
Ho, Ho, Ho, Neighbors,
For my annual holiday letter, I decided to research unusual Christmas facts, which I now present to you to share with family and friends while sipping eggnog.
The image of Santa Claus flying his sleigh dates back to 1819 and was created by Washington Irving, the same author who dreamt up the Headless

Horseman in The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.
The Montgomery Ward department store created Rudolph the Reindeer as a gimmick to encourage children to buy

their Christmas coloring books. The original Rudolph the Reindeer did not have a red nose because back then red
noses were seen as an indicator of chronic alcoholism.
Tinsel was invented in Germany in 1610 and was initially made of real silver.
NORAD's "Santa Tracker" was born from a misprint in the newspaper. A 1955 Sears ad

was supposed to print the number of a store where children could call and tell Santa what
they wanted for Christmas. The number printed was for the hotline of the director of
Operations for the U.S. Continental Air Defense. Colonel Shoup ordered his staff to give the
children updates on Santa's flight. A tradition began and continues to this day. 
Almost 28 sets of LEGO are sold every second during the Christmas season.
Mariah Carey earns an estimated $2.5 million in royalties each year from All I

Want for Christmas Is You.
Approximately 35 million Christmas trees are produced during the Christmas

season. 
Fruitcake, when stored properly, can last for years and sometimes indefinitely.

The oldest fruitcake was 114 years old and was passed down from generation to
generation.

The classic image of a happy and plump Santa that we all know today came in part from Coca-Cola ads,
drawn in 1931 by illustrator Haddon Sundblom.
Silent Night is actually the most recorded Christmas song in history. It's had more than 733 different versions copyrighted since 1978.
The Consumer Product Safety Commission estimates that 14,700 people visit hospital emergency rooms each November and December from holiday-

related decorating accidents. 
Despite the rise of e-commerce, in-store shopping remained the dominant method for holiday purchases last year with 59% of Americans buying gifts in

physical stores. 
On a personal note – Michael Castellan will retire at the end of December after over 40 years of service to Melrose Park. Starting in 1983 as a patrol

officer with the Police Department, he advanced through the ranks to the position of deputy chief, contributing significantly to public safety and community
organizations. After retiring from the Police Department, Michael continued as director of Licensing and Enforcement. The village thanks Mike for his out-
standing service and wishes him a happy retirement.
In closing, on behalf of the village clerk, village trustees, village employees, my wife Donna and I, we wish you and your family a safe and enjoyable

holiday season, and don't forget to make wonderful holiday
memories with your children and grandchildren. 
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A Message From Mayor Ronald M. Serpico

Ronald M. Serpico
Mayor

Sincerely,

Mayor Ron Serpico

Check Out www.MelrosePark.org to
Learn More About Our Community!
Follow us on Facebook. Follow us on Instagram.

Season’s
Greetings!

A Note to All Residents from Mayor Ronald M. Serpico Regarding Snow Removal
On behalf of the village of Melrose Park administration, I kindly ask that all residents refrain from
blowing or shoveling snow into the cleared streets once the plows have gone through and the

Public Works Department has created clear and safe passage for all.
This will ensure the safety of our residents and visitors to the Melrose Park community.

Violators will receive a notice of violation with a possible fine to follow.
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Village of
Melrose Park

Ronald M. Serpico, Mayor
Mary Ann Paolantonio, Village Clerk

Trustees
Anthony N. Abruzzo • Jaime Anguiano
Arturo J. Mota • Sonny Nicotera

Mary Ramirez Taconi • Anthony “ Tony” Williams

To Know#’s
Village Hall..........................................(708) 343-4000
Hours – Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Birth Certificates • First Copy – $15, additional copies $4 each.
Death Certificates • First Copy – $17, additional copies $6 each.
Water, Tickets, Etc.

Office of the Mayor ...........(708) 343-4000, Ext. 4410
Police Emergency..................................................911
Non-Emergency ...............................(708) 344-8409

Animal Control ....................................(708) 344-8409
Fire Emergency .....................................................911
Non-Emergency ...............................(708) 344-1210

Public Safety/Homeland Security ........(708) 649-8000
Library ...............................................(708) 343-3391
Public Works......................................(708) 343-5128
Building and Code ...............................(708) 343-4000
Civic Center .......................................(708) 450-0555
Hall and Field Rentals, Sports, Etc.
Snow Removal ....................................(708) 649-4450
Senior Services ................(708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448
Taste of Melrose Park

Dial A Ride ..........................................(708) 343-7047
Proviso Township Assessor...............(708) 449-4304
Economic Development .......................(708) 865-8809

Important Upcoming Dates
Village Board Meetings.................................Dec. 22 and Jan. 26
Village Hall Holiday Closings .......Dec. 24 (1/2 Day), Dec. 25,

Dec. 31 (1/2 Day), Jan. 1 and Jan. 19

Dear Mayor Serpico and Friends in Melrose Park ...
At this most wonderful time of the year, we would once again like to thank
you for your donations to St. Jude Childrens Research Hospital through the
BIG BASH BUFFET, Melrose Park, Illinois.
We remind you that at St. Jude, no one pays, not even for room and

board for the entire family. 
St. Jude believes the family should not worry about anything and focus

on getting their child healthy – and so do we.
Because of your generosity the BIG BASH BUFFET 2025 has raised

over $70,000 and over $370,000 since we began.
We hope to do more in 2026 and ask you to join us. Your donation will help

us in our fight to end childhood cancer and do it while making donating fun!
• Sincerely,
The BIG BASH BUFFET, NFP Committee

Dear Melrose Park Mayor Serpico ...
A big thank you to the firemen/paramedics (includes phone personnel) who
have helped me recently at my home. They were kind, professional, concerned,
efficient, helpful and provided suggestions to prevent further situations.

• G.M. Caputo, Melrose Park Resident, 20+ Years

Dear Director of Senior Services Peggy DiFazio ...
Good morning and snowy morning, Peggy! Thank you! My driveway has
been plowed and my front sidewalk and porch have been shoveled! Thank
you, thank you, thank you so very much to you and everyone from the vil-
lage who provide this wonderful service! I absolutely could not do this with-
out your help and I appreciate it so very much. It is truly an act of kindness
and I hope that you will pass along my thanks to everyone involved. 

• Jan Roeder, Melrose Park Resident

Dear Deputy Police Chief Rodriguez and Lieutenant Pesce ...
Recently, the Bellwood Police Department executed a search warrant on
the 1000 block of 22nd Avenue. This search warrant was part of a long-
term investigation into drug trafficking in the area. The execution of this
warrant was a success, with a great amount of its success thanks to Ofc.
Rovito and K9 Lupo. The assistance they provided resulted in the recovery
of 60 grams of heroin (35 grams raw and 25 grams prepackaged and
ready for distribution), 32 grams of cannabis and various pills. 
It was a pleasure to work with Ofc. Rovito again, and I hope that I can

continue to count on Ofc. Rovito's assistance and K9 Lupo's well-trained
abilities in the future. If there is anything I can do to assist the Melrose
Park Police Department, please do not hesitate to ask. 

• Thank you all again and stay safe,
Detective Cameron Woods-Ortiz #805
Bellwood Police Department, Investigations Division

Dear Chief of Police Anthony Greco ...
I wish to thank you and your department for your participation in our 9-1-1
Silent Parade and Remembrance Service. The event was very successful,
thanks to your support. We hope you will be able to participate again next
year to help us support all our public safety personnel.

• God Bless You,
Fr. Leandro Fossá, C.S., Pastor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish

Resident
Response
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All vehicles registered in the village of Melrose Park are required to
display a current Melrose Park vehicle sticker.

New stickers (valid from Jan. 1, 2026-Dec. 31, 2027) can be
renewed now and must be displayed on or before Jan. 1, 2026.

All 2025 Vehicle Stickers Expire on Dec. 31, 2025.
• New stickers for 2026-2027 are available at the
Melrose Park Village Hall.

Who Needs a 2026-2027 Sticker?
• All vehicles registered to a Melrose Park address.
• All vehicles registered to businesses located in
Melrose Park.

• You must buy a sticker within 30 days of moving
into the village or purchasing a vehicle.

Vehicle Sticker Fees
Passenger Cars (Regular Vehicles)

• Covers two years if purchased on time.
Seniors (Age 65+)

• Covers two years (2026-2027) if purchased on time.
• One free sticker per household (65 and older).

– Choose one free two-year passenger car sticker or one free one-
year B-truck sticker.

• Second vehicle for a senior in the same household is $15 (half price).
• Bring a valid driver’s license or state ID as proof of age to receive
your sticker.

Car Vehicle Sticker Fees
First Year First Year First Year Second Year

Passenger Plate Jan.1-Feb. 28 March 1-June 30 July 1-Dec. 31 Jan. 1-Dec. 31
$30 $40 $55 $55

Note – If you purchased your vehicle or moved into town within the past 30
days, you will pay the regular $30 fee, not the late penalty. Proof of vehicle
purchase and residency is required.
Trucks

• Prices depend on the license plate class. • Sticker is valid for one year only.
Truck Vehicle Sticker Fees

Plate Type Jan.1-Feb. 28 March 1-June 30 July 1-Dec. 31
B Plate $50 $65 $95
C Plate $75 $90 $145
D Plate $75 $90 $145
F Plate $75 $90 $145
H Plate $75 $90 $145
J Plate $80 $95 $155
K Plate $80 $95 $155
L Plate $90 $105 $175
M Plate $95 $110 $185
N Plate $100 $115 $195
P Plate $105 $120 $205
Q Plate $105 $120 $205
R Plate $110 $125 $215
S Plate $115 $130 $225
T Plate $125 $140 $245
V Plate $135 $150 $265
X Plate $145 $160 $285
Z Plate $155 $170 $305

IMPORTANT — PLEASE READ
• You must bring your current state of Illinois vehicle registration card to
purchase stickers. (This proves your name, address and license plate.)

• No registration card = No sticker.
• Late fees may apply if not purchased on time.
• Even if your vehicle is not parked at your home, you still need a sticker if
it is registered to a Melrose Park address.

For more information, please call (708) 343-4000
or visit www.melrosepark.org.

2024-2025
VEHICLE STICKERS

EXPIRE
DEC. 31, 2025.

VILLAGE OF MELROSE PAK
VEHICLE STICKER INFORMATION

FOR 2026-2027

Happy Holidays
from

Mayor
Ronald M. Serpico

Village Clerk
Mary Ann Paolantonio

Village Trustees
Anthony N. Abruzzo, Jaime Anguiano,

Arturo J. Mota, Sonny Nicotera,
Mary Ramirez Taconi,

Anthony “Tony” Williams
and the

Employees of the
Village of Melrose Park
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Melrose Park Fire DepartmentNEWS

A Message
from

Rick Beltrame,
Director of

Fire
Department

Rick Beltrame
Director of Fire Dept.

  

NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire, electrical and related hazards

“CANDLE WITH CARE”

  Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go 
to bed. Avoid the use of candles in the bedroom 
and other areas where people may fall asleep.

  Keep candles at least 1 foot (30 centimetres) away 
from anything that can burn.

 
IF YOU DO BURN CANDLES, make sure that you...
 Use candle holders that are sturdy, and won’t tip 

over easily.
 Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered surface.
  Light candles carefully. Keep your hair and any 

loose clothing away from the flame.
  Don’t burn a candle all the way down — put it out 

before it gets too close to the
 holder or container.
 Never use a candle if oxygen

 is used in the home.
 Have flashlights and

 battery-powered lighting
 ready to use during a power
 outage. Never use candles.

Candle
Safety

Candles may be pretty to look at but they are a cause of home 
fires — and home fire deaths. Remember, a candle is an open flame, 
which means that it can easily ignite anything that can burn. 

Candles and Kids

Think about using flameless
candles in your home. They look

and smell like real candles.

Never leave a child alone 
in a room with a burning 
candle. Keep matches and 
lighters up high and out of
children’s reach, in a 
locked cabinet.

FACTS
December is the peak 
month for home candle 
fires. 

 More than one-third of 
home candle fires started 
in the bedroom. 

 Three of every five candle 
fires start when things that 
can burn are too close to 
the candle.

!

!

!

The Melrose Park Fire Department and Director of Fire Department Rick Beltrame
want to ensure the safety of our residents and their families by providing these candle
and portable space heater safety tips on behalf of the National Fire Protection Association.

Please follow these tips to ensure your family’s well-being!
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NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire, electrical and related hazards

Fact
Two in five deaths
in space heater
fires involve
portable electric
space heaters.

SafetySafety
HeaterHeater

ElectricElectric

When the weather turns cold, it can bring a chill into our homes. 
Portable space heaters have become a popular way to supplement
central heating or heat one room.  If you plan to use portable electric 
space heaters, make sure to follow these tips and recommendations:

Types of electric space heaters
Oil or water-filled radiator
Heated oil or water travels
through the heater. 
Fan-forced heater
A fan blows warm air over
metal coils. 
Ceramic heater
Air is warmed over a ceramic 
heating element.
Infrared heaters
Heat is created by infrared bulbs.

HEATER CHECKLIST
 Purchase a heater with the seal of a qualified

 testing laboratory.

  Keep the heater at least 3 feet (1 metre) away
 from anything that can burn, including people.

 Choose a heater with a thermostat and overheat 
protection.

 Place the heater on a solid, flat surface.

  Make sure your heater has an auto shut-off to turn 
the heater off if it tips over.

  Keep space heaters out of the way of foot traffic. 
Never block an exit.

  Keep children away from the space heater.

  Plug the heater directly into the wall outlet.
 Never use an extension cord. 

  Space heaters should be turned off and
 unplugged when you leave the room or go to bed.

Portable Space Portable Space

Melrose
Park
Fire

Department
Connecting

You to
Community
Resources!
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In the event of an emergency, call 911 or 

Metra Police at 312-322-2800.

Your Safety is our 
Highest Priority.

You can now report safety and security 

concerns with the new Metra COPS app, 

available for Apple and Android devices. 

Metra COPS

Report a Problem

Call Metra Police

Commuter Observations
Protect the System

(Text or data rates may apply.)
You can also text comments/photos to 312-313-9015.

  

Report a Problem

Call Metra Police

ou can     YYou can also text comments/photos to 312-313-9015.  als     

)
      2-313-90ou can also text comments/photos to 312-313-9015.

In the event of an emergencyIn the event of an emergency

Metra Police at 312-322-2800.

   of an eme

Metra Police at 312-322-2800.

, call 91     ergency

Metra Police at 312-322-2800.

1 or , call 91

Metra Police at 312-322-2800.
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A Message
from

Chief of Police
Anthony Greco

Visit the Melrose Park Police Department Website at www.melroseparkpd.com ...
• For Melrose Park Police Department General Information • To Pay Tickets • To Obtain Police Reports

The website can be translated to Spanish and Polish.

Provide an Anonymous Crime Tip
The Melrose Park Police Department relies on individuals to help

prevent and solve crimes in our community.
If you have information about criminal activity, please submit it.
However, if you would like to be contacted by a police officer,

just include a telephone number or email address where you can be reached.
Submit to tips@melroseparkpd.com.

Melrose Park Police Department

IMPORTANT
PARKING NOTICE

A QUICK NOTE TO UPDATE YOU
ON WEEKEND PARKING RULES ...
AS OF MONDAY, DEC. 1, 2025,

PARKING IS NO LONGER PERMITTED ON
BOTH SIDES OF THE STREET ON WEEKENDS.

Overnight parking restrictions remain the same in the
West Melrose and Winston Park areas.

Parking is only allowed on designated sides of the street
depending on the day of the week as indicated

on notice signs posted throughout the community.
Remember, parking is never allowed on east and west streets – 2-6 A.M.

Anthony Greco
Chief of Police

ALL VILLAGE OF MELROSE PARK
PARKING RESTRICTIONS WILL BE STRICTLY

ENFORCED AND TICKETS WILL BE
WRITTEN FOR CARS VIOLATING

CURRENT AND FUTURE PARKING RULES.
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Senior Services
Need help with Medicare, veterans benefits, circuit breakers, etc.?

Need sources for home health care, equipment, etc.?
Have questions you need resources for? We can help. Call Peggy DiFazio at (708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448.

Donation of Mobility Need Items – Canes, Wheelchairs, Walkers, Etc.
The Melrose Park Senior Center is currently accepting donations of canes,

wheelchairs, walkers, etc., that can be given to those in need.
If you have something you would like to donate, please call Peggy DiFazio at (708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448.

Village of Melrose Park Senior News
From the Desks of Peggy DiFazio, Director of Senior Services, Special Events and Taste of Melrose Park,

and Lorena Anguiano, Bi-Lingual Services

For more information, please call (708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448 or Ext. 4452.

Benefit Access Program Benefits
Senior Ride Free Transit Benefit • Persons with Disabilities Free Transit Ride • Secretary of State License Plate Discount

Programa Para el Acceso de Beneficios
Beneficio de Transporte Gratuito para personas Mayores de 65 años • Transporte Gratuito para Personas con Incapacidades

Descuento para la Placa de su Carro en la Secretaria del Estado

Free Exercise for
Melrose Park Seniors

Socially Distanced Activity • Face Masks Required

For more information, please call (708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448.

Come Join
in the Fun

with Instructor
Barb Rubright
(Rube’s Garage)

Monday-Friday •  9-10 a.m.
Melrose Park Civic Center

1000 N. 25th Ave. •  Melrose Park



Is your home decorated for the holidays ...
Send us a photo for the Winter 2026 Issue of The Rose!

You could win a prize on behalf of
Mayor Serpico and the

Melrose Park Youth Commission.
Five top prizes ($150 each) and five runners-up prizes ($50 each)

will be awarded for the best decorated!
Take a nighttime photo of your home all lit and email it to

therose@melrosepark.org on or before Jan. 7, 2026.

Type Mayor Serpico/MPYC Holiday Decorations in the subject line of your email
and include your name, address and a phone number that’s best to reach you at.

For more information, please call the MP Youth Commission at (708) 343-4000.

Happy
Holidays!

Now’s the Time to
Join in the

Seasonal Fun!

9
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On Friday, Nov. 14, the Melrose Park Firemen’s Association held their Annual Fall Raffle Dinner to help raise funds for charitable contributions to organizations the
association works with throughout the year. On behalf of the Melrose Park Fire Department, the association would like to graciously thank all those who helped
make this year’s dinner and commemorative ad book an incredible success, including the following supporters, as well as current and retired MP firefighters ...

A Gracious Thank You from the Melrose Park Fire Department
and the Melrose Park Firemen’s Association

Ronald M. Serpico, Mayor, Village of Melrose Park
Lake Book Manufacturing, LLC
Pan American Bank & Trust

Norcomm/Superior Ambulance Service
Restore Disaster Restoration Experts
Cerami Construction Company, Ltd.

Cerniglia Co.
Macqueen Emergency Pierce

Paramedic Services of Illinois, Inc.
Elite Electric Co., Inc.
Veterans Park District
Suburban Sporting Goods

Joseph A. Casale/Richard D. Dalitto
C & O Window Cleaning LLC

Tom Olson, President, Triton College Foundation
Signco

Swaporama
Scores Chicago O’Hare
R.J.N. Supplies, Inc.
Kushner Medical
Air One Equipment

Spicer Construction, LLC
Above and Beyond Black Oxide

Construction Management Service Corp.
Fairway Custom Landscaping, Inc.

The Law Offices of Carlos H. Davalos
Chicago Metropolitan Fire Prevention Co.

