
Mayor Serpico Leads
Melrose Park in

Support of Students at
Closing the Gap Parade

On Saturday, Sept. 13, 2025, Mayor Ron Serpico, together with lead-
ership from the Melrose Park Chamber of Commerce and Community
Development (MPCCCD), proudly participated in the annual Closing
the Gap Parade and Community Resource Fair held in Maywood,
Illinois.

The event, designed to celebrate unity and highlight the importance of
bridging opportunity gaps in education, brought together elected offi-
cials, civic leaders, schools and community organizations from across
the region for a visual show of collaboration. Mayor Serpico joined
Speaker of the House Emanuel “Chris” Welch, President of the Cook
County Board of Commissioners Toni Preckwinkle, Congressman
Danny Davis, and many other officials from state, county, township
and municipal government.

Mayor Serpico’s presence underscored Melrose Park’s deep commit-
ment to supporting education and youth development. “Education is
the cornerstone of opportunity and the path to stronger communities.
Melrose Park is proud to stand with surrounding communities in
ensuring that every young person has the tools and support to suc-
ceed,” said Mayor Serpico.

The MPCCCD’s participation emphasized the vital role that chambers
of commerce play in fostering partnerships between schools, busi-
nesses and municipalities. The parade featured local schools, march-
ing bands, youth organizations and a coalition of regional stakehold-
ers, all dedicated to closing opportunity gaps and building a brighter
future for the next generation.

MP Free Methodist Church
Hosts Free

Fitness Tips Event
On Sunday, Oct. 26, the Melrose Park Free Methodist Church will be

hosting its Free Fitness Tips Seminar at 11:15 a.m. (promptly).
All are invited to join us for this free

one-hour event teaching simple fitness tips. 
These tips will be taught by Ms. Faith Pagani.

Faith has a degree in kinesiology from Northern Illinois University
and is a certified personal trainer, as well as a

licensed clinical massage therapist.
These tips can be performed with ease.

Designed for a quick and effective workout at home.
This seminar will be held at the Melrose Park Free Methodist Church,
located at 841 Elsie Dr. (at the corner of Elsie Drive and Ninth Avenue).
For more information, call (708) 343-2386. All are welcome!

Plan
Ahead!

Join in the
Seasonal Fun!
Decorate your home
for the holidays!

Why not?
You could win a prize

on behalf of
Mayor Serpico

and the Melrose Park
Youth Commission.
Five top prizes ($150 each) and
five runners-up prizes ($50 each)

will be awarded for the best decorated!

Watch for more information
in upcoming issues of

The Rose
or call the

Melrose Park
Youth Commission
at (708) 343-4000.
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