and
structure to lips without surgery
or pain

* PRP (Platelet Rich Plasma)
harnesses the power of your own
platelets to rejuvenate skin

Including
medically-
supervised

By appointment only.
Cash and Credit
Cards Accepted

7 8-690-1911

1419 Lake Street
Melrose Park
www.westlakeurgentcareil.com



NO ONE SHOULD LIVE IN FEAR

Aging Care Connections now serves as the Adult Protective Services (APS)

resource for residents of Proviso Township (age 60+) and individuals with

disabilities (18-59) for investigating suspected abuse, neglect, and exploitation.

Types of Abuse include:

Physical Abuse Sexual Abuse Emotional Abuse

Confinement Passive Neglect || Willful Deprivation

Financial Exploitation || Abandonment Self-Neglect

Report Abuse Today
o 24-Hour Hotline: 1-866-800-1409
+ Local: 708-354-1323 (M-F, 8:30am-4:30pm)

ACT NOW - CHANGE A LIFE TODAY

1M W. Harris Ave.

La Grange, lllinois 60525
call 708-354-1323.

For more information, visit
www.agingcareconnections.org or

Dominican Literacy Genter Gontinues to Provide
English Instruction and More ...

The Dominican Literacy Center originally began in Chicago, at the request
of the pastor of Our Lady of Grace Parish in 1996. In 2008, the building

Sacred Heart Convent in Melrose Park, where it has continued to provide
English instruction for the past 14 years.
The goal of the Dominican Literacy Center is the empowerment of per-

sons who experience personal and economic limitations within our English- :

speaking society. Through literacy education and personal relationships, we ; and afternoons.

strive to provide a small step toward eliminating racial and cultural preju-
dice and stereotypes, as well as a step up for persons seeking improve-
ment in their personal, familial and economic abilities.

The Dominican Literacy Center provides weekly one and half hour
tutored sessions in which one student meets with one tutor. The center pro-
vides tutoring in speaking, reading and writing English, as well as tutoring
in preparation for the Citizenship interview and exam. This individualized

instruction is provided for immigrant women and men (ages 17+) who are — ‘ ) _ nde Ty e
: Inglés seran ofrecidas en el Centro Dominiciano de Alfabetizacion, 1503

: Rice St.

endeavoring to reduce literacy and its consequential effects of isolation
(due to their inability to communicate in English with health care providers,
children’s teachers, neighbors, co-workers, community leaders and/or first

to demonstrate their already achieved skills and knowledge); powerless to

supervise their adolescent children or to influence systemic change; lacking
: Judith Curran — (708) 338-0659.

confidence to enroll in traditional classes and or fear of requesting help
when needed.

: English Classes
: English classes are provided for those who want to learn to speak, read or

housing the center was deemed to need extensive repairs and could not be : Write in English. One student meets with one tutor, once a week.

used. In June of 2008, the center was graciously welcomed to rent a part of :
: Street, in Melrose Park (near Sacred Heart/St. Eulalia Parish).

These classes are offered at the Dominican Literacy Center, 1503 Rice

Our program also assists persons studying for their Citizenship inter-

: view/exam.

We presently offer classes on Monday through Thursday, in the mornings

Please call Sr. Judith Curran at (708) 338-0659.

Dominican Literacy Center
1503 Rice Street < Melrose Park, IL 60160

: English Classes for Women
: Clases de Inglés para mujeres
: Clases de Inglés para aprender como hablar, leer y escribir.

Clases para mujeres que quieren aprender a leer, escribir y hablar en

Nuestro programa tambien ayuda a hombres y mujeres que estan estu-

responders); in low-level jobs (due to lack of training or skills, or an inability : diando para pasar el examen de ciudadania.

En este momento, tenemos maestras disponibles para clases por las mafanas.
Si a usted le gustaria aprender Inglés mejor, por favor llamar a Hermana

Centro Dominicano de Alfabetizacion
Calle Arroz 1503 - Parque Melrose, IL 60160
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GComEd Opens Applications for Gustomenr Relief Fund,
$10 Million in Bill Relief Now Available

One-time Grants of Up to $500 are Available for Income-Eligihle Customers
and Up to $1,000 for Nonprofit Organizations While Funds Last

ComEd has encouraged customers to begin applying to the Customer Relief Fund, which offers one-time grants of up to $500 for qualifying low- to mod-
erate-income residential customers and $1,000 for nonprofit organizations to help those struggling with rising energy costs in Northern lllinois. Supported
by Exelon, ComEd’s parent company, the Customer Relief Fund has allocated $10 million in bill assistance

grants, provided on a first-come, first-served basis to eligible customers, while funds last.