CXI Trucking
Al Piemonte NISSAN

Royal Pipe & Supply Co.
Darley

Planet Group Inc.
Area Towing

Fox Outdoor Products
Carnicerias Jimenez
JB Food & Beverage

Alpha Omega Learning Center 
MWI Property Group
Carmel Hall Raffle

Melrose Dental Center
Chicago Soccer Fields

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish
Cafe Gaspar

Melrose Park Police Department
Mickinzie-Vertuno F.O.P. Lodge 19

Riley Heating & Cooling
Victory Centre of River Woods

Triton College Foundation
Republic Services

Commercial Tire Service
FRICOLD Heating and Cooling

School District 89
Ella’s Tavern

Mittera of Illinois
Duke of Oil

Carbit Liquid Coating Solutions
Cermak Fresh Market
Carnitas Don Alfredo

Aqua Fiori
Tom’s Steak House
Proviso Township

Michael A. Corrigan, Supervisor

Belcore Electrical Contractors
Taverna on Division

Customized Protection Services
Torres Supermercados Freshmarket

Special T Unlimited
Best Packaging

Mohr Oil Company
J & J Sealcoating Inc.
Wigit’s Truck Center

Cozi Recycling
Provant Insurance

Scudiero’s Italian Bakery
Julie Anne Moore, M.D.
Flowers of Italy Club

Thatcher Oaks Commercial Awnings
Olympia Maintenance

Consumers Meat Packing Co.
Dynamic Fleet Services
3MD Relocation Services

Brian W. Carey, Attorney at Law
Sabe A Zulia

Venezuelan Food
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Melrose Park Assistant Fire Chiefs Visit VPD Preschool
Melrose Park assistant fire chiefs Frank Islami and Jim Wrosch went to Veterans Park Preschool on Monday, Oct. 27 and Tuesday, Oct. 28, to talk to
preschoolers about fire safety and to read a book.
Veterans Park District thanked the first responders for taking the time out of their busy schedule to visit the preschoolers and teach them about fire

safety awareness. The children truly enjoyed meeting some of our local heroes and learning more about the important work they do to keep our commu-
nity safe. They had a lot of fun interacting with the assistant chiefs.
The dedication, generosity and commitment to educating the young learners was appreciated.

Always Stepping Up ...

Lomeli Receives Cook County
Sheriff’s Police Department Commendation

On Oct. 20, 2025, Ofc. Ruben Lomeli, a nine-year veteran of the Melrose Park Police Department, received
the Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department Commendation Award in recognition of his recent outstanding
law enforcement act and achievement which brought credit to the department, and involved performance
above and beyond what was required by his assignment.
Lomeli, who’s currently attached to the Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department on a task force conducting

various investigations, also teaches recruits (new police officers) at the Cook County Sheriff’s Basic Law
Enforcement Police Academy, and he’s a certified instructor through the Illinois Law Enforcement Training and
Standards Board, teaching various courses to current certified police officers.
Ruben has received five previous Melrose Park Police Department Commendations while on patrol, and two

Cook County Sheriff’s Police Department Commendations (2023 and 2024) in his current assignment.
Congratulations Ofc. Lomeli on this well-deserved recognition. Thank you for all you do to keep the village

of Melrose Park and Cook County safe for all residents and community visitors.

MP Fire Dept. Announces
New Lt. Appointment

At the village of Melrose Park November board meeting, Melrose
Park firefighter Steve Saviozzi was promoted to his new position of
lieutenant with the Melrose Park Fire Department (MPFD).
Mayor Serpico and the village of Melrose Park congratulate Mr.

Saviozzi, and wish him and his family good luck as he embarks on
his new role. Thank you, Lt. Saviozzi, for your hard work and for
always going above and beyond to keep Melrose Park safe for its
residents.

Pictured (left photo, left to right) are
Director of Fire Dept. Rick Beltrame, Lt. Steve Saviozzi and Mayor Serpico.

Lt. Saviozzi (right photo) receives congratulations from his MPFD colleagues.
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Winter Holiday Safety Tips
This holiday season, don't let the spirit of giving lull you into giving burglars, muggers and pickpockets a better
chance to do their dirty work. Crooks love the holidays as much as everyone else, especially because it's an
opportune time for crime. Homes jam packed with glittering gifts. Stores, malls and downtown streets teeming
with unsuspecting shoppers. People rushing around, stressed out and careless, looking for last-minute gifts,
trying to get everything done. It's enough to make a crook giddy with holiday joy.
Here are some tips on how to celebrate safely this holiday season.

If You are Traveling
• Get an automatic timer for your lights.
• Ask a neighbor to watch your home, shovel snow and park in the driveway from time to time.
• Don't forget to have mail and newspaper delivery stopped. If it piles up, it's a sure sign you're gone.

If You are Out for the Evening
• Turn on lights and a radio or TV so it looks like someone's home.
• Be extra cautious about locking doors and windows when you leave, even if it's just for a few minutes.
• Don't display gifts where they can be seen from outside.

If You are Shopping
• Stay alert and be aware of what's going on around you.
• Park in a well-lighted space and be sure to lock the car, close the windows, and hide shopping bags and
gifts in the trunk.

• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash, pay with a check or credit card whenever possible.
• Deter pickpockets and purse-snatchers. Don't overburden yourself with packages. Be extra careful with
purses and wallets. Carry a purse close to your body, not dangling by the straps. Put a wallet in an inside
coat or front pants pocket.

• Shopping with kids? Teach them to go to a store clerk or security guard if you get separated.

Protect Your Vehicle
• Loading up on all those gifts is a sign of progress in the holiday shopping. But if those packages are left out
in the open after they're in the car, your car has become a likely target for thieves. Remember the old cliché
"Out of sight, out of mind?" The same idea applies to items in your car.

• Always lock your vehicle and store all items out of sight. Breaking into an empty car isn't worth a thief's time.
However, anything left in plain view – from your holiday gifts to spare change, sunglasses, CDs, cell phones
or briefcases – may tempt a thief.

• Help prevent your vehicle from being stolen by always locking your car and using anti-theft devices. And,
although it's cold, never leave your vehicle running while you run inside your home or a store – even if it’s for
only a minute or two.

If a Stranger Comes to Your Door
• Criminals sometimes pose as couriers delivering gifts, so be cautious when accepting a package.
• It's not uncommon for people to try to take advantage of others' generosity during the holidays by going door-to-
door for charitable donations when there's no charity involved. Ask for identification and find out how the funds
will be used. If you aren't satisfied, don't give. Help a charitable organization you know and like instead.

A Message
from

Chief of
Police
Anthony
Greco

Visit the
Melrose Park

Police Department
Website at

www.melroseparkpd.com
• For Melrose Park
Police Department
General Information
• To Pay Tickets

• To Obtain Police Reports
The website can be

translated to
Spanish and Polish.

Anthony Greco
Chief of Police
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After You’ve Opened the Gifts
• Burglars know that many households have new, and oftentimes expensive, items in their homes following the
December holidays – especially items such as new computers and peripherals, stereo components, televi-
sions, cameras and other electronic equipment. In too many cases, residents make it easy for burglars to fig-
ure out which homes to target by putting boxes that identify their new gifts in plain view with their other
garbage. Avoid becoming an easy target for post-holiday burglars by not leaving boxes for new electronics and
other items in the alley or other garbage pickup locations for several days at a time. Instead, break down any
boxes you are throwing out, put them in garbage bags and place them inside a trash can. (In many cases,
especially with computer equipment, you might consider keeping the boxes for safe storage, shipping or mov-
ing in the future.) Think about keeping broken-down boxes inside – in a garage, for example – until the
evening before your regular garbage pickup. Some burglars actually look inside garbage cans for evidence of
holiday gifts. And, of course, if you see someone suspicious casing your alley or if you see a burglary in
progress, call the Melrose Park Police Department on 911.

Take a Holiday Inventory
• The holidays are a good time to update – or create – your home inventory. Take photos or make videos of
items, and list descriptions and serial numbers. If your home is burglarized, having a detailed inventory can
help identify stolen items and make insurance claims easier to file.

• Make sure things like TVs, VCRs, stereo equipment, cameras, camcorders, sports equipment, jewelry, silver,
computers, home office equipment and power tools are on the list. Remember to check it twice!

Celebrate Responsibly
• The holiday season is a time of celebration and revelry. Drinking and driving is a danger to everyone on the
road. Anyone with a BAC of .08 or higher is in violation of Illinois law and may go to jail. Remember that the
risk isn't worth it – if you choose to drink alcohol at a party, don't drive. Take a cab, use public transportation or
a designated driver. Have fun, but remember to celebrate responsibly.

Holiday Package Theft
• Track deliveries online and confirm delivery has occurred. You can sign up for email notifications to track your
packages from initial shipment to its arrival at your home or the recipient’s address if you have the gift delivered
directly.

• If you know a family member or neighbor will be home, ask them to pick up the packages as soon as they are
delivered. Reward them with fresh baked cookies.

• Switch delivery location to work where it can be received by someone and not left on the porch.
• See if the post office or store the product is being shipped from can hold the package for pickup.
• The post office will allow your package to remain safe and secure for up to 30 days.

Enjoy the Season!
• Last but not least, don't let holiday stress get the best of your holiday spirit. Make time to get together with
family, friends and neighbors. And think about reaching out in the spirit of the season and helping someone
who's less fortunate or lonely.

Source: https://mpdc.dc.gov/page/winter-holiday-safety-tips.

Melrose
Park
Police

Department
Connecting

You to
Community
Resources!
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Village of Melrose Park

Public Works
Report From the Desk of

Gary Marine,
Director of Public
Works

Multi-Purpose Field
A new state-of-the-art,
multi-purpose field has
been set in place at the
Ralph “Babe” Serpico
Memorial Field on 25th
Avenue. The new diverse
field can be used for a foot-
ball field, soccer field, uni-
fied lacrosse field and a

new walking track. The field
is now open to the public.

Feeding Wildlife
Attention Winston Park Area Residents – Please refrain from feeding wildlife,
especially deer, around the Winston Park area. The food is attracting skunks
and raccoons, and they are becoming a nuisance throughout this area.

Attention Residents Along
Silver Creek
Embankment

Please refrain from throwing grass clippings
and any other yard waste into the creek.

25th Avenue Municipal Lot
Under Mayor Serpico’s direction, the lot on 25th Avenue and Augusta has been
paved and open for free parking to residents. The lot on the northeast corner of
25th and Augusta has been paved for additional free parking for residents. The
Civic Center’s east and west lots have been repaved as well.

Street Parking
Restriction Signs

Please follow all street parking restriction signs posted throughout the village.

Street Sweeping
The street sweeper has been out sweeping roadways. Please follow all
street sweeping signs located on village streets. Please remove your vehi-
cle from the street to help expedite sweeping.

2026 – Fall Tree Planting Program
The list is now open for 2026 – Fall Tree Planting. To request a tree for
2026, please call the Public Works Department at (708) 343-5128.

2026 – 50/50 Sidewalk Program
If you would like to participate in the 2026 – 50/50 Sidewalk Program to
request replacement of sidewalk squares, please call the Public Works

Department at (708) 343-5128 for more information.

Melrose Park Dog Park
The village of Melrose Park
Dog Park hours are 8 a.m.-8
p.m., seven days a week
throughout the summer and
fall. The fenced-in Dog Park is
located at 13th and Main
Street. Dog Park licenses are
available at the Village Hall.
Please follow rules posted

at the park.

Silver Creek Restoration Project
Under the direction of Mayor Ronald M. Serpico, the Village of Melrose
Park Public Works employees constructed the Silver Creek Eagles Nest
Park. This is a natural preserve that includes a walking path and a pavil-
ion/gazebo, along with a canoe/kayak launch.

Phase 5 and 6 of the
Silver Creek Stabilization Project have been completed.

Phase 7 is underway.
This stabilization project restores
the natural balance of the creek
by restoring the embankment,
and bringing back native land-
scape and shrubbery along with
aquatic habitat. This is an invalu-
able stream system that provides
storm water runoff, flood man-
agement and many other bene-
fits for the residents of Melrose
Park.

Silver Creek Trail Park
The Silver Creek Trail Park is located off of First Avenue. The trail is cen-
tered off the pond between Silver Creek and its tributary, the Des Plaines
River. Native plants of this area were once lost to development and are
now being reintro-
duced to the area. With
the help of these native
plants, more wildlife is
returning to the area –
from the Bald Eagle
(sighted in the area),
the Northern Pike, Red
Foxes, Black-Crowned
Night Herons and
Cooper’s Hawk, to name a few.

Do’s and Don’ts While Visiting the Silver Creek Trail Park
1. No littering. Please clean up after any activities.
2. Pets must be leashed.
3. Smoking or fires are prohibited.
4. Please clean up pet waste and dispose of it.
5. Do not disturb any plants, trees or wildlife.
6. No loitering.
7. No hunting.
8. Fishermen must clean up any cut line, bail containers and all litter.
9. Park opens one hour after sunrise and closes one hour before sunset.
10. Enjoy the park.

The Public Works employees are always in full force, working to keep the village of Melrose Park clean and well-maintained.
If you have a request, please feel free to call Gary M. Marine, director of Public Works at (708) 343-5128.

Silver Creek Interpretive Trail
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Apply Now for the 2026 Senior Painting Program!
Mayor Serpico announced the village of Melrose Park will once again offer the free
Residential Painting Program for individuals 65 years of age and older who reside and own a
single family home in Melrose Park. Those who qualify and need light paint work around
their homes – fences, garage doors, railings, etc.,
(no interior painting, or no interior or exterior
carpentry) – are encouraged to complete the
MP Painting Program Request Form (right)
and mail it to:

The 2026 Senior Painting Program list
will be closed July 31, 2026.

Only one item will be painted per year.
Get your request in early as the list fills fast.

The Village of Melrose Park Public Works
Attn.: Gary M. Marine, Director of Public Works

1000 N. 25th Ave.
Melrose Park, IL 60160

Mayor Serpico’s 2026
MP Painting Program Request Form

Please print clearly.

Name_______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________
Age_________ Birthdate_______________________________

One item to be painted (please circle one only):
Fence    Garage Door    Railings

Only one item will be painted per year. The 2026 list will be closed July 31, 2026.

Mayor Serpico
and the

Village of Melrose Park
are Seeking

Landscaping and
Snow Removal Professionals
to Provide Affordably Priced
Assistance to Our Residents

When Needed ...

Village of
Melrose Park

Interested parties will be listed on a
special property maintenance services page

in upcoming issues of The Rose.
To be considered, please send
a copy of your business card to

Director of Senior Services Peggy DiFazio
(peg@melrosepark.org)

or you can call
(708) 343-4000, Ext. 4448,

for more information.
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Republic Services Garbage Schedule for Residential Bi-Weekly Pickup
24th Avenue to 11th Avenue – Tuesday and Friday

Winston Park Area – Tuesday and Friday
West Melrose – Tuesday and Friday

North of North Avenue – Tuesday and Friday
Republic Services is contracted to pick up your regular, everyday garbage and household items,

such as couches, tables, mattresses, box springs, desks and chairs, etc.

Recycling and yard waste is collected on Tuesdays from April through November and must be placed in a
33-gallon refuse can or biodegradable paper bags. Plastic bags will not be accepted.

All items are to be put out the night before or morning of scheduled garbage pickup.

Winston Park Area and West Melrose – Once garbage has been picked up, garbage container is to be
removed from curb line and placed back on resident’s property.

The Village of Melrose Park Public Works Department Garbage Pickup Schedule
24th Avenue to 10th Avenue – North Side from Cortez to North Avenue – Monday
24th Avenue to 10th Avenue – South Side from Cortez to Main Street – Tuesday

Winston Park Area – Wednesday     West Melrose – Thursday     North of North Avenue – Thursday
The village of Melrose Park Public Works Department pickup items include

all household remodeling items (homeowner/self – not contractor),
such as kitchen and bathroom cabinets, drywall and cement.

All items are to be put out the night before or before 7 a.m. the morning of scheduled garbage pickup.
Once village trucks have passed and picked up items, the trucks will not pass again. 

Any other garbage items are not to be left out and are to be put out for the next scheduled pickup.

Village of Melrose Park
Residental Garbage Pickup

Information

ATTENTION RESIDENTS – CALL TO REQUEST REPLACEMENT RESIDENT GARBAGE CANS
For a missing or damaged garbage can, please call the

Melrose Park Public Works Department directly at (708) 343-5128
to request a replacement garbage can.

REPLACEMENT RESIDENT RECYCLING CANS
For the new larger recycling cans, please call the

Melrose Park Public Works Department directly at (708) 343-5128 to request a recycling can.
The smaller recycling can will no longer be available at the village

Public Works Department or from Republic Services.

This service is for Melrose Park residents in single and two-flat buildings only.
Commercial and apartment buildings must use a private scavenger company.

Village of Melrose Park Public Works regular hours are 7 a.m.-3 p.m.
This information is also available at www.melrosepark.org.
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A Salute to Our Veterans ...
We are grateful for your service to our country and
will always embrace you as true and trusted friends,
who proudly stood and still stand side by side with

your colleagues to keep the United States of America
strong and the greatest country in the world

to live and raise a family.

GGeeoorrggee AA.. LLeeoonnii,, JJooee MMoonnttiinnoo,, JJoohhnn BBaabboowwiiccee,, LLeeoo CCaannnniiccii,, JJoohhnn MMiissaassii,, LLoouu SSaallvviinnoo,, WWiilllliiaamm GGaallvviinn,, TThhoommaass BBiissccaann,,
DDuukkee LLuulllloo,, FFrraannkk MMoocccciioo,, WWiilllliiaamm SSppeenncceerr IIIIII,, HHeeccttoorr CCaanneessttrriinnii,, AAnnggeelloo PPrroovveennzzaannoo,, AAll AAcceeyy,, MMaatthheeww AAlleekk,,
DDaanniieell AAmmeennddoollaa,, AAnntthhoonnyy CCaattiizzoonnee,, JJoosseepphh DDii CCoossttaannzzoo,, VViittoo ZZaannzzoollaa,, MMiicchhaaeell HHaannlloonn JJrr..,, VViinncceenntt PPiieerrrrii,,

FFrreedd RRiizzzzaa JJrr..,, DDaallee RRiieess,, JJoohhnn PPuucccciioo,, RRuusssseellll SSaabbaattiinnoo,, SSaammuueell TTeerreessii,, VViinncceenntt MMoorrmmiinnoo,, AArrmmaannddoo AArriissttooddeemmoo,,
GGlleennnn CCoommppttoonn,, UUbbaallddoo HHeerrrreerraa,, AAuugguusstt RRoojjeekk,, DDaavviidd CCoollbbeerrtt SSrr..,, LLeesstteerr EEddeennss,, DDaanniieell JJaammeess,, GGaaeettaannoo MMaacciinnoo,,

GGuuaaddaalluuppee LLoonnggoorriiaa,, AAllffrreedd CCeecchhiinnii,, VViittoo VVaalleerriioo,, JJaacckk CCoonnnneerr,, BBeerrnnaarrdd KKrreemmsskkee,, JJoosseepphh SSaannddss,, GGeeoorrggee TTiigghhee JJrr..,,
GGeeoorrggee AAnnaasstt,, MMiirriiaamm CClliinnttrroonn,, PPeetteerr RRoohhrriicchh,, EErriicc LLeePPaakk,, GGeerraalldd QQuuaannttrraannoo,, DDaanniieell SSpprraatttt,, JJoosseepphh SSppiilllloonnee,,

LLeeoo VVaann DDee ZZaannddee,, RRiicchhaarrdd BBeennnneetttt,, JJoosseepphh FFaazziioo,, RRiicchhaarrdd PPiieerruucccciinnii,, GGeeoorrggee PPaatteerrssoonn,, RRoocchheellllee SShheehhii--MMaarrtteellll,,
LLaarrrryy HHiicckkmmaann SSrr..,, AAnnttoonniioo SSaanncchheezz,, BBeerrnnaarrdd BBrruunnoo,, JJoohhnn MMccHHuugghh,, JJoohhnn SShhiinneess JJrr..,, FFrreeddeerriicckk MMeeyyeerr,, DDaavviidd HHeerrnnaannddeezz,,

JJaammeess GGrraahhaamm,, CCaarroolliinnee BBaannkkss,, JJoohhnn MMoorrrriisssseeyy,, RRoobbeerrtt CChhaarriittoo,, EEuuggeennee GGiilllleettttee,, JJaammeess GGrraahhaamm JJrr..,,
RRiicchhaarrdd TTaammaasshhiirroo,, AAnntthhoonnyy AAnnggeelliiccoo,, JJoohhnn FFiittzzggeerraalldd,, RRaallpphh AAnntthhoonnyy VViiccaarrii,, JJaassppeerr MMiittcchheellll,, JJaammeess EE.. GGoorrsskkii,,

JJoohhnn SSoommmmeessii,, LLeeoo RR.. ZZyygglleerr,, HHuugghh AAlllleenn SSmmiitthh,, MMaarriioo CCoollaannttoonniioo,, LLoouuiiss IInnggoogglliiaa,, JJoohhnn JJ.. RRaacciillaa JJrr..,, LLeeoonnaarrdd KKootteellmmaann,,
DDoonnaalldd YYuuzzeettiiss,, CChhrriissttiiaann EEaarrll,, DDoommiinniicc JJ.. MMoonnddoo SSrr..,, CChhaarrlleess VViirrrruussoo,, FFrraanncciiss SSppaattaarroo,, EEddwwiinn HH.. WWaallkkeerr IIVV,,

GGeeoorrggee DD.. MMaaccaalluussoo,, DDoonnaalldd KKuuffffeell,, KKeeiitthh HHeeiinnzz,, KKeennnneetthh HHeeppppnneerr,, JJoosseepphh EE.. HHooggaann,, TToorriibbiioo AAccoossttaa,,
JJoohhnn JJ.. KKiinnsseellllaa,, JJeerrrryy DDeevvaarriiss,, LLaarrrryy LLaa RRiivviieerree,, SShhaannnnoonn SSmmiitthh,, FFrreedd MMaarruunnddee,, VViiccttoorr DDiiFFaazziioo,, BBaarrbbaarraa BBaaiilleeyy,,

JJoohhnn CCoorroonnaaddoo,, NNeelllloo DDii DDoommeenniiccoo,, PPeetteerr FF.. VVeennuuttee,, JJaammeess CCuurrrryy aanndd ootthheerrss wwhhoo hhaavvee ppaasssseedd rreecceennttllyy..