To administer the funds, ComEd is partnering with trusted community organizations, Neighborhood Housing
Services (NHS) of Chicago and The Salvation Army (TSA), the latter of which hosted the announcement at its
Red Shield Office in Chicago’s Englewood neighborhood. To apply, qualifying customers can find online appli-
cations through either organization at ComEd.com/Relief or through one of the following partner organiza-
tions, both of which will have a list of locations for customers to submit applications in person:

* The Salvation Army — (312) 667-2010/Visit salarmy.us/ComEd to see locations accepting in-person applications.
* Neighborhood Housing Services — (888) 688-5438/Visit nhschicago.org/customer-relief-fund for a list of locations accepting in-person applications.

“As energy costs rise from summer heat and increasing capacity charges, we understand the financial strain this can place on families and community
organizations,” said Melissa Washington, senior vice president of Customer Operations and Strategic Initiatives at ComEd. “That’s why ComEd is working
with community partners to deliver the Customer Relief Fund, reflecting our ongoing commitment to providing affordable energy and supporting customers
during trying times. These grants do not need to be paid back and they are designed to provide immediate relief to those who need it most.”

To be eligible for this bill assistance offer, residential customers must currently have past due electric bills and be at or below 300% of the Federal
Poverty Level. For a family of four, that is equal to an annual household income of $96,450.

Nonprofit customers must provide documentation of active 501(c)(3) status to apply. For residential customers who received LIHEAP assistance within
the last 18 months, no documentation is required during the application. Residential customers who have not received prior assistance must provide doc-
umentation to confirm their income level.

“The Salvation Army believes that every family— throughout the city of Chicago or across Northern lllinois — should be able to live in a home where
basic necessities, such as electricity, do not create undue financial hardship,” said Lt. Colonel Jonathan Rich, divisional commander of The Salvation
Army North and Central lllinois Division. “The Customer Relief Fund is a timely and critical resource for households facing financial hardship, and we are
proud to partner with ComEd to help provide immediate support while working together toward long-term, sustainable solutions that foster dignity and sta-
bility for those we serve across northern lllinois.”

After applying, TSA and NHS will notify customers that their application has been approved or denied and the grant will appear on the customer’s elec-
tric bill within one to two billing cycles.

“The recent dangerous heat wave reminded us how critical reliable electricity and air conditioning are — especially for our elders and the most vulnera-
ble in our communities,” said Anthony E. Simpkins, president and CEO of Neighborhood Housing Services of Chicago. “With many more hot days ahead
this summer, the need for support is only growing. That’s why NHS Chicago is proud to partner with the Salvation Army and ComEd to help deliver finan-
cial assistance to those in need. We’re committed to strengthening neighborhoods and supporting families and this partnership is another way we can
keep our communities safe, healthy and connected.”

The Customer Relief Fund also aims to serve as a financial-support bridge from the end of LIHEAP’s funding season late this summer to the launch of
ComEd’s forthcoming Low-Income Discount Program in January 2026. The fund complements ComEd’s existing menu of bill assistance and energy man-
agement options, which last year alone connected more than 229,000 customers to $133 million in various bill-assistance options.

ComEd Appoints Melissa Washington as SUP of
Governmental, Regulatory and External Affairs

Organizational Ghanges to Position GomEd for Success Amid the Clean Energy Transition

ComEd recently announced Melissa Y. Washington, with more than two decades of experience in the industry and at Exelon, will be appointed to the role of
senior vice president of Governmental, Regulatory and External Affairs (GREA) effective Sept. 1, 2025. This key appointment will position ComEd to continue
advancing work alongside key stakeholders, and to advocate for policies that will benefit Northern lllinois customers and communities in the clean energy transi-
tion.

In this role, Washington will set the company’s policy, legislative and regulatory strategies. She will also oversee the company’s economic and workforce devel-
opment functions, as well as corporate community impact and charitable giving for ComEd.

“Melissa Washington is a highly-respected and transformational leader with a track record for driving innovation in our customer operations while advancing crit-
ical stakeholder and policy work — always keeping the people, businesses and communities we serve front of mind,” said ComEd President and CEO Gil
Quiniones. “With our industry facing dramatic changes and customer demands evolving rapidly, | am confident that Melissa’s deep industry experience and strong
relationships make her the right person to advance the important work we must do to continue supporting the clean energy transition in our region.”

Washington first joined Exelon in 2003, with executive-level roles held in investor relations, corporate affairs, governmental affairs, regulatory, large cus-
tomer, and workforce and economic development. Washington joined ComEd in 2016 and currently serves as senior vice president of Customer
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Operations and Strategic Initiatives, where she has led the company in reshaping its customer experience, creating new customer tools to provide energy
billing relief and to boost customer participation in clean energy technology and energy management solutions, including growing the impact of ComEd’s
industry-leading energy efficiency programs.