Veterans Park District • Veterans Day Observance • Friday, Nov. 7, 2025
IItt’’ss aann hhoonnoorr aanndd aa pprriivviilleeggee ttoo ssaalluuttee oouurr vveetteerraannss aanndd tthhaannkk tthheemm ffoorr tthheeiirr ccoouurraaggee aanndd sseerrvviiccee ttoo oouurr ccoouunnttrryy..

TTooddaayy,, oouurr rroollll ccaallll iiss mmiissssiinngg sseevveerraall ffrroonntt rrooww mmiilliittaarryy mmeenn aanndd wwoommeenn
wwhhoo hhaavvee aallwwaayyss bbeeeenn hheerree ttoo ssuuppppoorrtt oouurr VVeetteerraannss DDaayy ccaauussee..

LLeett’’ss rreemmeemmbbeerr tthheemm ffoorr tthhee rreemmaarrkkaabbllee ssoollddiieerrss tthheeyy wweerree aanndd tthhee ppoowweerrffuull ssttrreennggtthh tthheeyy ggaavvee ttoo ootthheerrss
ttoo qquuiieettllyy oovveerrccoommee tthhee oobbssttaacclleess ooff wwaarr aanndd ccoouurraaggeeoouussllyy pprroommoottee wwoorrlldd ppeeaaccee..
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Veterans Park District
Proudly Honors

All Who Have Served

20



It’s an honor and a privilege to
salute our veterans and we thank
them for their courage and service
to our country.
On Friday, Nov. 7, Veterans Park

District held its annual Veterans
Day Observance in honor of those
who have served our country.
Community members came out to
salute veterans and current mem-
bers of the U.S. Armed Forces –
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines,
Coast Guard and Space Force.
Observance ceremony speakers
and participants included American
Legion Franklin Park Post #974, Fr.
Marvin Ajic Arana, Veterans Park
Preschool Class of 25/26, Mayor
Serpico, VPD Executive Director
Bill Otte, Vocalist Gianna Capra
Uroni, Vietnam War Veteran Angelo
Egizio and Veterans Park District
Board President Tom Olson.
Thank you to all attendees who

came out to help recognize our
veterans and those who are
remembered, but no longer with us.

Melrose Park Police Commander Mark Rieger, a US Marine Corps
veteran, is pictured with his son Andrew, presently serving in the
Army Illinois National Guard, remembering his Grandpa Amendola

who served in the Navy during the Vietnam War.
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Melrose Park Expands
Village Bus Fleet with
New Pace Vehicles

The village of Melrose Park is proud to announce the addition of new,
upgraded Pace buses to its community transportation fleet. These vehicles
officially entered service Nov. 13, 2025, enhancing mobility and conven-
ience for local residents.
Mayor Ron Serpico was instrumental in securing these state-of-the-art

vehicles, reaffirming his commitment to maintaining a modern and accessi-
ble transportation network for Melrose Park residents. “We’re proud to
keep our community moving safely and comfortably,” said Mayor Serpico.
“Upgrading our fleet means our residents can continue to count on
dependable, high-quality service – completely free of charge.”
The Melrose Park Dial A Ride bus service provides free transportation to

residents throughout the village, offering a vital link to shopping, medical
appointments and community destinations. The addition of these new Pace
buses ensures the continued reliability, comfort and safety of this essential
service. The new buses mark another step forward in the village’s ongoing
investment in community services and quality of life.
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Village of Melrose Park

Dial A Ride Program
for MP Residents

Convenient Ride Service Now Available 8:15 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
The Village of Melrose Park Dial A Ride Program provides public trans-
portation to any location within Melrose Park’s boundaries. No one is
turned away from utilizing this service. Riders are encouraged to use the
program to do their everyday needs, such as grocery shopping, doctor
appointments, etc. We are also handicapped accessible.
This service is available to residents Monday-Friday, 8:15 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
To make a reservation, please call (708) 343-7047. You can make
appointments between the hours of
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday. We
are closed on Saturdays and
Sundays, and all major holidays. To
book an appointment or make a can-
cellation, you must call at least 24
hours in advance.
Policies and Procedures
1) Only one reservation per rider per

day. NO EXCEPTIONS!
2) Only two appointments a week

can be made for miscellaneous use, such as grocery shopping, etc.
Anyone using the van for doctor appointments, etc., may use the ser-
vice up to three times a week.

3) You must stay at the destination you are going to for a minimum time
of an hour. Any residents of Victory Centre MUST go with the group
provided at their center for grocery shopping, etc. Any doctor appoint-
ment can be made with us.

4) Only three shopping bags per rider. Forgotten items in the van will be
returned at the next pickup date.

Please note that our service is getting more popular every day so we will
try to accommodate your needs to the best of our ability. 

Mayor Serpico
encourages
residents
to use this
convenient

transportation
resource
for their
everyday
needs,
such as
shopping,
doctor

appointments,
etc.

Call (708) 343-7047 for service.



Village of
Melrose Park

23

COMMUNITY NOTICE

Village Hall Announces Holiday Closings
The Melrose Park Village Hall will be closed for the following holidays:
Christmas Eve (1/2 Day) – Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2025; Christmas Day – Thursday,
Dec. 25, 2025; New Year’s Eve (1/2 Day) – Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2025; and New
Year’s Day – Thursday, Jan. 1, 2026; Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – Monday, Jan.
19, 2026; Presidents Day – Monday, Feb. 16, 2026; Good Friday – Friday, April 3,
2026; Memorial Day – Monday, May 25, 2026; Juneteenth – Friday, June 19, 2026;
Independence Day – Friday, July 3, 2026; Labor Day – Monday, Sept. 7, 2026;
Columbus Day – Monday, Oct. 12, 2026; Veterans Day – Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2026;
Thanksgiving Day – Thursday, Nov. 26, 2026; Day After Thanksgiving – Friday,
Nov. 27, 2026; Christmas Eve (1/2 Day) – Thursday, Dec. 24, 2026; Christmas Day
– Friday, Dec. 25, 2026; New Year’s Eve (1/2 Day) – Thursday, Dec. 31, 2026; and
New Year’s Day – Friday, Jan. 1, 2027.

Residents are asked to make note of the dates listed.
For more information, call the Village Hall at (708) 343-4000.

Public Notice Regarding
Scheduled Board Meetings

Take notice that the village of Melrose Park, Cook County, Illinois,
will conduct the regular scheduled meetings of the president
and the board of trustees on the fourth Monday of each calendar
month, unless otherwise noted, at 6 p.m. at the Village Board
Meeting Room located on the first floor of the Melrose Park Police
Department, 1 N. Broadway Ave., Melrose Park.
The remaining schedule for calendar year 2025 is: Dec. 22.
The schedule for calendar year 2026 is: Jan. 26; Feb. 23; March 23;
April 27; Tuesday, May 26; June 22; July 27; Aug. 24; Sept. 28; Oct.
26; Nov. 23; and Dec. 28.

For more information, call (708) 343-4000.

Mayor Serpico’s
Snow Removal

Program
Out in Full Force
During Recent
Snowstorms

Mayor Serpico's Snow Removal Program
provided support for seniors and disabled resi-
dents during the big snowstorms that impacted
the area recently.
Crews removed the snow from approximately
280 homes of Melrose Park residents who called
in for assistance.
A special thank you from Mayor Serpico to all
the Public Works employees and members of
our community for their patience and their hard
work in keeping the streets, sidewalks and alleys
clean and passable. 

A Note to All Residents from Mayor Ronald M. Serpico Regarding Snow Removal
On behalf of the village of Melrose Park administration, I kindly ask that all residents refrain from blowing or shoveling snow

into the cleared streets once the plows have gone through and the Public Works Department has created clear and safe passage for all.
This will ensure the safety of our residents and visitors to the Melrose Park community.

Violators will receive a notice of violation with a possible fine to follow.
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Melrose Park
Public Safety

News

From the Department of Homeland Security – Public Safety
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Winter Storms ... The Deceptive Killers
Winter storms can range from a moderate snow over a few hours to a blizzard with blinding, wind-driven snow that lasts for several days. Some winter
storms are large enough to affect several states, while others affect only a single community. Many winter storms are accompanied by dangerously low
temperatures and sometimes by strong winds, icing, sleet and freezing rain. 
Regardless of the severity of a winter storm, you should be prepared in order to remain safe during these events. 

Know the Difference
Winter Storm Outlook – Winter storm conditions are possible in the next two to five days.
Winter Weather Advisory – Winter weather conditions are expected to cause significant inconveniences and may be hazardous. When caution is used,
these situations should not be life threatening.
Winter Storm Watch – Winter storm conditions are possible within the next 36 to 48 hours. People in a watch area should review their winter storm plans
and stay informed about weather conditions.
Winter Storm Warning – Life-threatening, severe winter conditions have begun or will begin within 24 hours. People in a warning area should take pre-
cautions immediately.

How to Prepare for a Winter Storm
• Winterize your vehicle and keep the gas tank full. A full tank will keep the fuel line from freezing.
• Insulate your home by installing storm windows or covering windows with plastic from the inside to keep cold air out.
• Maintain heating equipment and chimneys by having them cleaned and inspected every year.
• If you will be going away during cold weather, leave the heat on in your home, set to a temperature no lower than 55° F.

Put Together a Supply Kit
• Water – at least a three-day supply; one gallon per person per day.
• Food – at least a three-day supply of non-perishable, easy-to-prepare food.
• Flashlight.
• Battery-powered or hand-crank radio (NOAA Weather Radio, if possible).
• Extra batteries.
• First aid kit.
• Medications (seven-day supply) and medical items (hearing aids with extra batteries, glasses, contact lenses, syringes, etc.).
• Multipurpose tool.
• Sanitation and personal hygiene items.
• Copies of personal documents (medication list and pertinent medical information, proof of address, deed/lease to home, passports, birth certificates,
insurance policies).

• Cell phone with chargers.
• Family and emergency contact information.
• Extra cash.
• Baby supplies (bottles, formula, baby food, diapers).
• Pet supplies (collar, leash, ID, food, carrier, bowl).
• Tools/supplies for securing your home.
• Sand, rock salt or non-clumping kitty litter to make walkways and steps less slippery.
• Warm coats, gloves or mittens, hats, boots, and extra blankets and warm clothing for all household members.
• Ample alternate heating methods such as fireplaces or wood- or coal-burning stoves.



For more information, please call
Melrose Park Homeland Security ~ Public Safety at (708) 649-8000.

Winter's Impact
Storms with Strong Winds
Sometimes winter storms are accompanied by strong winds creating blizzard conditions with blinding wind-driven snow, severe drifting and dangerous
wind chill. Strong winds with these intense storms and cold fronts can knock down trees, utility poles and power lines. Storms near the coast can cause
coastal flooding and beach erosion as well as sink ships at sea. In the west and Alaska, winds descending off the mountains can gust to 100 mph or
more damaging roofs and other structures.

Extreme Cold
Extreme cold often accompanies a winter storm or is left in its wake. Prolonged exposure to the cold can cause frostbite or hypothermia and become life-threat-
ening. Infants and elderly people are most susceptible. What constitutes extreme cold and its effect varies across different areas of the United States. In areas
unaccustomed to winter weather, near freezing temperatures are considered "extreme cold." Freezing temperatures can cause severe damage to citrus fruit
crops and other vegetation. Pipes may freeze and burst in homes that are poorly insulated or without heat. In the north, below zero temperatures may be con-
sidered as "extreme cold." Long cold spells can cause rivers to freeze, disrupting shipping. Ice jams may form and lead to flooding.

Ice Storms
Heavy accumulations of ice can bring down trees, electrical wires, telephone poles and lines, and communication towers. Communications and power
can be disrupted for days while utility companies work to repair the extensive damage. Even small accumulations of ice may cause extreme hazards to
motorists and pedestrians.

Heavy Snow Storms
Heavy snow can immobilize a region and paralyze a city, stranding commuters, stopping the flow of supplies and disrupting emergency and medical ser-
vices. Accumulations of snow can collapse buildings and knock down trees and power lines. In rural areas, homes and farms may be isolated for days,
and unprotected livestock may be lost. In the mountains, heavy snow can lead to avalanches. The cost of snow removal, repairing damages and loss of
business can have large economic impacts on cities and towns.

Winter Precipitation
Snow
• FLURRIES – Light snow falling for short durations. No accumulation or light dusting is all that is expected.
• SHOWERS – Snow falling at varying intensities for brief periods of time. Some accumulation is possible.
• SQUALLS – Brief, intense snow showers accompanied by strong, gusty winds. Accumulation may be significant. Snow squalls are best known in the
Great Lakes region.

• BLOWING SNOW – Wind-driven snow that reduces visibility and causes significant drifting. Blowing snow may be snow that is falling and/or loose snow
on the ground picked up by the wind.

• BLIZZARD – Winds over 35 mph with snow and blowing snow reducing visibility to near zero. 

Sleet
Raindrops that freeze into ice pellets before reaching the ground. Sleet usually bounces when hitting a surface and does not stick to objects. However, it
can accumulate like snow and cause a hazard to motorists.

Freezing Rain
Rain that falls onto a surface with a temperature below freezing. This causes it to freeze to surfaces, such as trees, cars, and roads, forming a coating or
glaze of ice. Even small accumulations of ice can cause a significant hazard.

Winter Storm Facts: What Makes a Winter Storm?
Cold Air
Below freezing temperatures in the clouds and near the ground are necessary to make snow and/or ice. 

Moisture
To form clouds and precipitation. Air blowing across a body of water, such as a large lake or the ocean, is an excellent source of moisture.

Lift
something to raise the moist air to form the clouds and cause precipitation. An example of lift is warm air colliding with cold air and being forced to rise
over the cold dome. The boundary between the warm and cold air masses is called a front. Another example of lift is air flowing up a mountain side. 
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Village of Melrose Park

TO RESERVE SERVICES FROM THE VILLAGE OF MELROSE PARK SNOW REMOVAL PROGRAM
FOR THE FULL WINTER SEASON, YOU MUST COMPLETE AND MAIL

THE MAYOR SERPICO AND THE VILLAGE OF MELROSE PARK SNOW REMOVAL RESERVATION FORM TO:
Village of Melrose Park, Snow Removal • 1000 N. 25th Ave., Melrose Park, IL 60160

Mayor Serpico and the Village of Melrose Park
Snow Removal Reservation Form

TO RESERVE SERVICES, YOU MUST COMPLETE AND MAIL THIS FORM. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

Name ____________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________________ Age ___________

AT 4 INCHES OR MORE OF PREDICTED FALLING SNOW,
YOUR NAME WILL BE ADDED TO THE SNOW REMOVAL LIST.

WE WILL DO A PATH FROM YOUR FRONT DOOR TO THE STREET
AND A SWIPE OF YOUR DRIVEWAY.

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES ONLY (NO RENTALS) – NO ALLEYS
– NO ALLEY SKIRTS TO GARAGE – NO BACKYARDS.

For more
information,
please call

(708) 649-4450.

MELROSE PARK RESIDENTS – PLEASE TRY TO HELP SENIOR AND
DISABLED NEIGHBORS IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER – THANK YOU.
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This service is offered to seniors (65 and older),
disabled with special needs and

those who have no family or neighbors to help.

Mayor Serpico’s
Snow Removal

Program
for Senior and

Special Needs Residents

RESIDENTS
MUST

PRE-REGISTER
EVERY
SEASON.
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In 2014, Mayor Serpico and the Melrose Park Youth Commission launched
Melrose Park’s Avenue of Flags campaign and we’re continuing our efforts.

Flags representing the United States of America, the state of Illinois,
the village of Melrose Park, the United States Army, United States Navy,

United States Air Force, United States Marines, United States Coast Guard,
United States Space Force and POW/MIA are being displayed

on lightpoles within the village.
If you know of a veteran or someone currently serving from the community and
would like to have a flag displayed on a lightpole near their home, please call the

Melrose Park Village Hall at (708) 343-4000 with details on their U.S. military branch.

Show Your Support for
Our Veterans and Those

Currently Serving Our Country!
Call the Village Hall Today to
Reserve a Flag in Their Honor

Donations of any amount to support Melrose Park’s Avenue of Flags initiative are appreciated and can
be sent to: Village of Melrose Park/Avenue of Flags, 1000 N. 25th Ave., Melrose Park, Ill. 60160.

Please make checks payable to the Melrose Park Youth Commission
or Melrose Park Sports & Family Benefit Fund.

Attention Residents
The village of Melrose Park would like to know of

any residents who are currently serving in the military.
If you have a family member or know of a resident who is,

please contact Jasmine Mendez
via email – jmendez@melrosepark.org or
by phone – (708) 343-4000, Ext. 4414.

Melrose Park is Looking for Residents
Currently Serving in the Military
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Shop Melrose Park this Holiday Season
We Encourage You to Shop and Eat Local this Holiday Season!

We all hear the messaging “Shop Local” and “Shop Small” every holiday season, and those appeals are critical to support the businesses in Melrose
Park that do so much every day to fuel our local economy and provide jobs to people that live in and around Melrose Park. We understand that online
shopping and even ordering meals are transactions that are often done online, but we encourage you to visit and shop our local businesses whenever
possible. Even doing an in-store pickup of an online order helps the local business to get the sales credit for your transaction.
Thank you in advance for shopping Melrose Park! Have a Merry Christmas and a safe and happy holiday season!