Washington is active in service to her community, serving in leadership roles with several local boards, including the Metropolitan Planning Council, the
Civic Consulting Alliance, the Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center board, and the Leadership Greater Chicago board. She is also a member of several
professional groups, including serving as board secretary of Smart Electric Power Alliance (SEPA), a member of the American Association of Blacks in
Energy (AABE) and the Association of Edison llluminating Companies (AEIC). She earned her bachelor’s degree in finance from Lewis University and
her MBA from Keller Graduate School of Management.

“This is an exciting time to join the GREA team as we continue to bring clean energy solutions to communities in Northern lllinois,” said Washington. “I look
forward to the opportunity to meet with our stakeholders to better understand the needs of their constituents as we advance plans for a clean and reliable ener-
gy grid.”

Washington, who has served in a leadership capacity in various roles with ComEd since 2003, steps into the SVP of GREA role most recently held by Louie
Binswanger, who will transition to serving as senior advisor to the CEO before retiring at the end of the year.

“I want to thank Louie Binswanger for his leadership and many contributions, most notably his work leading the team to achieve regulatory approvals that will
help the grid prepare to deliver safe, reliable and clean power for years to come while keeping customer bills as low as possible,” said Quiniones.

Binswanger, who joined ComEd in 2022, is credited with leading policy and regulatory strategies to secure approval ComEd’s first ever Multi-Year Grid
plan, which received regulatory approvals from the ICC in 2024, and setting the stage for key investments through 2027 that will uphold reliability and
resiliency in the face of more severe weather and adapt to meet clean energy goals. The plan aligns with the state’s Climate and Equitable Jobs Act
(CEJA), a 2021 law which seeks to expand renewable energy access, decarbonize communities and boost the clean energy workforce. Binswanger will
stay on in an advisory role to the CEO through the end of the year.

ComEd, Metropolitan Mayors Gaucus Open Applications
for Fifth Annual Powering the Holidays Grant Program

Northern llinois Communities Encouraged to Apply for Grants of
Up to $2,500 to Support Holiday Light Displays

As the summer sun heats up Northern lllinois communities, ComEd and the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus are already preparing for the sparkle of winter holidays,
welcoming communities to apply for the fifth annual Powering the Holidays Grant Program. Applications are open now through Aug. 29.

A total of $60,000 is available this year to launch and enrich local holiday events by funding light displays and festive decorations. In total, the ComEd Powering
the Holidays Program has awarded nearly $170,000 to 70 unique holiday projects that celebrate diverse cultures and traditions while fostering a sense of together-
ness in our communities. For more information, including the application and qualifying components, visit the ComEd Powering the Holidays Program website.

“ComEd is proud to again collaborate with the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus to brighten communities through our Powering the Holidays Program,”
said Melissa Washington, senior vice president of Customer Operations and Strategic Initiatives at ComEd. “By helping communities celebrate their cultures
and traditions, we’re fostering connection, inclusion and joy across Northern lllinois.”

Municipalities, townships, counties and local government units within the ComEd service territory are eligible to apply, as well as nonprofit organizations that
are partnered with at least one municipality or government institution. Grant recipients must match at least 20% of the funds received to support a holiday event
held Nov. 1, 2025-Feb. 13, 2026. Applications will be reviewed by an external panel of judges, with final awardees expected to be announced in October.

“The ComEd Powering the Holidays Program supports lllinois communities by expanding current holiday celebrations and establishing new traditions that fos-
ter unity and inclusivity,” said Neil James, executive director of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus. “On behalf of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, we are grateful
to partner with ComEd to offer this wonderful grant opportunity to communities.”

Last year, the Powering the Holidays Program distributed nearly $60,000 across 24 holiday projects in different communities throughout Northern lllinois. In
the village of Westchester, a Powering the Holidays Grant helped enrich their Winter Wonderland Walk event. This annual event turns a local park into an inter-
active nighttime wonderland, featuring expanded light displays, a live DJ spinning holiday favorites, and seasonal treats for families and individuals after a stroll
through an illuminated forest.

"Even in chilly December, our community stayed warm under the immense glow of thousands of incredible holiday lights — made possible thanks to the sup-
port of ComEd’s Powering the Holidays Grant,” said Greg Hribal, village president, Westchester, lllinois. “In partnership with the Westchester Park District, we
transformed our local park into a festive winter wonderland where neighbors shared joy, hot chocolate and great memories. It was a true collaboration that lit up
more than just the trees — it brought our whole community together."

For the city of Yorkville, their annual Tour of Lights celebration was enhanced through a Powering the Holidays Grant that helped expand light displays and
festive performances throughout the entire city, creating more free opportunities for residents to enjoy and connect. The additional lights received through the
Powering the Holidays Program will be reused for years to come, turning numerous locations in Yorkville into hubs of festivity from November through the New
Year.

“The united city of Yorkville is honored to be one of the few municipalities to receive the Powering the Holidays Grant from ComEd through the Metropolitan
Mayors Caucus in 2024,” said United City of Yorkville Mayor John Purcell. “This generous support allowed us to bring exciting enhancements and additions,
including the inaugural and highly successful Deck the Trees Holiday Walk to the 2024 holiday season. This support created cherished memories and new tra-
ditions for families and friends within the Yorkville community.”

Powering the Holidays is a gleaming example of ComEd’s dedication to supporting holiday light events, complementing annual sponsorship of seasonal
events at Lincoln Park Zoo, Brookfield Zoo Chicago, The Morton Arboretum and Chicago Botanic Garden.

For more information about Powering the Holidays, visit the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus website.
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NEWS FROM LOoYOLA MEDICINE, A MEMBER OF TRINITY HEALTH

Loyola University Medical Genter Names New President

Loyola University Medical Center has appointed Elizabeth E. Early, MHA, FACHE, as president of Loyola University Medical Center.

Since 2021, Early has served as president of Gottlieb Memorial Hospital, where she has demonstrated her capabilities and commitment to advancing
the health of our communities, and improving the colleague and patient experience. She has a proven record of expense and productivity management,
strategic planning and business development, and quality improvement. Under her leadership, Gottlieb saw an increase in surgical case volume, a reduc-
tion in falls and readmissions, and Gottlieb’s Skilled Nursing Unit was named to U.S. News & World Report’s list of Best Nursing Homes in lllinois for
three consecutive years.

Early joined Loyola Medicine in 2019 as the regional vice president of professional and support . -
services, managing operations for facilities, environmental services, food and nutrition, transporta- WWW_onﬂIamEdlclne_org
tion and security. She has retained regional responsibility for laboratory and imaging services for
Loyola’s hospitals and outpatient centers. She has also held leadership positions at Presence
Health (now Ascension Health), UChicago Medicine and Northwestern Medicine. Early's dedication to health care is further reflected in her recognition as
a Fellow of the American College of Healthcare Executives. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in psychology from Ohio University and a Master of Health
Administration from Ohio State University.

Early's 25 years of leadership experience managing a diverse portfolio of inpatient and ambulatory departments within complex academic medical cen-
ters, community hospitals and large integrated health care systems will be invaluable as she guides Loyola University Medical Center forward.

"l am confident that under her leadership, Loyola University Medical Center will continue to excel in providing outstanding care that benefits our
patients, colleagues and the communities we serve," said Shawn P. Vincent, president and CEO of Loyola Medicine. "She will play a pivotal role in shap-
ing our clinical programs and ensuring that LUMC is equipped to serve our communities for generations to come."

Two Loyola Hospitals Namedl to
Becker's Hospital Review's List of 100 Great Community Hospitals

Loyola Medicine’s Gottlieb Memorial Hospital and MacNeal Hospital have been named to Becker's Hospital Review’s 2025 list of 100 great community hospitals.

The list recognizes community hospitals that deliver expert care, strengthen local economies and drive innovation. Becker's Healthcare developed this
list based on nominations and editorial research.

“We are truly honored that two of our hospitals have earned this national recognition,” said Shawn P. Vincent, president and CEO of Loyola Medicine.
“This achievement is a testament to the unwavering dedication and compassion of our hospital staff, who work tirelessly to deliver exceptional care to the
communities we proudly serve.”

Gottlieb Memorial Hospital was recognized for its commitment to high-quality, patient-centered care. In 2025, its Hip and Knee Replacement Program
was named a “Blue Distinction Center+” by Blue Cross Blue Shield. Gottlieb’s Skilled Nursing Facility was named one of the Best Nursing Homes in the
country by U.S. News & World Report in 2024, a testament to its exceptional care quality, staffing and safety standards. With new clinical leadership, the
hospital continues to advance innovation, safety and community health initiatives in the Chicagoland area.

MacNeal Hospital was recognized for more than a century of clinical excellence, innovation and community leadership. The hospital earned Magnet
with Distinction status in 2024, one of only 41 hospitals in the nation to receive this designation. The hospital is also a recognized “Blue Distinction
Center+” for maternal medicine and collaborates with Housing Forward to operate Sojourner House, the first medical respite program in suburban Cook
County. With a focus on equity and population health, the hospital continues to address social determinants of health and deliver high-quality, compas-
sionate care.

American Heart Association Recognizes Two Loyola Hospitals for
Advanced Care for Stroke and Type 2 Diahetes

Loyola University Medical Center (LUMC) and Loyola Medicine’s MacNeal Hospital have earned the American Heart Association’s Get With The
Guidelines® — Stroke Gold Plus Quality Achievement Award for their commitment to ensuring stroke patients receive the most appropriate treatment
according to nationally recognized, research-based guidelines, ultimately leading to more lives saved and reduced disability. The AHA also named LUMC
and MacNeal to its Target: Type 2 Diabetes Honor Roll and LUMC to its Target: Stroke Honor Roll Elite.