New Chamber Members and Renewals
The Melrose Park Chamber of Commerce and Community Development (MPCCCD) welcomed three new businesses as members in October and
November, and now has over 225 members. Please help us welcome Royal Garden Banquets and Catering; Superior Rooter and Drain, LLC; and View
Transit on their membership and partnership with the MPCCCD.
We also want to give special thanks to the 10 businesses that renewed memberships in October and November, and continue to participate in network-

ing events, information sessions and provide feedback to surveys to help the chamber to connect them with resources and solutions needed to support
and fuel economic growth in their business. Please join us in thanking and supporting these local businesses – they are Corrigan Financial Services, Inc.;
Flood Brothers Disposal; Fricold Heating and Cooling; Playas Nayaritas; S & S Towing; Small World Learning Center; Victory Centre of River Woods;
Walther Christian Academy; Winston Plaza; and West Regional Enterprise Zone.
The Melrose Park Chamber of Commerce and Community Development has over 225 members, and the list continues to grow each month. If you are

not currently a member of the MPCCCD, please reach out to Isaac Bazbaz, executive director, via email at ibazbaz@mpcccd.org or call (708) 343-9500
and he will schedule a time to meet with you to discuss the benefits of partnering and working with our chamber.
For information about membership, please visit the chamber website Membership page at https://mpcccd.org/benefits-dues/.

Learn More About the Melrose Park
Chamber of Commerce and Community Development!

If you are not getting emails from the MPCCCD about events, training or technical assistance offered for certifications, grant applications, etc., sign up for
our newsletters at https://mpcccd.org. You can also follow the chamber on Facebook or LinkedIn to stay current on chamber activities.

To schedule an appointment to learn more about the chamber or to get information on membership, please reach out to
Isaac Bazbaz, executive director, via email at ibazbaz@mpcccd.org or call (708) 343-9500 and he will schedule a time to meet with you.!

!

!
!

Wishing You All a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

As we wrap up this year, we want to take a moment to thank each and every one
of you for being a part of our wonderful community. Your support, engagement,
and positivity have made this journey truly special.
May your holidays be filled with joy and cherished moments with those who

matter most. 
Here’s to a bright and prosperous 2026! May the new year bring you happiness,

success and all the best that life has to offer. We can’t wait to continue growing
together in the year ahead! 

• Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of us!
Melrose Park Chamber of Commerce and Community Development



29

Thank you to all the community members who took some time out of their day on Thankgiving
to assist with Melrose Park’s Meal Delivery Program.

More than 260 meals were delivered to Melrose Park’s senior and disabled residents.
Village trustees and representatives from Melrose Park’s Homeland Security – Public Safety; Fire, Police and Public Works departments;
the MP Senior Program; MP Youth Commission; Veterans Park District; and several residents helped deliver the holiday meals

prepared by Cuomo Catering, Northlake. Mayor Serpico thanks all the volunteers for making our community members’ Thanksgiving Day extra special!

Mayor Serpico Says Thank You to All Melrose Park
Thanksgiving Day Volunteers!



Melrose
Park Village Hall News

Birth Certificates
Birth Certificates – $15 each,

$4 per additional certification or copy requested.
We only provide birth certificates if the individual was born in Melrose Park.
Birth certificates can be only be obtained by the individual themselves,

a parent, or legal guardian.
A valid ID is required or in a legal guardian case,

the proper documentation is required along with the valid ID.
Death Certificates

Death Certificates (Including Fetal Death) – $17 each, $6 per additional certification or copy requested.
Vehicle Sticker Information

New stickers can be purchased at the Village Hall. Pricing varies based on type of vehicle.
For additional information, please call the Village Hall at (708) 343-4000.

Village Hall Hours – 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday through Friday
(May be subject to change.)
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TheROSE
Dear Community Member,
The Village of Melrose Park publishes The Rose (the official newsletter of the Village of Melrose Park) and mails the publication to all Melrose Park residents
and businesses. We are offering advertising space and would greatly appreciate your participation.
Included is display ad pricing for your review.
If you are interested in advertising in one or more issues that will be delivered every other month, please complete this form and mail with completed ad to: 

The Rose c/o Village of Melrose Park • 1000 N. 25th Ave. • Melrose Park, IL 60160
or Email to: therose@melrosepark.org w/pdf or jpeg file.

(Checks need to be made to the order of Village of Melrose Park.)

Date________________________________

Name of Business________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name___________________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________ State____________Zip __________________________________
E-mail _________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone__________________________________Fax__________________________________

Ad Size (Please Circle):   Full Page     1/2 Page     1/4 Page     1/8 Page

TheROSE

Save the Dates!
Next Issue – February 2026

(Deadline for material Jan. 25, 2026.)
Schedule for 2026

February, April, June, August, October and December

Rates – Full Color Ads
Full Page

$400 per issue (9 x 10 1/2)
Half Page

$200 per issue (9 x 5 1/4)
1/4 Page

$100 per issue (4 1/2 x 5 1/4)
1/8 Page

$50 per issue (4 1/2 x 2 5/8)

AD RESERVATION FORM
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Proviso Township
High Schools District 209
to Implement Safety Tipline

Proviso Township High Schools District 209 is proud to announce a new
partnership with Gaggle to further enhance school safety and student well-
being. Through the Gaggle SpeakUp Safety Tipline, stu-
dents now have a simple, confidential way to report
concerns such as threats of violence, bullying,
weapons on campus or peers who may be in crisis.
Students can access the SpeakUp Safety Tipline

easily by using a dedicated district phone number or
email address. There is no app to download, students
can simply text or call the phone line, or send an email
whenever they need assistance. This ensures students
always have a direct and confidential way to report concerns or seek help.
Gaggle’s trained safety representatives monitor incoming tips 24 hours a

day, 365 days a year. Nonemergency information is forwarded to designat-
ed district and school staff, while urgent or life-threatening situations trigger
immediate phone contact to school leaders and, when necessary, local law
enforcement support.
“We want every student to feel safe, supported and empowered to speak

up when something doesn’t feel right,” said Superintendent Krish Mohip.
“This partnership with Gaggle gives our students a confidential lifeline
when they or someone they know needs help. Whether the concern is bul-
lying, personal safety or the well-being of a friend, we want our students to
know that someone is always there to listen and respond. Safety and emo-
tional security are foundational to learning and success, and Gaggle helps
us strengthen those supports.”
Gaggle has been a leader in digital student safety for K-12 schools since

1999, providing tools and services that help school systems confidently use
technology for communication, collaboration and learning. For more infor-
mation about Gaggle, visit the company’s website.

Mayor Serpico Joins
Speaker of the House Welch
at Blue Christmas Toy Drive

Mayor Serpico Meets
World Champion Alvarez at
Cermak Fresh Market

On Wednesday, Dec. 10,
Illinois Speaker of the House
Emanuel “Chris” Welch held
his 4th Annual Blue Christmas
Toy Drive. The event collects
new toys and gifts for families
in need.
The drive, held at Fogo de

Chao/Oak Brook, brings good
people together for fun, fellow-
ship, and the opportunity to
give families the magic of the
holiday season.
Mayor Serpico, pictured with

Santa and Speaker Welch,
was on hand to support the
Blue Christmas cause and to
make a bigger impact as one
of Santa’s helpers.

On Thursday, Dec. 11, Melrose
Park’s Cermak Fresh Market wel-
comed boxing world champion
Saul “Canelo” Alvarez to its
Winston Plaza location for a VMC
Tequila Cocktails Meet & Greet.

Mayor Serpico attended the event
with fans who didn’t want to miss
out on this incredible opportunity
to meet the boxing legend, and be
face-to-face with one of the great-
est boxers of all time to experi-
ence a once-in-a-lifetime chance
to dive into the mind of a champi-
on.

This was an amazing event!
“Canelo” Alvarez is a true legend
in boxing and being able to meet him in person is such a rare opportunity.
Fans were hyped for this and had the chance to chat with him about his
legendary fights, his training and his thoughts on the current state of boxing.

Mayor Serpico is pictured with World Champion Saul “Canelo” Alvarez and
Melrose Park Police Department Lt. Eddie Guzman.

Several Melrose Park police officers stopped by Cermak Fresh Market
to connect and take a picture with the champ!



Now’s the Time to
Take Advantage of

Jackson Hewitt’s Early Tax
Refund Advance Loan

Jackson Hewitt's Winston Park Office, a trusted local provider of profes-
sional tax preparation services for over 35 years in Melrose Park, has
announced the offering of an Early Tax Refund Advance Loan for the holi-
days this year. The application period for the loan runs now through Jan.
11, 2026.
Loan Amount – You could get up to $1,500 if approved.
Cost – There are no upfront fees to apply, but a finance charge (interest)
applies to the loan.
How to Apply – You must book an appointment with a Jackson Hewitt Tax
Pro at a participating location and bring your most recent paystub(s) and a
government-issued ID.
Funding Speed – If approved, you can receive the money on a prepaid
card the same day you apply, or have it direct deposited into your bank
account within one to five business days.
Credit Impact – Applying for the loan will not impact your credit score.
Repayment – The loan is repaid automatically from your federal tax refund
once the IRS sends it.
For more information, you can contact your Winston Plaza, Jackson
Hewitt Office manager, Larry J. Pasternock at (773) 289-1950 or by
email at taxpros11423@gmail.com, or you can visit the website –
https://www.jacksonhewitt.com/refund-advance/.

The Money Today Guarantee
Only at Jackson Hewitt! Come in with a recent paystub to apply and leave
with money in minutes. We guarantee it, if approved for an Early Tax
Refund Advance Loan on prepaid card.

Santa and
Mrs. Claus

Make an Early
Stop at

Winston Plaza
On Saturday, Nov. 15, a large crowd gathered in the Winston Plaza parking
lot to experience the annual helicopter arrival of Santa and Mrs. Claus.
The children really enjoyed speaking with Santa and taking photos with

the jolly old man in the big red suit to power up the sparkle of the season.
Free fun for everyone included carolling, a magic show, face painting,

kids crafts and more!
Melrose Park thanks Winston Plaza for hosting another fun and crowd-

pleasing community event.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

From the
MELROSE PARK

FIRE DEPARTMENT
RICK BELTRAME

DIRECTOR OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
JAMES WROSCH, FRANK ISLAMI

AND DOM DiFAZIO
ASST. FIRE CHIEFS

From the
MELROSE PARK

POLICE DEPARTMENT
ANTHONY GRECO
CHIEF OF POLICE

ALFONZO RODRIGUEZ   MICHAEL SCUDIERO
DEPUTY CHIEFS OF POLICE

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year!

Season’s
Greetings!

On behalf of the
Melrose Park Free Methodist Church,

we wish you and yours a
very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year!
All are welcome to join our Sunday worship!

We begin at 11:15 a.m.,
We are located at 841 Elsie Dr., Melrose Park.

For additional info, call 
Rev. Jim Pagani at (708) 343-2386.

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year!

MICHAEL A. CORRIGAN, SUPERVISOR
Anthony “Tony” Williams, Clerk
Steven J. Zawaski, Assessor

TRUSTEES
Gay F. Chase • Evelyn Chavez

Joseph Christopher • Tommy Olson

PROVISO
TOWNSHIP

Your Neighbors, Your Government

Season’s
Greetings! (708) 410-3000

www.sd88.org

(708) 450-2460 • www.maywood89.org

Happy
Holidays!
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MELROSE PARK
SENIOR SERVICES

DEPARTMENT

Village of
Melrose Park
Public Works
Department

Melrose Park
Public Library

801 Broadway • Melrose Park
(708) 649-7400
MPPLibrary.org

Village of
Melrose Park

Building Department

Happy
Holidays!

Melrose Park
Departments of

Homeland Security ~
Public Safety

Happy
Holidays!Season’s

Greetings!

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year!

Happy
Holidays!

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year!

MELROSE
PARK
YOUTH

COMMISSION
1000 N. 25th Ave. • Melrose Park

(708) 343-2015
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Veterans
Park District

(708) 343-5270 • www.vpdpark.org

(708) 279-0519
www.mapofhopefoundation.org

MARK’S
QUALITY LANDSCAPING
Mark and Mike Kessling

1639 N. 23rd Ave.
Melrose Park
(708) 681-3384

www.marksquality.com

Happy
Holidays!

Season’s
Greetings!

MICHAEL
KESSLING
Over 35 Years
Experience

P3_8.15.23
BLUE OUTLINE DOES NOT PRINT

(708) 280-4448

(708) 456-0300
www.triton.edu

Season’s
Greetings!

MELROSE PARK
BOY SCOUT
TROOP 4112

Season’s
Greetings!

Season’s
Greetings!

Happy
Holidays!

Season’s
Greetings!

ELLA’S
TAVERN
MELROSE PARK
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Happy Holidays

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year!

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year!

MerryChristmas
and

HappyNewYear!

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year!

ALLIANCE BUILDERS &
CONSTRUCTION CO. INC.
4105 W. Armitage • Chicago

(773) 235-8765
alliance-building.com

CHICAGOLAND
BROKERS

MARTIN TKACZYK
REAL ESTATE BROKER

5151 N. Harlem Ave. • Chicago
(312) 788-7740

Dr. Christine Heck
675 W. North Ave. • Suite 301

Melrose Park
(312) 852-2525

(949) 703-8496 Fax

Season’s
Greetings!
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Happy Holidays

Season’s Greetings!

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year!

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year!
Merry Christmas

and
Happy New Year!

JUAN ACHOA
SNOW REMOVAL

126 N. 14th Ave.
Melrose Park

(708) 289-9737

JOHN’S
LANDSCAPING

Lawn • Tree • Garden
(708) 289-0737

Residential • Commercial

2212 W. North Ave • Melrose Park
(708) 343-2600

www.slicefactory.com
2212 W. North Ave. • Melrose Park

(708) 888-4388

Season’s
Greetings!



It Was Another
Amazing MP Taste!
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We Couldn’t Have Done
What We Did Without You ...

Thank You!

Save the Dates – Taste of Melrose Park 2026 ... Labor Day Weekend • Friday-Sunday, Sept. 4-6, 2026
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Haunt on Hirsch – Another Fun Ghoulish Night!
On Friday, Oct. 17, Veterans Park District and the Melrose Park Youth Commission joined forces once again to host Haunt on Hirsch Street at Bulger Park.

The screamworthy Halloween event was fang-tastic and full of excitement for all. Everyone had an incredibly good time!

KOOKY and SPOOKY!
Several Melrose Park families were excited about this year’s Halloween!
Pictured are some of the frightful and fun decorations that were set up

throughout the village to celebrate the day of make-believe, spine-chill-
ing, creepy, crawly, fun and mischievous activities!
Things looked boooooooo-tiful!

The DeRose Family

The Robertstad Family

The DeCarlo Family



Early Childhood
Pee Wee Playtime • Ages Up to 5
This is a great opportunity for you and your child to
socialize. The room is set up with tables, fun toys,
games, mats, big wheels and even a ball pit! You
and your child can play, interact, make a craft,
enjoy music and movement, and have lots of fun!
• Thursdays, Jan. 8-March 25; 9:30-11:30 a.m.;
Bulger Park Community Center, 1601 Hirsch St.
Melrose Park; Fee – single visit $5 per child/$3
per sibling, or purchase a punch pass $20 for
six visits (savings of $10), supervising adult is
free. Plan to enjoy the free coffee bar. No registra-
tion needed drop in anytime.

Music & Me • Ages 2-5
Through singing, movement, rhythm activities, and simple
instrument play, families will engage in a fun, interactive experi-
ences that support early development and build a love of music. This class
encourages bonding, creativity, and confidence in a welcoming environment
(2- and 3-year-olds must attend with adult).
• Wednesdays, Feb. 11-March 4; 12:15-1 p.m.; Bulger Park Community
Center, 1601 Hirsch St. Melrose Park; Fee – R$40/NR$50.

Little Chefs’ Dessert Dishes • Ages 2-5
Curious minds will mix, layer, and decorate a variety of fun and tasty
desserts through hands-on activities, creative exploration and plenty of
sweet fun. Each class features a simple no-bake dessert and a take-home
treat or recipe card to keep the creativity going at home (2- and 3-year-olds
must attend with adult).
• Thursdays, Feb. 26-March 19; 4:45-5:30 p.m.; Grant Park Recreation
Center, 44 W. Golfview Dr., Northlake; Fee – R$40/NR$50.

Creative Arts                                                                                         
Vision Board Making Workshop • Ages 6+
Start the new year with creativity and goal! In this hands-on workshop,
you’ll design a personalized vision board using a mix of scrapbooking tech-
niques, painting and inspirational images. Whether you’re setting goals,
dreaming big or simply organizing your thoughts for the year ahead, this is
your space to reflect, create and be inspired. All materials are provided. 
• Thursday, Jan. 8; 5-6 p.m.; Grant Park Recreation Center, 44 W.
Golfview Dr., Northlake; Fee – R$20/NR$30. 

Candle Making Workshop • Ages 8+
Get creative with candle painting using colored wax themed for Valentine’s
Day! A fun and festive craft activity.
• Thursday, Feb. 8, 5-6 p.m.; Grant Park Recreation Center, 44 W.
Golfview Dr., Northlake; Fee – R$20/NR$30. 

Candy Hearts Party • Ages 6+
Get crafty and festive! Join us for a fun-filled Valentine’s celebration featur-
ing a Valentine’s box decorating, cookie decorating and friendship bracelet
making. Perfect for kids and families (participating adults must enroll).
• Friday, Feb. 13; 6:30-8 p.m.; Grant Park Recreation Center, 44 W.
Golfview Dr., Northlake; Fee – R$20/NR$30.

Youth Athletics
Soccer • Ages 8-12
VPD staff will lead players in specific drills while they
improve their overall understanding of the game while
having a blast! Each class lasts for one hour and
players will rotate through different stations and drills.
• Thursdays, Jan. 8-29; 5-6 p.m.; George Leoni
Complex, 800 N. 17th Ave., Melrose Park; Fee –
R$55/NR$70.

Baseball • Ages 8-12
This slow-paced class covers the basic skills/drills of
baseball, including throwing, catching, fielding and hit-
ting. Please bring a baseball bat and glove.
• Mondays, Jan. 5-Feb. 2; 5-6 p.m.; George A. Leoni
Complex, 800 N 17th Ave, Melrose Park; Fee –
R$55/NR$70.

Mini Sports • Ages 4-7
Get ready to run, kick, hit and play! Our mini sports introduce kids ages 4-7
to the exciting world of sports through a fun mix of soccer, tee ball and a
mix of field games.
• Fridays, Jan. 9-30; 5-6 p.m.; George A. Leoni Complex, 800 N. 17th
Ave., Melrose Park; Fee – R$55/NR$70.

Fitness
Fitness Classes – We offer a variety of fun, exciting fitness classes for all
ages and fitness levels. Our classes include Zumba, Pump & Sculpt, Strong
Nation, Middle Eastern Belly Dancing, Chair Yoga, Youth Fitness, Youth
Boxing, Youth Speed Training and Beginner Yoga. Call Cimbalo Fitness
Center at (708) 343-5151 for more information. 

Golf Simulator 
Come experience Cimbalo Fitness Center’s Golf Suite! Featuring a state-of-

the-art Full Swing® golf simulator, our golf suite allows
you to have a fun, realistic golf experience year-
round. Our golf simulator offers something for every-
one of all ages and experience levels, from the super
competitive golfer to the super casual. With over 85
courses, multiple skill challenge courses, a driving
range and a variety of challenge games/modes of
play, we can provide users with a great experience
customized to their goals, whether that be improving
their golf game or just having fun. Pricing is $40 for

one hour and $20 for a half-hour rental. Please call ahead to reserve a time
slot. Cimbalo Fitness Center is located at 1203 N. 24th Ave., Melrose Park.
Call (708) 343-5151 to reserve a time. 

Call us for more information on our
upcoming programs, (708) 343-5270, or
check our website at www.vpdpark.org

or our Facebook Page for updates.
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Cuomo To Go
25 E. North Ave. • Northlake Ill.

Chef-prepared daily meals, salads,
sandwiches, desserts and much more!