The Stroke Gold Plus Award recognizes hospitals for adherence to the AHA’s in-hospital program for improving stroke care, based on the latest scientif-
ic treatment guidelines. The Type 2 Diabetes Honor Roll distinction honors hospitals engaging in advanced care for patients with stroke and/or type 2 dia-
betes. LUMC earned the Target: Stroke Elite Honor Roll award by meeting specific criteria that reduce the time between an eligible patient’s arrival at the
hospital and treatment to remove the clot causing the stroke.

“Loyola Medicine is honored to have two of our hospitals recognized for their unwavering commitment to delivering exceptional care to patients facing heart fail-
ure, stroke and type 2 diabetes,” said Shawn P. Vincent, president and CEO of Loyola Medicine. “This recognition reflects the dedication of our entire team to pro-
viding timely, evidence-based treatment that improves outcomes and helps minimize the long-term effects of serious conditions like stroke.”

Stroke is the fifth leading cause of death and a leading cause of disability in the United States. A stroke occurs when a blood vessel carrying oxygen
and nutrients to the brain is either blocked or bursts. Without timely intervention, stroke patients suffer brain damage. Early stroke detection and treatment
are key to improving survival, minimizing disability and accelerating recovery times.

“We are incredibly pleased to recognize LUMC and MacNeal for their commitment to caring for patients with stroke,” said Steven Messe, MD, volunteer
chairperson of the American Heart Association Stroke System of Care Advisory Group and professor of neurology and director of fellowships of neurology
at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. “Participation in Get With The Guidelines is associated with improved patient outcomes, fewer readmis-
sions and lower mortality rates — a win for health care systems, families and communities.”
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Nicor Gas Opens Applications for Basic Needs,
Education and Workforce Development Grants to
supponrt Nongrntit Organizations

Nicor Gas recently opened two grant applications under the pillars of basic needs and education and workforce development grants.
Applications are available at www.NicorGas.com/CharitableGiving through Aug. 31, with funding decisions by the end of October. Selected non-
profits and community organizations will be eligible to receive up to $5,000 in grant funds this year.
Basic Needs
The Basic Needs pillar is focused on services where there is a critical or acute need to solve problems immediately. Organizations funded under
this pillar include those that provide food, shelter, clothing and disaster relief. Nicor Gas supports a broad range of programs that promote
access to basic needs, including but not limited to food banks, food pantries and food distribution programs; transitional and emergency shelter
programs; access to essential needs, such as clothing, hygiene and other supplies; and disaster relief programs.
Education and Workforce Development
The Education and Workforce Development pillar primarily supports secondary and post-secondary educational opportunities as well as techni-
cal/vocational programs. We value partnerships that align with our workforce development initiatives, improving awareness of careers in energy
and helping to develop a qualified workforce. Nicor Gas supports a broad range of education-related programs, including but not limited to skill
building and job training programs; science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) programs and
initiatives; access to post-secondary education opportunities; and mentoring and tutoring programs
Last year, the company provided grant support to over 40 organizations including:
Basic Needs
- Connections for the Homeless — Provides homelessness prevention services, emergency shelter services, short- and long-term housing
services and advocacy services for people facing homelessness./Coal City Food Pantry — Provides food, including dry goods, dairy and
fresh meat to support families experiencing food insecurity in the Coal City area./Outreach House — Provides access to basic needs,
including food, diapers and clothing for all ages.
Education and Workforce Development
* Boys and Girls Club of Livingston County — Provides a comprehensive STEAM (science, technology, engineering, the arts and math)
program to promote interest in and awareness of STEAM for youth in all grade levels.
« Career and Networking Center — Provides services aimed at enhancing economic stability, including career development workshops, job
placement services, skill enhancement programs and individual career counseling.
- Literacy DuPage — Supports a program to aid English language learners to acquire English listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.
Please contact our charitable giving team at nicorgascontributions@aglresources.com if you have any questions about the appropriate pillar
for your organization and program.
To learn more about Nicor Gas’ commitment to its communities, visit www.NicorGas.com/Community.

Nicor Gas’ Gommunity Impact Report Highlights
$5.7M Donations Made to 348 Hlinois Nonprofits

Nicor Gas’ 2024 Community Impact Report details the company's $5.7 million in contributions to support community welfare and development
through charitable giving and volunteerism. The company concentrates its efforts on three strategic areas: supporting basic needs, protecting
the environment and enabling economic opportunity.

"As we release the 2024 Community Impact Report, Nicor Gas continues to demonstrate our commitment to making a positive difference in
the communities we serve. This report highlights our initiatives and partnerships that drive sustainable growth, enhance local well-being and sup-
port environmental stewardship,” said Wendell Dallas, president and CEO of Nicor Gas. “We are proud to work alongside our community part-
ners to create lasting impacts and fuel a more prosperous future for all.”

In 2021, Nicor Gas set three strategic objectives to direct its corporate responsibility initiatives. The annual Community Impact Report outlines
the company's advancements in achieving these goals.

Support Basic Needs — Recognizing the importance of access to clean, safe, reliable and affordable energy as a fundamental necessity,
Nicor Gas seeks to extend this commitment by addressing other essential needs of its customers. Through partnerships with nonprofit organiza-
tions, such as Greater Chicago Food Depository and Housing Forward, the company has facilitated the delivery of 7.8 million meals and 411,000
nights of shelter.

Protect the Environment — Nicor Gas is committed to environmental stewardship and has a goal to sustain 10,000 acres of open space in
Northern lllinois. Support to organizations like Brookfield Zoo and Field Museum of Natural History helps offer equitable access to cultural, edu-
cational and recreational places.

Enable Economic Opportunity — Central to Nicor Gas' mission is the ambition to invigorate lllinois' economy. The company has formed
strategic partnerships with organizations like Chicago United and continuously invests in underserved communities through the Nicor lllinois
Community Investment. These efforts aim to unlock equitable economic opportunities, promote entrepreneurship and stimulate economic growth.

Visit nicorgas.com/2024impact to read the 2024 Community Impact Report and nonprofit organization highlights.
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Bahena

Anastasio Solano Bahena, Jan. 22, 1932-Aug. 10, 2025, passed away at
the age of 93 in Arlington Heights, Illinois. A man of elegant dress with an
infectious smile, a lover of classical music, and homemade and seafood
cuisine, he enjoyed the bohemian atmosphere and spent much of his time
loving his loved ones and cultivating lasting friendships. His children —
Joseph Solano Penaloza, Alberto Flores Gomez, Alejandro Gémez Flores,
Jelen Solano Pefaloza, Agustin Solano Pefialoza and Hoguer Solano
Gomez, pay tribute to his legacy and immeasurable displays of affection.
His wife Maria Yolanda Gomez, his life partner for more than 50 years, is
grateful for the presence of such a wonderful person in her life and for all
the support, love and dedication he showed her. His memory will live on
through the countless lives he touched and his legacy of love will continue
to inspire us all. Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home.

Bartucci
Joseph Bartucci, Sept. 30, 1946-July 31, 2025. Dearly beloved husband of
Laura (nee Richards); loving father of Jennifer (Nathan) McDougall and

cherished papa of Payton and Presley McDougall, and Lily, Reese and
Joseph David Seibel; dear brother of Marilyn (the late Hans) Kornau,
Phyllis (Wayne) Conforti and the late Patricia (John) Scimone; loving uncle,
cousin and friend of many. Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home.
Interment Queen of Heaven Cemetery.

Cabrera

Vicente Cabrera, Jan. 8, 1937-July 28, 2025. Beloved Husband of Rosa
Cabrera (nee Vasquez). Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home.
Funeral services private.

Caesar

Patricia Caesar, Jan. 29, 1936-July 10, 2025. Dearly beloved wife of the
late Lawrence Caesar; loving mother of Pamela (Michael) Marquardt,
Steven (Donna) Caesar, Susan (George) Johnson, Lisa (Scot Aldinger)
Cochiaro, the late Linda Caesar, Laurie Caesar and Leanne Hovey; cher-
ished grandmother of 19; great-grandmother of 21; dear sister of the late
Rhea, Belle and Gordon; cherished aunt, cousin and friend of many.
Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home. "She will be missed by all."

Coronado
John Coronado, Nov. 20, 1930-July 25, 2025, age 94, of Maywood, passed

Coronado; beloved father of Sally (Robert) and Susan; cherished grandfa-
ther of Micaela, Nicholas, Alexandra, Sarah, Salina, Edward and Scarlett;
loving great-grandfather of the late Daniella, Eliana, Nikolai and Dominic.
Proud U.S. Army Korean War veteran (Artillery Division); lifelong Chicago

and Jesus Coronado, and siblings Lupe, Mary, Margaret, Alex, Phil,
Theresa and Rita; survived by siblings David (Arlene “Sunny”), Magdalen
(William) and Anita (Lawrence). Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral
Home. Interment Queen of Heaven Cemetery.

Delgado

Juan Carlos Jaramillo Delgado, June 4, 1986-July 8, 2025. Loving father,
son, husband, grandpa, grandson, brother, uncle and friend of many;
Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home. Interment Forest Home
Cemetery.