Take home HOT or COLD!
Visit our website –CuomoToGo.com.
Delivery available through GrubHub and DoorDash.
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Register now!
triton.edu/spring

Spring 
into
Success!
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Aspen Institute Names Triton as a
Top 200 U.S. Community College
Eligible for the 2027 Aspen Prize

Triton College is proud to announce that it has been named one of the 200
institutions eligible to compete for the $1 million Aspen Prize for
Community College Excellence – the nation’s premier recognition of high
achievement and performance among two-year colleges.
The 200 colleges were selected based on their student outcomes data,

including retention, completion, transfer and bachelor’s attainment rates.
Started in 2010, this is the ninth cycle of the Aspen Prize.
Together, these 200 colleges represent the breadth and diversity of the

community college sector. They are located in urban, rural and suburban
areas across the country and serve anywhere from a few hundred students
to tens of thousands. Some of these colleges focus primarily on workforce
programs, while others focus on transfer and bachelor’s attainment or a
combination of the two.
“The Aspen Prize rewards colleges that achieve the kind of outcomes

that actually matter to students – completing college degree programs that,
in turn, lead to lifelong success,” said Josh Wyner, executive director of the
Aspen Institute College Excellence Program. “Aspen Prize winners offer a
powerful message: Community colleges can deliver the kind of life-chang-
ing education that makes the American Dream real.”
Community colleges educate nearly 6 million students. Yet community

college student outcomes fall short in both the rate at which students grad-
uate and the percentage of students who achieve success after graduation.
The Aspen Prize process identifies and celebrates community colleges that
demonstrate that achieving stronger outcomes is possible, providing a
roadmap of effective practices and strategies for other colleges to follow.
The 200 eligible colleges have been invited to submit an application and

participate in a rigorous review process that will culminate in the naming of
the Aspen Prize winner in spring 2027. Over the coming 20 months, the col-
leges that apply for the Aspen Prize will be assessed based on (1) student out-
comes data, ranging from student transfer and completion rates to employment
and wages after graduation, and (2) whether they have engaged in scaled prac-
tices that led to high and improving student outcomes.
“Among these 200 colleges are some really special places that deliver strong

and improving outcomes for students across the board,” Wyner said. “Our job
over the coming 20 months is to gather a lot more data and work with a deep

bench of field experts to assess which of these 200 stand out so we can not
only honor them with a monetary award, but drive attention to the most effective
field practices that other colleges can replicate.”
This is the first time since the inception of the Aspen Prize that 200 colleges

are eligible to apply, growing from 150. This year, in addition to publicly available
federal data, over 600 colleges authorized the use of National Student
Clearinghouse data on their institution’s degree completion, transfer, and bache-
lor’s attainment rates for full- and part-time students.
Since its founding in 1964, Triton College has remained steadfast in its mis-

sion of educating and serving the community. Through its welcoming learning
environment, affordable tuition and open admission policy, the institution has
expanded the accessibility of post-secondary education for residents across its
district. For more information, visit triton.edu. The full list of eligible community
colleges can be accessed at highered.aspeninstitute.org.

Triton Prepares and Distributes
1,000 Thanksgiving Meals to
Students and Local Families

Just ahead of the Thanksgiving holiday, Triton College’s Hospitality Industry
Administration Program undertook an extraordinary effort to prepare and dis-
tribute 1,000 Thanksgiving meals to students and families in the community.
After many hours of prep work, cooking and packaging holiday meals in

Triton College’s Hospitality Kitchen, Chef Manuel “Manny” Uribe, Culinary
Arts faculty, and his team of students delivered about 500 meals to Troy
Mart to support students. The remaining 500 meals were distributed to
local food pantries in advance of the holiday.
Under the direction of Chef Manny, HIA students are applying their train-

ing in large-scale meal planning, preparation and service, while giving back
to the community. The packaged meals contained all the holiday essen-
tials, including roast turkey, mashed potatoes, mac and cheese, and corn.
While Chef Manny is coordinated this generous operation, he said the

idea originated from his students.
“The students wanted to do it, and I made it happen with the participation

of our fellow faculty and admin team,” he said. “There’s a need out there,
and that was something felt by the students and myself.”
Chef Manny especially thanked the Triton College Faculty Association for

its significant contribution to the initiative, as well as Triton College
President Mary-Rita Moore and others across the campus community who
supported the effort.
Chef Manny said he and his students felt it was important to support the

student body and address food insecurity. Emphasizing Triton College’s
role as a community college and servant of the community, he added that
they also felt it imperative to feed Triton’s neighbors as well.
“For many, Thanksgiving is a time to look forward to a home-cooked

meal with friends and loved ones,” he said. “But the reality is that not
everyone is fortunate enough to enjoy a meal or the company to share it
with. No one should be hungry on Thanksgiving. That’s really the idea
behind this effort and we’re thankful to be able to give back.”
Learn more about Triton College’s Hospitality Industry Administration

Program by visiting triton.edu/hia.

During This Season of Giving, Please Consider the
Triton College Foundation for Your Year-End Plans ...
Your helping hand means a lot and together we can do some amazing things for our students!

The Foundation works to provide funding for scholarships, new programs and services,
equipment and books, and helps maintain and operate Triton College facilities – benefitting the

thousands of students and community members who visit the campus every day.
Visit www.triton.edu/foundation/pledge and make a contribution to the fund of your choice.

For more information, please call (708) 456-0300, Ext. 3758, or send an email to tcfoundation@triton.edu.
A 501(c)(3) organization.
Gifts to the Foundation are

tax deductible as allowed by law.
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For more information, please call (708) 456-0300, Ext. 3603.

For more information, please call the RSVP Volunteer Program at Triton College,
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3603, or email us at RSVP@triton.edu.
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AL PIEMONTE NOW OFFERS BUICK AND GMC
SAME GREAT AL PIEMONTE SERVICE
SAME GREAT AL PIEMONTE PRICES
SAME GREAT AL PIEMONTE COMMITMENT
TO CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

Sammy Alfano
sammya@apnissan.com
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Funds, in whole or in part, for this puiblication were provided through AgeOptionsunder Title III 
of the Older American Act as administered through the Illinois Department on Aging and the 
Federal Administration on Aging. 

 

CNNSSA does not discriminate in admission to programs or ac�vi�es or treatment of 

employment in programs or ac�vi�es in compliance with the Illinois Human Rights Act; the U.S. 

Civil Rights Act; Sec�on 504 of the Rehabilita�on Act; the Age Discrimina�on Act; the Age 

Discrimina�on in Employment Act; and the U.S. and Illinois Cons�tu�ons. If you feel you have 

been discriminated against, you have a right to �le a complaint, dial 1-800-252-8966 (Voice and 

TDD), or contact the Director of Personnel (312) 207-5290 
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You Can Change a Life!

Contact Us at (312) 207-5290 or
Email Volunteer@cnnssa.org.
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District 89’s Winter
Mobile Health Screenings
Support Students’ Wellness

District 89 offered free winter mobile health screenings recently at the District
Office and all available spots filled quickly, prompting the addition of an extra day
to serve more families. In partnership with Ronald McDonald Mobile Health, stu-
dents received their sports physical and many were able to get up to date on
required immunizations. Parents and community members were encouraged to
take advantage of this valuable service to ensure their children were healthy and
ready for school activities.
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District 89 Partners with Local Libraries
for Family Storytime

Preschoolers at Garfield Elementary enjoyed
a special Family Storytime and Craft Event as
District 89 partnered with local public libraries
to support early literacy and school-family
engagement. Librarians visited classrooms to
lead interactive read-aloud, music and hands-
on crafts, giving students and their parents
the chance to explore new books and literacy
skills together.
This collaboration highlights District 89’s

commitment to fostering early literacy,
strengthening school-family connections,
and encouraging a lifelong love of reading.
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www.maywood89.org
Follow Us on Twitter
“@maywood89”
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Bat Echolocation Exploration –
Science in Action!

Roosevelt’s third graders in Mrs. Jennifer Duzinskas’ science class explored how bats
navigate their environment through a hands-on echolocation activity. Blindfolded bats
relied on sound cues from classmates to locate one another, helping students under-
stand how bats use sound waves to see, experience the challenge of relying on hearing,
practice collaboration and inquiry, and reflect on animal adaptations. This engaging les-
son strengthened their life-science knowledge while fostering teamwork and curiosity.

Students Explore Engineering and
Technology Through WozEd Club

Fourth and fifth grade students in Dr. Kostelaz and Ms. Ruiz’s WozEd Club at Lincoln Elementary
are gaining a rich, hands-on introduction to robotics and artificial intelligence. Through building,
coding and testing functioning prototypes, students strengthen their analytical thinking, develop
perseverance and collaborate meaningfully with their peers. This authentic learning experience is
equipping students with foundational knowledge and a problem-solving mindset that will support
their success in the rapidly evolving fields of engineering and technology.
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! !Understanding Cells
Through Analogies

Seventh graders in Mr. Thomas’ science class at Irving Middle School
created organelle analogy projects to help them understand plant and
animal cell structures, and how they relate to larger body systems.
Students developed analogies connecting each organelle to familiar
objects or functions, then presented their projects to the class, demon-
strating their growing scientific knowledge and communication skills.
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Sixth Graders Demonstrate
Understanding of Ancient Egypt
Through Mummy Model Project

Sixth graders in Ms. Frank’s class at Washington Dual Language Academy completed a culminating pro-
ject that showcased their understanding of the importance of the afterlife in ancient Egypt. Students chose
to build either a detailed model of the Great Pyramids of Giza, including the Great Pyramid, a smaller pyra-
mid, the Nile River and a sacrifice chamber, or a sarcophagus complete with a mummy, burial items and
symbolic decorations. Through these creative projects, students demonstrated their understanding of how
deeply Egyptians valued the afterlife and the elaborate ways they prepared for eternal life.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
!

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! !

!

$ $ $ $ $ $ !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

! !



56

Ms. Taylor’s second graders are diving into reading with engaging, hands-on activities that help strengthen their literacy
skills. Students are exploring new stories, practicing fluency and expanding their vocabulary, all while gaining confidence
as independent readers.
These classroom experiences reflect Jane Addams’ dedication to building strong reading foundations and nurturing a

lifelong love of learning.

www.maywood89.org  • Follow Us on Twitter “@maywood89”

Second
Graders
Explore the
Joy of
Reading 

NEWS
89
School
District
89
BRIEFS
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First Graders Celebrate
Classroom Library Opening at

Melrose Park
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Third Graders
Strengthen Writing Through

Superhero Stories
Third graders in Ms. Magnus’s ELA classes at Emerson School are developing their
creative writing skills by crafting superhero stories. Students created original charac-
ters, imaginative settings and engaging storylines, building confidence as they prac-
ticed narrative structure, vocabulary and descriptive writing. This project encourages
critical thinking and allows students to express their creativity while deepening their
understanding of strong storytelling.
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On Nov. 7, students in Mrs. Archuletta’s first grade class celebrated the grand opening of their
cozy new classroom library with a special ribbon-cutting ceremony. Assistant Principal Mrs.
Bonilla joined the celebration, helping students explore space and discussing how books spark
imagination, build knowledge and support confident reading. The event marked the start of
many new reading adventures and created an inviting space for students to develop a lifelong
love of books.
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This Christmas is special for
Our Lady of Mt Carmel. A group
of 48 participants just came back
from Rome and participated in a
pilgrimage in the Jubilee Year
that is about to end. We came
back enthusiastic because of
the history, saints, religious
experience and blessings
received.

Today, the Savior has been
born. With hope we welcome HIM. This is the good news of this Christmas Eve. Like in every Christmas, Jesus is born again in the world, in
each home, in our heart. But unlike what our consumerist society celebrates, Jesus is not born in an environment of waste, purchases, com-
fort, whim and meals. Jesus is born in the humility of the Nativity scene.

“For today in the city of David, a savior
has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord.”

Jesus wants to be born for those who have lost family, property and friends in the war in Ukraine and Gaza. Jesus wants to be born in the
hearts of those who have lost dear ones in the violent streets of Chicago. Jesus wants to be born in the hearts of those marginalized, the
poor, aliens or simply different from us, because in Christmas we celebrate peace, solidarity and love.

I wish a merry Christmas to all the families of Melrose Park. I know that your home will be open to welcome those you love and please save
a space for those who might show up unexpectedly and have nowhere to go nor no one to welcome them. Merry Christmas! Buon Natale!
Feliz Navidad! Christ has born! Yes, amid so much unexpected diseases, masks, violence, wars and desperation ... Christ has born again.
HE is our hope and the best gift for Christmas!

• Fr. Leandro Fossá, C.S.
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Proviso Township Handyman Program

Michael A. Corrigan
Supervisor

Anthony “Tony” Williams Steven J. Zawaski
Clerk Assessor

Gay F. Chase • Evelyn Chavez • Joseph Christopher • Tommy Olson
Trustees

Early Winter 2025 – Proviso Township Handyman News
Winter is fast upon us! If you have not called to have your home winterized, call now. The weatherproofing is best done before
the cold weather sets in to ensure the caulk or plastic covers will adhere for the winter season. Have your filter in your furnace
changed to help your furnace run efficiently. 
Over the river and through the woods to grandmother’s house we go. Are you ready for the holidays? Give us a call and we will
help bring out your boxes of decorations! It is also a good time to change the batteries in your smoke and carbon monoxide
alarms.

The Proviso Township Handyman Program serves homeowners over the age of 60
and disabled homeowners who are residents of Proviso Township.

Call us at (708) 547-4001 to schedule an appointment and register for our program.
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Proviso Township Handyman Program

PROVISO TOWNSHIP – Your Neighbors, Your Government
MICHAEL A. CORRIGAN, SUPERVISOR

Anthony “Tony” Williams, Clerk   • Steven J. Zawaski, Assessor
Gay F. Chase, Trustee • Evelyn Chavez, Trustee

Joseph Christopher, Trustee • Tommy Olson, Trustee

Here to Serve Melrose Park & Surrounding Communities
Thank You Mayor Serpico!
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The Proviso Township Handyman Program Only Serves Homeowners Within the Boundaries of Proviso Township.
Bellwood • Berkeley • Broadview • Brookfield • Forest Park • Hillside • LaGrange Park

Maywood • Melrose Park • Northlake • North Riverside • Stone Park • Westchester • Western Springs

Handyman Program for homeowners
over the age of 60 and/or

disabled residents of Proviso Township.
• Minor repairs only.

• $5 per visit plus cost of parts, if needed.
• Provide referrals on a variety of home maintenance issues.

• Appointments are 45 minutes or less.

Please call us at (708) 547-4001 if you have any questions
and to schedule your appointment
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Executive protection
Professional Bodyguard
Personal Security for

Private Gatherings
Sports Figures

Autograph Signings
Entertainers

Concert Tours
Private Estates
Private Family

Protection
Jewelry Transport

Protection
Special Events

Business Meetings
Security Consulting
Construction Site

Security
Business|Establishment

Security
Background

Investigations
All Services

Have the Option of
Being Armed & Unarmed

BILL CARO
PRESIDENT

(312) 726-4950
(888) 308-8210

2210 W. NORTH AVENUE
MELROSE PARK, IL 60160

EMAIL – LEGION_911@YAHOO.COM
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PLANTING
Evergreens • Shrubs • Flowers

Trees • Sod • Seed
INSTALLATION

Pavers • Retaining Walls • Lighting
Decorative Stone/Mulch
MAINTENANCE

Lawn Service • Fertilization
Bush Trimming • Cleanups
SUBCONTRACTOR

Concrete/Asphalt Driveways
Lawn Sprinkler Systems

MICHAEL
KESSLING

Over 35 Years Experience

Everyone Has the Right
to Live

Where They Choose
In the exercise of its power to regulate for the protection of the public
health, safety, morals and welfare, it is declared to be the public policy
of the village to assure fair housing and freedom from discrimination
throughout the community, to protect the community from the effects of
residential segregation by race, color, religion, sex, physical or mental
handicap, familial status or national origin, and to secure to its citi-
zens the economic, social, and professional benefits of living in an
integrated and stable society.
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

Administers The Federal Fair Housing Act
Every first Monday of the month the Fair Housing Review Board

meets at 6 p.m. in the Village of Melrose Park (1000 N. 25th Ave.). If you
feel you have been discriminated in any way while renting, purchasing or
selling a home you are welcome to attend our meetings to present your
case.

Village of Melrose Park
Brian Miller, Office of the Village Attorney

(708) 343-4000, Ext. 4487

Village of
Melrose Park

P3_8.15.23
BLUE OUTLINE DOES NOT PRINT

(708) 280-4448

Illinois Secretary of State Office in Melrose Park
Offers an Abundance of Important Services

• Address Change
• Administrative Hearings Officer  
• Commercial Drivers License

Duplicate/Corrected
Renewal
Vision Screening

• Disability Placards
Temporary First Time Issuance
Temporary Replacement

• Drivers License
Duplicate/Corrected
First Time Issuance
Instruction Permit Duplicate/Corrected
Instruction Permit First Time Issuance
Instruction Permit Renewal
Motorcycle Road Test
Motorcycle Written Test
Non-Visa Temporary Visitors (TVDL)
Renewal
Road Test
REAL ID
Vision Screening

• Drivers License
Written Test

• License Plates
Renewal Stickers
Sticker Replacement

• Non Sufficient Funds
• Non-CDL Road Test
• Non-CDL Written Test
• Organ Donor Registry
• Reinstatement Fees

Discretionary Suspension (Traffic related)
Failure to Appear Suspension
Parking Suspension
Tollway/Automated Traffic Suspension

• State ID
Duplicate/Corrected
First Time Issuance
Renewal
REAL ID

• Vehicle
Registration Renewal
Sticker Replacement
Seven-Day Drive Away Permits
Titles

• Voter Registration Applications

The Illlinois
Secretary of State Office

is located at
1903 N. Mannheim Rd.

Melrose Park.
For more information,
visit www.ilsos.gov.
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Illinois State Representative
Norma Hernandez

State Rep. Norma Hernandez
Returns to Springfield For Veto Session

During the fall Veto Session, State Rep. Norma Hernandez advanced a series of impactful legislation focused on lowering costs for families, protecting vulnerable
residents, and strengthening fairness and accountability across Illinois. She supported major affordability initiatives like the Clean and Reliable Grid Affordability Act
(SB 25) to reduce energy bills through clean-energy investments and the Low-Income Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption (SB 642),
which raises income eligibility to help more seniors stay in their homes. Rep.
Hernandez also backed the landmark Transit Reform Package (SB 2111), safe-
guarding public transit across the state without raising taxes on everyday services.
In addition, she championed HB 1312, a comprehensive immigration omnibus that
enhances civil rights protections by limiting intrusive enforcement practices in sensi-
tive locations. Together, these measures reflect Rep. Hernandez’s commitment to
equity, safety, economic stability, and expanding opportunity for all Illinoisans.
Here’s a closer look at the impactful measures she’s led:

Veto Session Legislation Updates
SB 25: Clean and Reliable Grid Affordability Act
Seeks to reduce energy costs for families facing recent sharp rate increases.
This is achieved through significant investments in clean energy capture,
enhanced battery storage and improved energy efficiency.
SB 642: Low-Income Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze Homestead
Exemption
This measure strengthens existing legislation for older adults by increasing the
income eligibility cutoffs for the senior property tax assessment freeze. This
adjustment, made to reflect inflation, allows more seniors to manage their
finances, reduce their property tax burden and remain in their homes.
SB 2111: Transit Reform Package
Aims to reform and save public transit across Illinois, including Chicago. The bill
achieves this without introducing new taxes on food delivery, real estate or
streaming services, and without increasing funding for bureaucratic misman-
agement.
HB1312 Immigration Omnibus
What is HB1312? This robust initiative, championed by Rep. Hernandez,
Illinois leaders and advocates, is designed to enhance accountability in civil
immigration enforcement. This legislation aims to prevent intrusions into sensi-
tive locations like hospitals, daycares and institutions of higher education, while
also establishing a civil cause of action for violations of constitutional rights.
The legislation allows Illinois residents to sue individuals who violate their

constitutional rights during noncriminal, civil immigration enforcement, particu-
larly when agents or police conceal their identities (e.g., hiding license plates or
faces) to avoid accountability. It mandates that colleges, daycares and hospitals
create policies for interacting with law enforcement. It also establishes court-
houses as safe zones, ensuring victims and witnesses can access justice without fear of noncriminal, civil arrest.
Court Access Safety, and Participation Act
This measure establishes a prohibition on civil arrests occurring within or in the immediate vicinity of Illinois courthouses. The purpose of this protection is to safe-
guard and ensure unimpeded access to the judicial system for all individuals, allowing them to attend to legal matters without fear of detention.
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Safe Licensed Daycare Centers
This provision prohibits daycare providers from permitting immigration enforcement agents to enter a licensed
daycare center unless the agents present a valid judicial warrant or court order signed by a judge. The intent
is to establish a legal safeguard protecting the children and staff within the daycare center from unwarranted
immigration enforcement actions on the premises.
Amending the Public Higher Education Act
This policy establishes clear, accessible, and protective guidelines for all public universities and community
colleges in Illinois to safeguard every student, regardless of their immigration status. It affirms the principle
that these campuses are, and must continue to be, inclusive environments dedicated solely to learning and
opportunity for all students within the state.