DeToni
Angela DeToni, Feb. 10, 1955-July 19, 2025. In loving memory of Angela
DeToni, nee Spennacchio. Angela DeToni passed away peacefully on
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: Saturday, July 19, 2025, surrounded by family. She was the dearly beloved
: wife of the late Mark DeToni and the devoted mother of Giavanna (Sonny)
Hughes and Mark Anthony (Payal Patel) DeToni. She was the cherished

: grandmother of Mark Anthony Ill and Giuliana. Angela was the beloved

: daughter of the late Pat and Sara Spennacchio, and the dear sister of Patti
: Leissring and Mauro Spennacchio. She was a loving aunt to Angela,
Nicholas and Michelle Salemi, Tawni DeToni, and Kevin and Patrick

: Leissring. She will be remembered fondly by many extended family mem-
: bers and friends. Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home.

: Garay

: Juan Pablo Garay, Feb. 8, 1975-July 18, 2025. Loving father of Gianna

: Garay, Gizzel Garay, Givanni Garay and Giankarlo Garay; beloved son of
: Samuel and Maria Providencia; dear brother of Veronica, Rosalba, Marcial,
: and Leslie; cherished uncle of Michael, Juan Carlos, Jason, Lorraine,

: Stephanie, Shayla, Rafael Jr., Nathan, Esmaralda, Laura, Abigail and
Efrain; loving cousin and friend of many. Arrangements by Carbonara

: Funeral Home. Interment All Saints Cemetery.

Amanda (Zach) Seibel; beloved son of the late Joseph and Helen Bartucci; :

: Kilgore

Noah Kilgore, Aug. 5, 2025-August 5, 2025. Our little angel was called to
: the Lord on Aug. 5, 2025. Although his earthly adventure was short, he

: brought immense joy and happiness to the entire family; he will be loved
: and forever missed by his parents — Sklyer Kilgore and Lina Kilgore (nee
Claudio); always remembered by his brother — Skyler Jay Kilgore Jr.; cher-
: ished endlessly by his grandparents — Gilbert Claudio, Gina Saletta and

: Paul and Laura Kilgore; adored by his aunts and uncles — Kayla Kilgore,
Gil Claudio, Joseph Claudio, Nicolette and Michael Moretti; and never for-
: gotten by his great-grandparents — Micki and Steve Sodergren, and

: Carmen Claudio; loving cousin of many. Arrangements by Carbonara
Funeral Home. Interment Queen of Heaven.

: Lesus

: Roxanne Charlotte Lesus, nee Allen, March 7, 1954-Jan. 25, 2025.

: Roxanne was born in Fennville, Michigan, and currently lived in Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina. She lived most of her life in Melrose Park, lllinois,
: but has also lived in Maywood, Bellwood and Berkeley, lllinois. Roxanne

: has also resided in Coral Springs and Boca Raton, Florida, and Edgerton,
: Wisconsin. Roxanne met her future husband when she was a freshman in
: high school and he was a junior at the Melrose Park Library. They went to
different high schools, but rode the same municipal bus. Roxanne and Bill
away peacefully on July 25, 2025. Dearly beloved husband of the late Mary : married on Oct. 26, 1974, and recently celebrated 50 years of loving mar-
: riage. Roxanne was the loving mother of sons Jason (Melina) and Timothy
: (Siobhan). She was the daughter of the late Clarence and the late Edith

: Allen. She was the sister of the late Russell Knutson (the late Juanita), the
late Donald Allen (the late Ellen), Stephen Allen (Beverly), the late Fern
Cubs fan, devoted to faith and family; preceded in death by parents Teresa : ~\llen and the late Terrence Allen. She loved her many nieces, nephews

. and cousins. Roxanne was especially close with niece Laura Mangold,

: Kelly Truckenbrod, Steven Allen, the late Kristine Markowski, Tracy Hartz

: and goddaughter Marlene Arredondo. Roxanne had many good friends and
loved her pet Cavapoo, Maysi. She met many new and good friends

: through the Carolina Forest Girl Friends group. Roxanne worked for the

: Township of Proviso where she was the long-time deputy tax assessor.

: Arrangements by Myrtle Beach Funeral Home, Myrtle Beach, South

: Carolina.

: Ludlow

: Barbara Ann Ludlow, April 21, 1971-Aug. 12, 2025. Dearly beloved wife of
the late John Krizanic; beloved daughter of Barbara Torres; dear sister of
: Florence Perez; cherished aunt of Anthony and Cassandra Perez.

: Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home. Interment private



Marzullo

Kathlyn Marzullo, Nov. 25, 1937-Aug. 6, 2025, passed away peacefully at
home surrounded by family. Loving mom to David (Nora), Gina (Rocco)
and Mary; silly grammy to Anna, Nikko, John, Mia (Ryan), Gianna, Isabella
(Michael) and Rocky (Abbey); great-grandma to Gia and Zoe.
Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home. Interment St. Michael
Cemetery.