Happy Holidays from
Team Hernandez!
As we gather with loved ones this holiday season,
our office would like to wish each of you peace, rest
and moments of joy.
May this season bring comfort, unity
and brighter days ahead.

Christmas Tree
Giveaway

Our office was proud to
partner with Coca-Cola,
Mr. Pibb, and the Village
of Melrose Park to pro-
vide free Christmas
trees to constituents in

Melrose Park and
across the 77th District.
Families received trees,
lights, ornaments and
stands, and enjoyed
complimentary bever-
ages from our partners.
We’re grateful to every-
one who helped make
this a bright and festive
start to the holiday season.

Holiday Ham and
Turkey Drive Up

On Dec. 12, our
team partnered
with Senate
President Don
Harmon, PASO,
Meridian and
HealthChoice
Illinois to host a
Holiday Ham &
Turkey Drive-Up
in Melrose Park.
Hundreds of fami-
lies received holi-
day meals to bring
home and share
with loved ones.
Community com-
ing together is
what the season
is all about!
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IMPORTANT NEWS FROM

Cook County Commissioner
Frank J. Aguilar

Cook County Officials Celebrate
Hispanic and Latine Heritage Month

Officials, Accompanied by Musical Guests, Honored Notable Hispanic and Latine Residents for
Their Contributions to Cook County and Honored Three Individuals with Awards

On Wednesday, Oct. 15, Cook County commissioners and the Office of Cook County Board
President Toni Preckwinkle celebrated Hispanic and Latine Heritage Month in the lobby of the
Cook County Building.

The event began with a performance by Mariachi Los Jinetes of Morton East High School from
Cook County’s 16th District. After the performance, remarks were given by President Preckwinkle
and commissioners Frank J. Aguilar, Alma Anaya and Jessica Vasquez.

“Latine and Hispanic Americans have made contributions throughout every corner of Cook County.
We are proud of our heritage, of our culture, and the communities we have built and sustained in
America,” said Commissioner Frank J. Aguilar. “This is an opportunity to celebrate our shared his-
tory. It is a celebration of our lives and culture in the present. It is a promise to continue honoring
our culture and contributions in the future. This was also an opportunity to celebrate, to listen to
the music of our communities and honor Hispanic and Latine Americans who have contributed so
much to our county.”

After the musical performance, President Preckwinkle honored local leaders for their dedication to
serving their communities and empowering Latine families across Cook County with the Latino
Community Leadership Award. Awardees included commissioners Anaya, Vasquez and Aguilar; Jorge
Perez, executive director of Ensemble Español; Billy Ocasio and Veronica Ocasio of the National
Museum of Puerto Rican Arts and Culture; and José Ochoa of the National Museum of Mexican Art.

To close the press conference and ceremony, a performance was given by the Ensemble Espanol
Music and Theater dance group. 

“Growing up as the proud daughter of Colombian immigrants, I learned that Colombian liberation
was won by a broad coalition of indentured servants, enslaved Africans, Indigenous people, and
mestizos,” said Commissioner Jessica Vasquez. “The lessons I learned growing up about
Colombian history remind me that the same truth holds here in Cook County today – our liberation
depends on one another. As we celebrate Latine Heritage Month, let’s not only honor our culture
and our roots – let’s also carry forward the revolutionary spirit that unites us.”

National Hispanic Heritage Month was founded to celebrate the heritage and culture of Hispanic
and Latine communities, and was first recognized by Cook County on Sept. 15, 2014. Hispanic
and Latine individuals have long been part of the fabric of Cook County, first being reported on
the Illinois census in 1850 and reaching a reported population of 25,211 by 1930. Cook County is
proud to celebrate the diversity of its residents and the richness of culture – the Hispanic and
Latine population has now increased to 1,382,778 and represents the largest minority group in
Cook County.
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Cook County and City of Chicago Officials
Celebrate Día de Los Muertos

Officials Remember Deceased Cook County Residents at
Ofrenda in the Cook County Building

On Thursday, Oct. 23, Cook County and city of Chicago officials came together to celebrate Dia de Los Muertos (“Day of the Dead”). In attendance was
Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle, commissioners Frank J. Aguilar, Alma Anaya, Tara Stamps, Bridget Degnen, Maggie Trevor and
Chairman John Daley. 

Joining from the City of Chicago was Alder Anthony Quezada and the Department of Immigrant, Migrant and Refugee Rights Director of Policy and
Strategic Initiatives Jesus Del Toro.  

After remarks from elected officials, singer Zamari Parra performed the song La Llorano, before the Ocelotl-Cihuacoatl Calpulli Dance Group blessed the
altar with a dance and song performance. To close the ceremony, Zamari Parra performed the song La Bruja.

“The celebration of Día de Los Muertos acknowledges that we still have a relationship with our ancestors and loved ones that have passed away. Today,
we invite those Cook County residents who have left us to come back into our lives, if only for a moment, and remember the impact they had on all of
us,” said Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle. 

Held annually on Nov. 1 and 2, Día de los Muertos is a traditional Meso-American holiday dedicated to the ancestors, it honors both death and the cycle
of life. It is observed as a day to honor deceased family members and loved ones by “welcoming them back” through various customs, including making
dedicated altars (ofrendas), laying out special food offerings and visiting their graves.

“The Día de Los Muertos ofrenda represents a memorial to remember and honor the lives of loved ones who passed on. It’s remembering the good times
we’ve had spent with them, keeping their memory alive in our hearts,” said Cook County Commissioner Frank J. Aguilar.

An ofrenda is a traditional altar with a collection of objects placed on a ritual display during the annual Día de Muertos celebration. An ofrenda is created
for individuals who have died and is intended to welcome them to the altar setting.

This is the fifth consecutive year that county officials have celebrated Dia de los Muertos with an ofrenda in the Cook County Lobby. This is the first year
featuring the artwork of local Chicago artist Oscar Romero. The artwork merged Mexican, Mexican-American and Chicano culture to show the rich history
and traditions that have carried from Mexico to Cook County, Chicago and throughout the world. 

“Dia de Los Muertos calls us to come together and remember those who are no longer with us,” said Chicago Deputy Mayor of Immigrant, Migrant and
Refugee Rights Beatriz Ponce De Leon. “Through the music, artwork and food we reunite with loved ones and share this moment with our community.
The city of Chicago and Cook County are proud to stand together in remembrance of our past, and to honor our histories, both personal and shared.”

There are more than 50,000 Hispanic- and Latine-owned businesses across Cook County, and this entrepreneurial vibrancy has helped revitalize numer-
ous communities in Chicago and suburban communities. Cook County’s economy has always been a magnet for immigrant laborers from all over the
world and immigrants from Mexico, the Caribbean, Central America and South America in particular, and Cook County continues to welcome and value
the contributions of immigrants. In addition to their economic impact, Hispanic and Latine individuals of every generation have made immense contribu-
tions through their courageous service in the United States Military, the arts, education, mathematics, science, literature, technology, and philanthropy in
this county and the world.
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News from Illinois Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias

New Year, New Laws: Giannoulias Rolls Out
New Measures to Improve Government Efficiency,

Increase Road Safety and Protect Libraries
Several initiatives spearheaded by Illinois Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias will take effect in the new year.

“This past legislative session delivered some big wins for Illinoisans that will make a real difference in their everyday lives,” Giannoulias said. “These
laws move us closer to our goals of making our roads safer, ensuring our libraries have the tools they need to serve their communities and creating a
more efficient and responsive government.”
They include:

• Road Safety and DMV Modernization
New multi-pronged legislation provides clarification on cheating on DMV exams, allows the office to administer written tests online and enhances
bicycle safety.
The measure clarifies that any attempt to have someone else provide answers to an individual taking a DMV exam, including attempts to use a

hidden microphone or cellphone, constitutes cheating.
It also enhances the office’s Rules of the Road publication to include information about the laws and best practices for safely sharing the road

with bicyclists and pedestrians. In addition, it requires that before passing a cyclist, a driver of a vehicle must make a lane change.
HB 2983 was sponsored by State Rep. Edgar González Jr. (23rd District – Chicago) and State Sen. Steve Stadelman (34th District – Rockford).

• Enhancing Library Security
Amid an alarming increase in threats of violence to libraries and librarians across Illinois, the Secretary of State’s Office can now issue security
grants for libraries throughout the state, ensuring their ability to provide a safe environment for patrons, employees and the community.
Under the new law, grant applicants have the ability to request funding to install equipment, including security cameras, silent alarms or security

checkpoints.
SB 1550 was sponsored by State Sen. Laura Murphy (28th District – Des Plaines) and State Rep. Michael Coffey Jr. (95th District – Springfield).

• Cracking Down on Rogue Towers
This legislation, which the office supported, strengthens oversight of towing companies to protect Illinoisans from predatory practices.
The law empowers the Secretary of State’s Office to suspend tow truck registrations for companies that fail to pay Illinois Commerce Commission

fines or penalties. It also improves consumer protections during towing and vehicle impoundment, including clarified rules around personal property
left in towed vehicles.
SB 2040 was sponsored by State Sen. Celina Villaneuva (12th District – Chicago) and State Rep. Will Davis (30th District – East Hazel Crest).

• Enabling Court of Claims E-Filing
A new law will modernize the way the Illinois Court of Claims operates, transforming it from a court currently reliant on paper filings and in-person
sessions that can cause delays.
The measure will save time and create new conveniences for Illinoisans by enabling the court to hold sessions remotely and allowing the public

to file claims, provide evidence or testimony, and pay fees electronically.
HB 1576 was sponsored by State Rep. Terra Costa Howard (42nd District – Lombard) and State Sen. Michael Halpin (36th District – Rock

Island).

Avoid the Fee, Get REAL ID: Giannoulias Leads Push to
Spare Illinoisans from TSA’s $45 Penalty

With the Transportation Security Administration’s (TSA) new $45 penalty set to catch travelers off guard starting Feb. 1, Illinois Secretary of State Alexi
Giannoulias is taking action to reduce the Time Tax by making it easier than ever for Illinois residents to get their REAL ID.

“With costs rising across the board, Illinoisans shouldn’t have to pay a $45 penalty just to get on a plane, especially when that fee is higher than some
flights themselves,” Giannoulias said. “We’re doing everything possible to remove barriers, save people time and make getting a REAL ID simple and
stress-free. With a REAL ID in your wallet, you avoid TSA’s penalty entirely and skip a massive travel headache.”
To expand access, the office has extended the lease on its REAL ID walk-in supercenter located in Chicago’s Loop through the end of 2026. It also

continues to offer REAL ID services at DMVs throughout the state. Most located in Chicago and the suburbs require an appointment.
Giannoulias is also launching a new partnership with Cook County Clerk Monica Gordon aimed at cutting time, reducing hassle and ensuring that
Illinoisans can secure their REAL IDs before the TSA penalty takes effect.
“Our office is committed to making it as convenient as possible for residents to access the vital records they need,” Gordon said. “By teaming up with

the Secretary of State’s Office, we’re expanding options and streamlining the process so Cook County residents can get their REAL ID required docu-
ments quickly, conveniently and without added stress.”
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Those initiatives include:
• Helping residents obtain key identity documents – such as birth certificates and marriage licenses, which many residents don’t have readily on
hand – more easily and efficiently.

• Designating cashiers at each Clerk’s Office location to expedite REAL-ID-related document requests.
• Establishing an appointment system to accommodate REAL-ID-related document requests.
• Dedicating a telephone helpline at (312) 603-6278 and email address at Clerk.RealID@cookcountyil.gov exclusively for customers who need help
getting appointments for REAL-ID-related requests.

The Secretary of State’s Office has also streamlined its REAL ID portal – realid.ilsos.gov – allowing residents to quickly identify which documents they
need, schedule an appointment and come prepared. A dedicated call center helpline – (800) 252-8980 – is available to assist customers in confirming
they have the necessary paperwork before they arrive.
With TSA’s new penalty looming, securing a REAL ID – or traveling with a passport – is the smart move that saves Illinoisans from paying more each

trip. For example, a flight from Midway to Boston on Southwest can cost less than TSA’s $45 Confirm.ID Fee. A REAL ID keeps travelers covered for
years, helping them avoid added costs, long lines and last-minute airport stress.

It’s Here: Giannoulias Launches Mobile ID, Add Yours Today 
Illinois Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias announced a major technological milestone: Illinois residents can securely add their Illinois-issued driver’s
license or state ID to Apple Wallet and present their ID using their iPhone and Apple Watch. This marks a new era of convenience and digital innovation
for the state, enabling residents to present their driver’s license and state ID in Apple Wallet in person, online and in apps at select businesses and orga-
nizations, including at TSA checkpoints at over 250+ airports in the U.S, including O’Hare, Midway and Lambert. The Illinois Mobile ID Program will soon
expand to Google and Samsung Wallets, ensuring that every Illinois resident with a mobile phone has access to secure, digital identification.
“Mobile ID in Apple Wallet is now live for Illinois residents,” said Giannoulias. “This is just the start, our office will continue to work with businesses to

expand where it’s accepted in order to make everyday life more seamless, secure and convenient.”
“The launch of Illinois’ Mobile ID in Apple Wallet gives United customers a faster, easier and more secure way to verify their identity at TSA check-

points,” said Dan Lynch, vice president, State and Local Government Affairs at United Airlines. “As an airline committed to putting tools directly in our cus-
tomers hands with the touch of a button, we’re excited that Illinois travelers can move through the airport with even greater convenience.”
This is not a replacement for a physical ID and for now residents must continue to carry their physical ID.
With the launch, Illinois joins 12 other states and the territory of Puerto Rico that offer driver’s licenses and state IDs in Apple Wallet to their residents.

How to Add an Illinois Driver’s License or State ID to Apple Wallet
Adding a license or state ID to Apple Wallet can be done in a few easy steps. Residents can tap the Add (+) button at the top of the screen in Wallet on
their iPhone, select “Driver’s License or State ID,” and follow the onscreen instructions to start the setup and verification process.
The resident will be asked to use their iPhone to scan their physical driver’s license or state ID card and take a selfie, which will be securely provided to

the issuing state for verification. As an additional security step, residents will also be prompted to complete a series of facial and head movements during
the setup process. Once verified by the issuing state, the resident’s ID or driver’s license will be added to Wallet.
Visit www.ilsos.gov/mobile for step-by-step instructions.

Using an Illinois Driver’s License or State ID in Apple Wallet
Users can securely present their IDs in Apple Wallet in person, online and in apps to show proof of age or identity.
To present an ID in person, users can go to Apple Wallet and select their Illinois driver’s license and state ID in Apple Wallet. From there, they can hold

their iPhone or Apple Watch near an identity reader, review the specific information being requested and use Face ID or Touch ID to authenticate. Users
can present their ID in Apple Wallet at select TSA checkpoints, businesses and venues, in addition to Apple Store locations across the U.S. for order pick-
up, Genius Bar appointments and more.
To present an Illinois driver’s license and state ID in Apple Wallet in apps and online, users can select the Verify with Apple Wallet or Continue with

Apple Wallet button. From there, they can review the specific information being requested and authenticate with Face ID or Touch ID before information is
shared. 
Presenting an ID in a Secure, Private Way
IDs in Apple Wallet use the privacy and security features that are built into Apple devices to help protect a user’s identity and personal information. When
adding an ID to Apple Wallet, the state-issuing authority receives only the information it needs to approve or deny the request.

Once an ID is added to Apple Wallet, the information is encrypted on a user’s device, so others – including Apple – cannot access it unless a user
chooses to present it. Apple and the state-issuing authority do not know when or to whom a user presents their driver’s license or state ID. A user’s pre-
sentment history is encrypted and stored only on their device, and Apple cannot see or access this information.
When presenting an ID in Apple Wallet, only the information needed for the transaction is presented, and the user has the opportunity to review and

authorize the information being requested with Face ID or Touch ID before it is shared. Users do not need to unlock, show or hand over their device to
present their ID.
A Boost for Businesses
Alongside the launch of Illinois driver’s licenses and state IDs in Apple Wallet, the Secretary of State’s Office is launching a free mobile ID verifier app for
businesses that checks proof of age for restrictive purchases, such as the sale of alcohol. The app streamlines age verification checks, all while protect-
ing customer privacy. This app is currently available in the Apple App Store.
Future Enhancements
Giannoulias emphasized that the Illinois Mobile ID Program will soon expand to Google and Samsung Wallets, ensuring that every Illinois resident with a
mobile phone has access to secure, digital identification.

To learn more, visit www.ilsos.gov/mobile.
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From the Office of Michael W. Frerichs, Illinois State Treasurer

Treasurer Frerichs Clinches Seventh Gold Rating
for Bright Start College Savings Plan

Bright Directions Receives Sole Morningstar Upgrade
Illinois State Treasurer Michael Frerichs has announced that Illinois’ Bright Start 529 College Savings Plan has earned its seventh Gold rating from inde-
pendent analyst Morningstar, firmly placing the plan among the best in the nation.

“To be touted as one of the nation’s best by Morningstar for the seventh time under my watch confirms from an independent source that Illinois’ 529
College Savings plans are a great investment for Illinois families,” Frerichs said. “Since taking office, my priority has been to ensure Illinois families have
access to the highest quality savings plans in the nation with low fees and a high-quality range of investment options. We are proud to earn this honor
and help families save for their children’s future.”

Morningstar independently evaluates college savings plans each year and assigns each one a rating of Gold, Silver, Bronze, Neutral or Negative. Bright
Start is one of only five Gold-rated 529 plans in the country. In its review, Morningstar identified Bright Start 529 as a “Valedictorian” and a standout plan
that “offers compelling investment options that are also highly cost effective.”

“Notably, the state offers a wide range of high-quality investment options across multiple firms, compared with some peers whose offerings are restricted
to a single asset manager,” Morningstar wrote. “The state’s investment team keeps a close watch on the portfolios and effectively negotiates better terms
for its participants.”

Morningstar’s medal ratings represent composite scores of each plan’s performance across the key performance pillars of Process, People and Parent,
with Price also considered.

Morningstar’s recognition is the latest high praise for Bright Start 529, which also has been recognized as among the nation’s best 529 college savings
plans by Forbes, Business Insider, Kiplinger, and the Motley Fool.

In addition, the adviser-guided Bright Directions Plan received an upgrade to a Bronze rating, the only 529 plan in the nation to get a higher rating than
last year. Morningstar has consistently identified Bright Directions 529 as one of the nation’s best options for families who prefer to work with a financial
adviser.

Under Frerichs, Morningstar has awarded Bright Directions 529 with five Silver and three Bronze ratings. Other evaluators, such as Saving for College,
awarded Bright Directions with “High Honors” in 2025.