Mungo

Elizabeth M. Mungo, nee Moccio, Sept. 5, 1926-July 18, 2025, passed
away peacefully, surrounded by her loving family on Friday, July 18, 2025
at the golden age of 98. Beloved wife of the late Frank A. Mungo, Sr.;
devoted mother of John Mungo, Catherine (the late Francis) Donovan,
Raymond “Skip” Mungo, the late Robert Mungo, Mary Ann Mungo and
Frank, Jr. (Kathleen) Mungo; loving daughter of the late Frank and the late
Fortunata Moccio; fond grandmother of Michelle (Alex) Shoaei, Nicole
(Josh) Santel, Terah (Clay Scott) Donovan, Francis (Luisa) Donovan,
Patrick Donovan, John Paul (Carla) Mungo, Allison Mungo, Carolyn (John)
Ekkert, Lauren (Paul) Mungo-Loban, Elizabeth (Cameron) Valentine,
Christen (Giovanni) Cusimano, John Navarro, Francesca Navarro, Ava
Mungo and Frank T. Mungo; fond great-grandmother of Tommy, Johnny,
Giada, Vito, Ryder, Leo, Troy, Anthony, Adalie, Peyton, Riley and Gionni;
loving sister of the late Raymond Moccio, the late Frank (the late Dorothy)

Moccio, the late James Moccio and the late Elizabeth; dear aunt and great- :
Gigina, Amelia and Frank; loving aunt, cousin and friend of many.

: Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home. Entombment Queen of
: Heaven Mausoleum.

aunt of many nieces and nephews. Arrangements by Russo’s Hillside
Chapels. Interment at Mt. Carmel Catholic Cemetery.

Novelli

Elizabeth "Betty" Novelli, June 8, 1934-July 23, 2025. Dearly beloved wife
of Frank Novelli; loving mother of Tony (the late Alisa), Anny (the late
Michael) Giuffre, Tina (Greg) Soulides, the late Frank R. (Lisa), Lisa (Ron)
Spata and Gina (Tony) Caponi; cherished grandmother of Frank (Alexis),
Giana (Dave) Sitz, Anthony (Carrie), Alyse (Michael) Jezierski, Jenna and
Michael Giuffre, Elizabeth and George Soulides, Frank (Lisa), Nick (Sara)

: and Mia (Anthony) DeSanto; great-grandmother of Frank and Dominic;
Luca and Nick Bruscato; Anthony, James and Tyler; Rena, Michael, Alea,
: and Alana Jezierski; Serafina; Giada and Johnny DeSanto; loving sister,
: aunt, cousin and friend of many. Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral
Home. Interment private.

: Ortiz

: Emma Yolanda Ortiz, May 20, 1949-June 26, 2025. Beloved wife of the late
: Isaac Ibarra Nevarez; loving mother of Raymunda Ibarra Nunez, Sergio
Ibarra, Efrain Ibarra and Luis Alberto Ibarra; beloved daughter of the late

: Pedro and Liboria; cherished grandmother of Sergio Ibarra Jr., Angelo Y.

: Ibarra, Aiden A. Ibarra, Sebastian J. Ibarra, Isaac Beltran Ybarra, Marisol

: G. Beltran Ybarra, Maritza G. Beltran Ybarra, Isaac A Ibarra and Luis A.
Ibarra; dear sister of Lourdes Martinez Barraza and Rosa Aide Ortiz; loving
: aunt, cousin and friend of many. Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral
Home. Interment Queen of Heaven Cemetery.

: Palermo

: Giosina Palermo, Oct. 30, 1925-July 18, 2025. Beloved wife of the late

: Mario Palermo; loving mother of Eugenia (Silvio) Lio, Francesca (the late
Vince) Frassinone and the late Francesco (Victoria); cherished grandmoth-
: er of Gabriele, Marcello, Silvia, Tony, Mike, Marie, Mario and Frank; cher-
: ished great-grandmother of 18; cherished great-great-grandmother of five;

dear sister of Alfredo and the late Salvatore, Carmen, Giuseppe, Irene,

: Sannicandro

: Theresa Sannicandro, March 2, 1927-July 27, 2025. Beloved daughter

: of the late Antonio and Marie; dear sister of the late Madeline and Rocco
Cordaro, Rocky CPD and Janet Sannicandro; cherished aunt, cousin

: and friend of many. Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home.

: Interment private

Traditional Funerals
Cremations

Memorial Services

Bus: (708) 343-6161

Carbonara Funeral Directors

Immediate Burials ‘ " ﬁ

Home: (708) 865-8124 Cell: (708) 724-7500

Pre-Arrangements,
with or without

Chapels available
near your home

Now Open at
1515 N. 25th Ave., Melrose Park
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