Since entering office in 2015, Frerichs has worked consistently to upgrade Bright Start and Bright Directions through improvements to the investment
menu, lower prices, and better account holder tools and education. In 2025, Bright Directions 529 lowered fees and launched a range of new tools for
account holders. In 2024, Bright Start 529 lowered fees, enhanced the investment lineup and introduced a new phone app. Since 2015, Frerichs has
negotiated more than $100 million in fee reductions, ensuring more investment dollars go directly to college savings. Today, Bright Start and Bright
Directions are among the most affordable and highest-rated college savings plans in their respective categories.

Frerichs’ drive for continuous improvement has been well received by families across Illinois and around the country. Bright Start 529 has seen record
account growth in 2025, with over 500,000 total accounts as of Sept. 30, 2025. Combined with Bright Directions 529, there are now more than 900,000
Illinois 529 college savings accounts with a combined $23 billion in assets.

A child is three times more likely to attend college if they know they have a dedicated college savings account, according to research from the Center of
Social Development at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri. Ensuring top quality 529 programs is one of several initiatives by Frerichs’ office to
make college more accessible.

Treasurer Frerichs serves as trustee and administrator of the Illinois 529 College Savings programs. Bright Start and Bright Directions 529 plans can be
used at eligible educational institutions, including two-year and four-year colleges and universities; technical and vocational schools; and registered
apprenticeship programs. The investment grows tax-free when spent on qualified expenses. Illinois taxpayers also receive a deduction on their Illinois
income taxes when they contribute to an Illinois 529 plan. The “529” designation refers to the specific part of the federal tax code that authorizes plans to
encourage savings for future education costs.

For more information about the Treasurer’s Office 529 College Savings programs, visit www.illinoistreasurer.gov. To open an account,
visit BrightStart.com. There is no minimum amount to open an account.
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Illinois Treasurer Michael Frerichs Returns
WW II Purple Heart Medal to Family of Late Veteran at

Ceremony in Oak Lawn Ahead of Veterans Day
On the day before Veterans Day, Illinois State Treasurer Michael Frerichs returned a lost Purple Heart medal to the niece of a World War II veteran who
was injured while fighting in France and Germany.
Frerichs reunited Army Rifleman James R. Bennett’s medal with niece Patti Knies during a ceremony at VFW Post 5220 in Oak Lawn.
It is the 17th lost medal Frerichs has returned as part of Operation Purple Heart, an unprecedented mission to reunite the military honor with the rightful
owners. The iconic medal is awarded to individuals wounded or killed during military combat.
Bennett was wounded twice during his service – on Aug. 13, 1944, in France and again on
Dec. 13, 1944, in Germany. He returned stateside to his wife Ann, a year later, in
December 1945, and they made Oak Lawn their lifelong home.
“Rifleman Bennett served his country honorably. He frequently wrote his wife, assuring her
of his safety and downplaying his sacrifice,” Frerich said. “It is never too late to honor the
men and women of the Greatest Generation.”
A few years after the war, the Bennetts had their only child, a daughter named Susan. She
suffered from encephalitis and developed disabilities so severe she was not expected to
survive beyond early childhood. Susan lived into her 50s.
James Bennett died in 1990 at age 76. Ann Bennett died seven years later. Patty Knies, Mr. Bennett’s niece, became Susan’s legal guardian. Frerichs
presented the Purple Heart to Patty during a ceremony at the Johnson-Phelps VFW Post 5220 in Oak Lawn.
“He was such a wonderful man and it is an honor to hold his Purple Heart,” said Knies, who lives in northwest Indiana. “So many soldiers and families
suffered and sacrificed so much. It is important that they be remembered.”
James Bennett served as a volunteer firefighter and part-time member of the Police Department, and he repaired toys for children with disabilities.
The Purple Heart and other items were in an Oak Lawn bank safe deposit box in Ann’s name. Knies said her aunt never mentioned it. The box’s contents
were surrendered to the Illinois State Treasurer’s Office as unclaimed property in 2022. Safeguarding unclaimed property until it can be returned to its
owners or heirs no matter how long it takes is a core function of the State Treasurer’s Office. Other examples of unclaimed property include bank
accounts, unpaid life insurance benefits and uncashed rebate checks.
This is the 17th Purple Heart medal Treasurer Frerichs has returned to the soldier or the soldier’s family, an unparalleled record in Illinois and the nation.
A list of unclaimed Purple Heart medals in possession of the Illinois State Treasurer’s Office is available online.
“If you recognize a name, please reach out to their family. This is an honor that deserves to be in their loving hands, not the cold, dark vault of my safe,”
Frerichs said. “You also can contact my office through operationpurpleheart.org.”
Military medals are among the most difficult items to return because neither the Armed Forces nor the federal government maintain a comprehensive list
of awardees. In most of these cases, the conflict in which the Purple Heart was awarded, such as World War I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam or Desert
Storm, is unclear or unknown.

Treasurer Michael Frerichs’ Office Publishes
Annual Report on Small Business Spending

Illinois State Treasurer Michael Frerichs’ office increased its small business spending by more than 37% from Fiscal Year 2024 to Fiscal Year 2025, a new
report states.
During Fiscal Year 2025, the Treasurer’s Office spent a total of $1,346,772.54 on contracts and other purchases with small businesses, which represents
more than 5% of the office’s overall contract and purchase spending of $24,386,667.87. For comparison, spending during Fiscal Year 2024 totaled
$978,370.74. The information is included in the Illinois State Treasurer’s Office Annual Report on the office’s utilization of small business vendors.
The Treasurer’s Office shares the state’s goal, as stated in the procurement code, of increasing opportunities for small businesses. As a result, the office
has taken steps during the past several years to increase small business participation. These efforts are outlined in the report and include procurements
set aside for small businesses, as well as pricing preferences for small businesses.
The annual report, which covers the period from July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025, was published recently. It is posted on the office’s “Procurement
Notices” webpage at https://illinoistreasurer.gov/home/office-of-the-treasurer/procurement/procurement-notices/. The report is required under Section
1400.4560(g) of the Office of the Treasurer Procurement Rules (44 Ill. Adm. Code 1400). It consists of two parts: (1) Policies and Procedures Relating to
Small Business Contractors and (2) Utilization Data and Implementation.
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Christmas Greetings
On the heels of Thanksgiving, as I take a moment to reflect over these past months my heart is full of gratitude for how gracious and merciful God has

been to us. He has sustained us and favored us. I praise God for the marvelous things he has done – and just for being God.
There is a certain excitement that fills the air during this season, especially when you see it through the eyes of our children.

They’re anticipating Christmas with a joy that reminds us of the pure wonder of this time. I, too, find myself anticipating the angelic
melodies of our choirs and the harmonious streams of our bands. I can already taste the homemade cookies and sweets. I love
the lights, the décor, and of course the celebrations. There is excitement that comes with the expectancy of a new year – new pos-
sibilities, new opportunities and the beautiful culmination of all God has brought us through, with expectation for where he’s taking
us to!
This is the season of giving. Just as God gave us the greatest gift – his son – we honor him by giving to one another. I encour-

age all of us this year to lean into that spirit. Yes, many of us are blessed, thriving even ... but if we pause, reflect and look around,
we’ll see that our world is hurting. And sometimes that hurt sits closer to home than we realize. People beside us, people we love,
people we pass every single day may be carrying the quiet weight of life for reasons we may never know.
And here is the truth: Some of the most meaningful gifts don’t come wrapped. They aren’t purchased. They don’t cost a cent – A

passing smile. An unsolicited compliment. An unexpected phone call. A corny joke that breaks tension. An intentional lunch date. A morning prayer text full
of encouragement. These are gifts too ... Gifts that connect us on a deeper level. Gifts that require something real from us: our time, our presence, our
vulnerability. This season, give from a personal place. Give the gift of kindness. Give the gift of compassion. Give the gift of Jesus.
Walther family, please know that I am profoundly grateful for each of you. You are my heart and my purpose in this season. And I will continue to pour

out all that God equips me with – my time, my talents and my treasure – to ensure that we continue to grow and walk boldly into the future God is design-
ing for us.
May your holiday season be wrapped in the warm, everlasting love of Jesus Christ.

• Dr. Terence Swims, Principal

Dr. Terence Swims

Walther Legacy Society
I am pleased to announce the launch of our new Walther Legacy Society which honors those who have chosen to create a lasting
impact by including Walther in their estate plans. As of November 2025, Walther has received more than $1.5M in estate gifts.
These gifts, ranging from $5K to almost $500K, have helped us upgrade our facilities and put us in a healthy financial position.
The list of members includes those who have already donated through an estate gift and those who have informed Walther of their
plans.
Have you included Walther in your estate plans? If so, please inform us of your intent so that we may thank and recognize you

in this Walther Legacy Society. Thank you to everyone who plans to give to Walther in this special way.
Not on the list yet? Please prayerfully consider the opportunity you have to make a long-term impact on the students and min-

istry of Walther Christian Academy by designating a portion of your estate to Walther. Gifts like these will help Walther spread the
Gospel in this neighborhood for years to come.

• Bill Koehne ’87, Director of AdvancementBill Koehne

Six Seniors Named
Illinois State Scholars

Walther recently received word that six of our seniors have earned the distinction of
State Scholar. State Scholars are determined by a combination of ACT/SAT scores and
grade-point average. Congratulations to Isabella Aponte, Blythe Balock, Jillian
Bjorklund, Michaela Eden, Ephraim Ennis and Jason Nguyen. This represents 12% of
the senior class, a bit higher than the state average of 10%. These awardees received
recognition in front of the whole student body recently after our Campfire Worship.
Congratulations to all of these students. We are very proud of you.
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Walther Alumni Spotlight
Dr. Anitra (Bolden) Crockett, Walther Class of 1995, is the associate superintendent of Schools in Bourbonnais, Illinois. After graduating from Walther, she
attended Northern Illinois University, where she earned a Bachelor of Science in family studies. She later completed her Master of Social Work degree at
Aurora University, with a concentration in school social work.
Anitra began her career in education in District 89, which serves Maywood, Melrose Park and Broadview. During her 12 years in

District 89, Anitra served as a social worker and special education supervisor and, after earning a second master's degree in edu-
cational leadership, became an assistant principal at Irving Elementary School. She then moved to Proviso Area for Exceptional
Children (PAEC), where she served as special education supervisor for six years.
In 2009, Anitra entered the doctoral program at Chicago State University, where she earned an EdD in educational leadership-

superintendency. Dr. Crockett moved to Bourbonnais District 53 in 2019, where she became the director of Student Services, over-
seeing the district's special education, residential and early childhood education programs for 2,300 students. Under her leader-
ship, the program for students with severe autism or severe health and ambulatory conditions has grown from three to seven
classrooms and has become the model program in that area. Dr. Crockett was recently promoted to associate superintendent,
adding board negotiations and some HR duties to her job responsibilities.
Anitra is also committed to preparing high-quality educators and supporting inclusive practices in schools. She currently serves as an adjunct professor

at National Louis University (NLU), where she teaches Methods of Teaching Students with Disabilities, a foundational course for graduate students in the
College of Education. In this role, Anitra blends practical district-level experience with research-based instructional methods to equip educators with the
knowledge and skills needed to support diverse learners.
In addition to teaching at NLU, Anitra serves on the university’s Teacher Preparation Advisory Board. As part of this advisory group, she offers guidance

to specific programs within the College of Education and contributes insights on essential issues in teacher preparation.
“I didn’t think, 25 years ago, that I would be in this kind of a role. But, I knew that I wanted to effect change,” shared Dr. Crockett. “I recall in high school

having Dr. Dawkins come to our classroom. We did a career assessment and my results pointed toward the helping professions. I have always had a
heart for people. Growing up in the church, I see this as my life’s calling.”
“Of all the classes I took at Walther, I would say Algebra 2 with Mr. Koehne has helped me the most. I learned I could do math and loved it. I also real-

ized math could support the work I wanted to do. It prepared me well for my BS, MSW and EdD programs, and I feel confident now while writing grant
proposals, creating budgets and reading expenditure reports.”
While at Walther, Anitra was part of the cheerleading team for football and basketball, and ran track in the spring. She was also part of the Gospel

Choir. Her favorite memories include lunch with friends and attending cheer camp with Ms. Opel. Her favorite class was US History with Mr. Korntheuer. It
is the reason she visited Pearl Harbor with her daughters on a recent vacation. 
Most of all, Anitra appreciated the Walther community. “It was just big enough that I didn’t know everyone, but small enough to feel a sense of belonging,”

Anitra explained. “Whichever club or sport I tried, I felt accepted. I knew my teachers and they knew our family. For several years, my dad recalled talking
with Mr. Schultz in the bleachers at a football game. That kind of community meant so much to my family. I enjoyed walking around the school at our recent
reunion and connecting with classmates, some I had not seen since graduation. If we lived closer, I would definitely send my daughters to Walther.”

Help Us
Promote Walther
We Are BRONCO NATION!
Do you live in the area? Are you willing to
display a yard sign? We have new signs

available. Stop by the school office, Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m., to
pick one up and then share your story when someone asks.

Dr. Anitra Crockett

Class of ’95 Reunion
The Class of '95 held their 30th Reunion on Nov. 8. They
first took a tour of Walther before moving on to Little Gem in
Oak Park. Grads in attendance for the tour included Tirrell
Robinson, Dr. Ed Kelly, Laura Zemke, Kathryn Johnson
Reniguntala, Natasha Miller Williams, Dr. Anitra Bolden
Crockett, Kevin Nolen, and Martesee Robinson.
At far right is a photo of Anitra signing the Wall of Doctors.

Upcoming Walther Events
Bronco Benefit 2026 – Saturday, Feb. 21
• The Nineteenth Century Club, Oak Park

Ticket sales open on Walther’s website Jan. 9.

For more information on Walther events,
please call (708) 344-0404.
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Check Out
These

Seasonal
Events
and

Activities
at the

Cook County
Forest

Preserves
Join Our Programming
Teams and Naturalists
for Some Upcoming
Fun, Educational
In-Person and

Virtual Offerings

Fun with Fossils! – Tuesday, Dec. 23 • 10 a.m.
Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest)

Learn all about fossils, make your own fossil and peruse some of our best fossils. Ages 4 and up. Drop in.
Contact – (708) 366-6530.

Winter Exploration Day – Tuesday, Dec. 23 • 11 a.m.
Dan Ryan Woods Pavilion (Western Avenue and 87th Street, Chicago)

Enjoy snowshoeing (weather permitting), nature hikes, art making, campfires and more!
Cost – Free. Contact – (224) 763-4317/experience.nature@cookcountyil.gov.

Forest Preserves Staff Art Show – Friday, Dec. 26-Wednesday, Dec. 31
Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest)

Come see an art show featuring the artistic talents of Forest Preserves staff. (Excluding Fridays.)
Cost – Free. Contact – (708) 366-6530.

Story Trail – The Snowy Day – Friday, Dec. 26-Wednesday, Dec. 31
Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest)

Take a walk and read the posted children’s story. Pick up a craft and activity bag for your own adventures.
Drop-in. Contact – (708) 366-6530

Winter Nature Days – Saturday, Dec. 27 • 9 a.m.
River Trail Nature Center (3120 Milwaukee Ave., Northbrook)

Drop in for family fun nature activities including pinecone bird feeders, walking sticks and more.
Cost – Free. Contact – (847) 824-8360.

Winter Secrets Hike – Tuesday, Dec. 30 • 1:30 p.m.
Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest)

Discover the secrets beneath the snow and ice during a walk! Family program.
Cost – Free. Contact – (708) 366-6530 (registration required, call for information).

New Year’s Resolution Walk – Friday, Jan. 2 • 10 a.m.
Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest)

Fulfill your resolution of being more active by taking a brisk guided walk on our trails. Ages 18 and up.
Cost – Free. Contact – (708) 366-6530 (registration required, call for information).

Sacred Wanderings – Saturday, Jan. 3 • 8:30 a.m.
Thatcher Woods (Chicago Avenue, West of Thatcher Avenue, River Forest)

Connect with nature and surround yourself with energy of the natural world. Provided by Unity Temple of
Oak Park.
Cost – Free. Contact –(708) 366-6530/mindful@unitytemple.org.

Winter Workshop: Crocheting Plastic – Saturday, Jan. 3 • 1 p.m.
Caldwell Woods Wellness Center (6350 W. Devon Ave., Chicago)

Find an alternative use for plastic bags. BYO-bags encouraged. Presented by Chicago Muslim Green
Team.
Cost – Free.
Contact – (773) 758-8899 (registration required, call for information)/northzoneprogram@cookcountyil.gov.

Family Winter Scavenger Hunt and Campfire – Sunday, Jan. 4 • 1 p.m.
Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest)

Enjoy a self-guided scavenger hunt for signs of animals and plant life. Followed by snacks and relaxing
around a campfire.
Cost – Free. Contact – (708) 366-6530.

Bird Walk: Birds & Bagels – Saturday, Jan. 10 • 8:30 a.m.
Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest)

Observe bird feeder action while noshing on bagels. John Elliott from Chicago Bird Alliance will lead a
guided walk.
Cost – Free. Contact – (708) 366-6530 (registration required, call for information).



Have Some Fun Sledding at the Forest Preserves
When the snow starts falling, nothing says winter fun like sledding in the Forest Preserves.
Sledding Hill Locations
Sledding hills are open when the ground is frozen and covered with a minimum of 3 inches of snow. 
Public safety requires the temporary closing of some Forest Preserves parking areas during the winter sea-

son. However, our Maintenance Department prioritizes the clearing of parking areas serving winter activities.
Always call ahead to make sure sledding hills and parking areas are open.
With Lighting
Sledding hills with lighting are staffed and open Sunday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m., and Friday-Saturday, 10
a.m.-8:30 p.m. (when conditions allow). 

• Caldwell Woods (Devon Avenue and Nagle Avenue, Chicago).
Call (847) 647-2240 for sledding hill status.

• Dan Ryan Woods Visitor Center (Western Avenue and 87th Street, Chicago).
Call (773) 233-3766 for sledding hill status.

• Swallow Cliff Woods-North (Calumet Sag Road/Route 83, west of La Grange Road/96th Avenue, near
Palos Park).
Call (708) 839-5617 for sledding hill status. Requires a minimum of 6 inches of snow.

• Westchester Woods (Cermak Road, East of Mannheim Road/La Grange Road, near La Grange Park).
Call (708) 447-0090 for sledding hill status.

Without Lighting
Sledding hills without lighting are open 10 a.m.to sunset daily when conditions allow.

• Deer Grove (Quentin Road, north of Dundee Road, near Palatine).
Sledding hill is located at Picnic Grove #5. Call (847) 437-8330 for sledding hill status.

• Pioneer Woods (107th Street, east of Willow Springs Road/Flavin Road, near Willow Springs).
Call (708) 839-5617 for sledding hill status.

• Thaddeus S. “Ted” Lechowicz Woods (Central Avenue, north of Elston Avenue, Chicago).
Call (847) 647-2240 for sledding hill status.

• Schiller Woods-East (Irving Park Road, west of Cumberland Avenue, Chicago).
Call (773) 625-0606 for sledding hill status.

Get Your 2026 Wall Calendars and Winter Guides!
2026 Wall Calendars and Winter Guides are now available – for free! The calendars feature beautiful photographs taken throughout the Forest Preserves
that highlight some of the breathtaking animals, plants and landscapes that thrive locally. The guides boast events and programs for visitors to learn more
about the land and animals surrounding them. They are now available to the public on a first-come, first-served basis at ForestPreserves nature centers.
Be sure to check their Facebook pages or call for updates on availability.
Nature Centers
The Forest Preserves’ nature centers provide a gateway for discovery of the natural diversity of Cook County. Each nature center offers programs and
displays about the plants, animals and natural communities of the region.
Crabtree Nature Center (3 Stover Rd., Barrington • (847) 381-6592)
Discover the natural history and local wildlife displays in the Crabtree Nature Center exhibit building or explore Crabtree’s rolling, glacier-formed land-
scape on three self-guided trails.
Little Red Schoolhouse Nature Center (9800 Willow Springs Rd., Willow Springs • (708) 839-6897
Little Red Schoolhouse Nature Center has educated and delighted generations of families with live animals, exhibits and self-guided trails.
River Trail Nature Center (3120 Milwaukee Ave., Northbrook • (847) 824-8360
River Trail Nature Center’s free exhibits, walking trails and onsite nature educators help tell the story of the plants, animals and natural landscapes
formed by the Des Plaines River. Learn how to make maple syrup, meet an owl or join a guided hike at all-ages events each week – or just let the kids
climb and create at indoor and outdoor play areas.
Sagawau Environmental Learning Center (12545 W. 111th St., Lemont • (630) 257-2045
Sagawau Environmental Learning Center’s visitor center and classroom include exhibits on geology, human and natural history, and habitat management.
Frequent educational programs and interpretive hikes teach visitors about our natural environment.
Sand Ridge Nature Center (15891 Paxton Ave., South Holland • (708) 868-0606
Sand Ridge Nature Center features interactive exhibits, programs and knowledgeable staff to guide you through the natural and cultural history of the
Calumet Region. Visitors will find native wildlife ambassadors – including birds of prey, snakes, turtles and fish – as well as hands-on activities and self-
guided nature fun. Watch birds at the feeders from the flight room, explore the nature play area, stroll through demonstration gardens, learn from the past
at the replica log cabins or walk 4 miles of nature trails through woodlands, prairies and wetlands.
Trailside Museum of Natural History (738 Thatcher Ave., River Forest • (708) 366-6530
Visitors to the Hal Tyrrell Trailside Museum of Natural History will discover displays of live native animals, colorful wildflower gardens, information about
local wildlife and their habitats, and more.

79

Take some time
to explore

our website at
www.fpdcc.com for
additional events and
valuable information

linked to the
Cook County

Forest Preserves
experience!



Your next visit to Brookfield Zoo isn't complete unless you've experienced 
the amazing things on hand.

Here’s a list of some incredible current and upcoming attractions.
Be sure to check out our website at www.brookfieldzoo.org for additional happenings.

Want to make the most of your zoo experience?
Become a member and you'll get exclusive discounts to most attractions,

not to mention so much more!
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NewsfromtheZoo!

Holiday Magic Returns Brighter Than Ever to
Brookfield Zoo Chicago with All-New Displays,
Interactive Experiences and Festive Delights

Chicagoland’s Longest-Running Holiday Lights Festival Features Over 3.5 Million Lights,
the Largest Display of Decorated Holiday Trees, Added Experiences and More! 

Holiday Magic Tickets Available for Select Dates Now to Jan. 4 
Chicagoland’s most dazzling holiday tradition is back and brighter than ever! Holiday Magic® at Brookfield Zoo Chicago returns reimagined for 2025, trans-
forming the zoo into a winter wonderland illuminated by over 3.5 million twinkling lights and the region’s largest display of decorated holiday trees. From now
to Jan. 4, guests can stroll through breathtaking new light displays and interactive expe-
riences that bring the season’s sparkle to life like never before.

This year’s Holiday Magic introduces an array of first-time offerings designed to make
every visit unforgettable – from roasting s’mores at cozy firepits and renting private
heated igloos to enjoying live carolers and the all-new, holiday-themed dolphin show.
Families can also look forward to a sensory-friendly night for guests of all abilities,
expanded festive food options and countless photo opportunities throughout the illuminated grounds. Tickets are on sale now for select dates, inviting
everyone to celebrate the joy, warmth and wonder of the holidays at Brookfield Zoo Chicago. 

“Each year we strive to make Holiday Magic more memorable, and this season we’ve elevated every detail to create an experience that feels both nostal-
gic and brand new,” said Andrea Rodgers, senior vice president of Guest Experience and Operations at Brookfield Zoo Chicago. “It’s about bringing peo-
ple together in a setting filled with light, laughter and connection. Whether guests come to marvel at the displays, enjoy a warm treat or venture indoors to
see some of their favorite animals after dark, we want them to leave feeling the true spirit of the season – knowing that their visit helps fuel our mission to
care for wildlife and nature, and inspire conservation action.” 

Brookfield Zoo Chicago has also unwrapped a sleigh full of surprises for Chicagoland’s longest-running holiday lights festival, including new Holiday
Magic experiences and interactive light displays made possible by presenting sponsors ComEd and Meijer. Guests can roast marshmallows at s’mores
stations; reserve a heated retreat at the new Holiday Igloo; explore a brand-new maze of lights; walk through new areas like a Candy Land path; under-
water jelly area and Candy Cane tunnel; play illuminated tic-tac-toe and more! There are also new animal encounters in store, as bottlenose dolphins and
their animal care team welcome guests to Overwater Viewing at Dolphin Bay from 6-8 p.m. on select dates (Dec. 18 and Dec. 29-31, plus Jan. 1-4). 

On Dec. 4, Brookfield Zoo Chicago held its first sensory-friendly Holiday Magic. The modified evening featured dimmed lights, softer music and reduced
visual effects to offer a calmer, more comfortable environment for guests of all ages and sensory needs. This experience is presented in partnership with
KultureCity as part of the Zoo for All initiative, which underscores the Zoo’s commitment to build an inclusive conservation movement. A dedicated senso-
ry-friendly space will be available on all Holiday Magic dates at Hamill Family Play Zoo. 

“For more than 40 years, Holiday Magic has been where Chicagoland comes together to celebrate wonder, connection and community,” said Michael
Garvey, village president of Brookfield. “It’s a reminder that the brightest part of the season isn’t just the lights. It’s the neighbors and people who share
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For more details or a complete listing of the fun, family activities happening at
Brookfield Zoo, check out www.brookfieldzoo.org or call (708) 688-8000.

them, just as the village and Brookfield Zoo Chicago have celebrated the holiday season side by side for generations.” 

Holiday Magic will also feature beloved experiences that generations have cherished year after year. Returning favorites include photos with Santa (select
dates), the Holiday Market featuring zoo-inspired gifts, Letters to Animals mailbox, express North Pole mailbox for Letters to Santa and more. While locat-
ed in new areas of the zoo, light displays will again include 300 feet of light tunnels with portions synchronized to seasonal sounds, a 16-foot-tall LED gin-
gerbread house, a 41-foot-tall tree adorned with colored LED lights, amongst many other spectacular sights. 

Brookfield Zoo Chicago will be open from 3-9 p.m. on designated Holiday Magic dates, with the following indoor habitats open until 8:30 p.m.: Australia,
Dolphin Bay Underwater Viewing, Gorilla Conservation Center, Hamill Family Play Zoo and The Living Coast. Guests can also explore Big Cats and
Hamill Family Wild Encounters along with paid attractions like the Carousel, Penguin Encounters and virtual reality Elf Power experience. Animal visibility
is not guaranteed and may vary in outdoor habitats depending on weather. 

Holiday Magic continues weekly, Thursday through Sunday, until Dec. 21. New this year, Holiday Magic will extend into the new year, remaining
open daily from Dec. 26 through Jan. 4. Brookfield Zoo Chicago members receive free admission and North Gate parking on Holiday Magic dates.
Guests are reminded that the zoo will be closed on Christmas Day. Holiday Magic tickets and additional information are available now
at brookfieldzoo.org/HolidayMagic. 

Spotted: Amur Leopard Cubs Make Their Public Debut at
Brookfield Zoo Chicago

The World's Rarest Big Cats Explore New Habitat, Ready to Meet Zoo Guests 
There’s double the reason to roar with excitement at Brookfield Zoo Chicago. Two Amur leopard cubs, the world’s rarest big cats, are now out and about
for guests to see. Born on July 14 to first-time mom Mina (MEE-nuh), the playful sisters are explor-
ing their outdoor habitat and ready to delight zoo goers with their playful personalities. 

Each day brings new adventures for the 4-month-old sisters, who were spotted pouncing on each
other in piles of leaves and climbing branches under Mina’s watchful eye. Amur leopards are agile
and stealthy climbers, often resting on rocky ledges or in trees to keep watch for prey and stay hid-
den from potential threats. 

“The cubs are bold, curious and love to climb, already getting comfortable on the upper rocks in
their new habitat,” said Racquel Ardisana, associate director of Carnivore Care and Conservation at
Brookfield Zoo Chicago. “There are a lot of new sights, sounds and scents for them to take in.
When one initially came to explore the habitat’s ground level, she hissed while pawing at the
grass – a texture she’s seeing for the first time!” 

Prior to their public debut, the cubs have been growing, tumbling and pouncing behind the scenes
under the care and close observation of the zoo’s dedicated animal care staff. Their comfort and
confidence with climbing new structures was an important development milestone to prepare them
for their debut. 

The cubs mark a rare and important addition to the species’ global population, which is believed to
be less than 100 animals total in the wild. The cubs are the first litter for 6-year-old Mina and a sig-
nificant milestone in the zoo's ongoing efforts to help save one of the world’s most endangered big
cats from extinction. This supports the Association of Zoos and Aquariums’ (AZA) Species Survival
Plan working to maintain healthy and genetically diverse populations of threatened and endangered
species in accredited facilities. 

Native to the forests of eastern Russia, their ultra-thick coats and long tails help them stay warm in
winter, making Chicago feel a lot like home. The cubs may be visible intermittently throughout the
day this winter as they continue to explore and adjust to their new environment at the zoo’s Big
Cats Walkway, near the entrance to Desert’s Edge. During the zoo’s upcoming evening hours for Holiday Magic, guests will have an opportunity to see
the cubs’ father Sasha, who was born at Brookfield Zoo Chicago in 2020 and is known to hide amongst the habitat’s rocky facade. 

The cubs are not yet named, but fans won’t have to wait long to find out – follow Brookfield Zoo Chicago on social media for the upcoming name reveal.
In the meantime, guests and supporters can contribute to the ongoing care of Mina and her cubs through the zoo’s Adopt an Animal Program and Wildlife
Conservation Fund. Donations help support critical conservation work at Brookfield Zoo Chicago and beyond.

Photo credit – © Brookfield Zoo Chicago.



ComEd Announces Upcoming Low-Income Discount as
Latest Program to Assist with Rising Energy Costs 

Newest Affordability Measure Offers Income-Eligible Customers
Percentage-Based Discounts on Monthly Electric Bills

ComEd has announced the upcoming launch of its Low-Income Discount (LID) Program as part of efforts to help customers manage increasing energy
costs. The LID Program, available Jan. 1, 2026, is intended to provide qualifying income-eligible customers with a percentage-based discount on their
monthly electric bill based on income level. 
LID is created in alignment with the Illinois Climate and Equitable Jobs Act, and is part of ComEd’s commitment

to affordability and customer support. With energy costs increasing up to 15% for the average residential customer,
the aim of LID is to offer bill relief to income-eligible customers to help make energy costs more manageable. 
“The launch of ComEd’s LID comes at a time when customers are feeling the burden of this past year’s bill

increases,” said Gil Quiniones, president and CEO of ComEd. “This new program brings long term relief for those
who can least afford to pay and it will help them afford service as energy costs continue to rise.”
Discounts under ComEd’s LID will be divided into five tiers to give the greatest savings to those most in need. This system is designed to reduce the

energy burden for these individuals to 3-6% of household income. Bill savings per customer will be based on average use within a residential service
delivery class and will vary by income tier.
“ComEd understands that rising energy costs affect many of the 9 million people we serve in northern Illinois territory. That’s why we constantly look to

enhance solutions for customers who are behind or at risk of falling behind on their energy bills,” said Ajit Apte, senior vice president, Customer
Operations, ComEd. “Since October 2024, customers have been preapproved for LID by visiting local action agencies (LAAs) across Illinois and applying
for and receiving state energy assistance programming, like LIHEAP and PIPP.”
The announcement was hosted by the Community Action Partnership of Lake County which is one of the many LAAs across Illinois that administer

LIHEAP.
“Over the decades, Community Action Partnership of Lake County has collaborated with ComEd to ensure that income-eligible customers receive electricity

bill payment assistance through LIHEAP and other energy cost savings programs,” said Mary Lockhart White, executive director and CEO of Community Action
Partnership of Lake County. “We encourage every eligible household to take advantage of this new Low-Income Discount Program opportunity.”
For ComEd customers to be approved for one of the first four tiers of LID, they must also have been approved for LIHEAP dating back to October

2024. For customers who haven’t enrolled in LIHEAP, ComEd encourages them to visit their LAA to begin the enrollment process for LIHEAP and/or LID.
Customers with incomes up to 300% of the Federal Poverty Level (those who do not qualify for LIHEAP) are still eligible to participate in LID. These

customers can enroll by visiting their local LAA now or, starting Jan. 1, 2026, self-enrolling through ComEd’s Smart Assistance Manager tool at
ComEd.com/SAM.
Upon qualifying, customers will receive LID for up to 24 months, based on their enrollment date, without the need to reapply. Those approved for LID

will see a line item on their ComEd bill labeled “Low-Income Discount” as early as January 2026.
“Families are facing affordability issues for everyday essentials, from groceries to electricity bills. That's why we, as leaders with Community Organizing

and Family Issues (COFI) and POWER-PAC IL, organized around the creation of the Low-Income Discount Program and are excited for the relief it will
give eligible ComEd customers,” said Michelle Morton, a parent leader with COFI and POWER-PAC IL. “Having this discount means families and neigh-
bors in my community will have some extra cash to help them cover the rising costs of food, rent and more. We urge all electricity utilities within the state
of Illinois, regardless of size, to take note and implement programs like this that help families keep the lights on in their homes.”
For more information about ComEd’s Low-Income Discount Program, visit ComEd.com/LID.

ComEd’s Other Customer Support Programs
LID is ComEd’s latest program to provide relief to customers with past-due balances and help them manage energy use to save money on future bills.
Earlier this year, in anticipation of rising energy bills, ComEd launched a $10 million Customer Relief Fund which, when fully disbursed, is projected to
support more than 30,000 customers who are behind in their energy bills.
So far this year, ComEd has helped connect nearly 190,000 customers to more than $94 million in financial assistance and other relief, along with help-

ing hundreds of thousands of customers save more than $12 billion on their electric bills since 2008 through the award-winning ComEd Energy Efficiency
Program. For information about all of ComEd’s bill-support programs, visit ComEd.com/PaymentAssistance.

Over $803 Million Coming to ComEd Customers
Payment Created by Climate and Equitable Jobs Act to Protect Customers 

ComEd has announced that over $803 million will be returned to customers under the framework established in Illinois’ Climate and Equitable Jobs Act
(CEJA) enacted in 2021, which requires nuclear plants to pay customers when prices are high. ComEd residential and commercial customers can expect
to benefit from these funds in the form of bill credits, with the average residential customer expected to receive approximately $13 a month, depending on
usage, over the first five months of the year.
The funds are being returned as part of the CEJA’s Carbon Mitigation Credit (CMC) Program that provided price support to select Illinois nuclear units

that were scheduled to be closed. Importantly, that statute protected ComEd customers from over paying in the event that federal policymakers also
stepped up to support nuclear generation.
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The 2021 CEJA law created the CMC Program to support carbon-free nuclear generation facilities and in return, provide an adjustment to ComEd cus-
tomers if energy prices exceed the agreed-upon price determined in CEJA. The CMC Program is in effect for five years, through 2027, and can result in a
credit or a charge depending on energy prices.
“ComEd will always advocate on behalf of our customers and we are encouraged to see significant savings being passed through to them as a result of

Illinois’ leadership in clean energy policy,” said Gil Quiniones, president and CEO of ComEd. “Thanks to the foresight and leadership of Gov. Pritzker and
the Illinois General Assembly, CEJA puts our customers on a path to a cleaner future while upholding our commitment to ensuring sustainability and
affordability.”
The savings from the $803 million in credits reported on the nuclear generators’ tax returns will automatically reduce what customers pay and no action

is required by customers to receive the credit. 
While future prices cannot be forecast with certainty, the CMC Program is expected to continue providing credits, based on market prices, for at least

another year, helping to offset supply cost increases and support families during periods of economic uncertainty.

ComEd Partners with Clean Energy Developers on
$10 Million Utility Low-Income Grant Program 

New, Five-Year Collaboration Offers Bill Credit Grants to
Qualified Low-Income ComEd Customers from Community Solar Projects

ComEd, BAP Power LLC (operating as Cenergy) and ESP Solar LLC (ESP) has announced a landmark, five-year collaboration on a low-income grant
program valued at up to $10 million for income-eligible ComEd customers. The grants will be delivered as utility bill credits to preselected ComEd cus-
tomers who meet specific criteria, including qualifying for a Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) Grant.
“Everyone should have access to safe, reliable, and affordable electricity, which is why ComEd remains committed to supporting all our customers, par-

ticularly those who are struggling most,” said Gil Quiniones, president and CEO of ComEd. “By working with renewable energy leaders like Cenergy and
ESP, we can expand access to solar benefits while providing substantial, targeted relief to income-eligible customers who have past-due balances. This
long-term commitment is an outgrowth of our mission to power lives and strengthen communities across northern Illinois.”
Funding for the grants will be derived from Cenergy and ESP’s community solar projects located primarily within the ComEd service territory. For

instance, a few initial projects are located in Kankakee County, Dekalb County and Livingston County. The program structure ensures that a significant
portion of the projects' financial value is directly passed through to low-income participants in the form of utility bill credits.
“Cenergy is deeply committed to ensuring that the benefits of clean power generation flow through to local communities in meaningful ways, and we are

excited to collaborate with ComEd and ESP on this low-income grant program,” said William Pham, CEO of Cenergy.
“This partnership with ComEd is a blueprint for how renewable energy developers can make a direct, tangible impact on energy equity,” said Rodolfo

Hernandez, manager of ESP. “This program is consistent with our mission to benefit low-income households with our projects.”
ComEd will receive the grant funds annually from Cenergy and ESP, reach out directly to eligible customers on the qualifications to apply and apply bill credits to

the accounts of customers who consent to participate. This streamlined process ensures maximum impact and efficiency in delivering the assistance.
ComEd’s participation in Cenergy and ESP’s Low-Income Grant Program is the energy company’s latest effort move to provide relief to customers deal-

ing with high energy bills. In June, ComEd launched a $10 million Customer Relief Fund that is expected to help more than 30,000 eligible customers who
are behind on their energy bills. This fund acts as a bridge low-income discount (LID), which will enable qualifying income-eligible customers to receive a
percentage-based discount on their monthly electric bill determined by income level. So far this year, ComEd has helped connect over 144,000 customers
with more than $74 million in grants and other bill support. For information on ComEd’s bill-assistance options, visit ComEd.com/EnergySavings.

ComEd No. 1 in U.S. in Providing Reliable Electric Service
to Customers, Benchmarking Shows

Investments in Grid Produce Nation’s Top Reliability
In a benchmark study of ComEd, compared to similar utilities, the utility was ranked number one in terms of how low the frequency and duration of out-
ages were for customers. Recent metrics that reflect the frequency of outages for ComEd customers have improved by more than 50% compared to 2012
and earlier. Additionally, metrics that reflect the duration of outages have improved by approximately 20% over the same timeframe, meaning customers
experience shorter interruptions when service is disrupted. 
“Our customers count on ComEd to deliver world-class reliability to meet their growing electrification needs,” said ComEd President and CEO Gil

Quiniones. “Our performance on reliability and resilience is the result of targeted investments, tailored to address the growing challenges the grid faces
from extreme weather, increasing load demands and cybersecurity. We will continue to take the steps necessary for the 4.2 million customers we are priv-
ileged to serve.”
ComEd customers have seen continuous improvement in grid reliability performance in recent years. Since ComEd started smart grid improvements in

2012, it has improved overall reliability by more than 57%, helping customers avoid nearly 24.7 million customer interruptions and save more than $4.3
billion in outage-related costs. 
The panel of peer companies in the study consists of publicly held utilities that primarily serve 1 million or more customers and have transmission and

distribution operations. The primary sources of data come from multi-utility panel surveys conducted by reputable companies, regulatory reports and the
U.S. Energy Information Administration.



Loyola Medicine Announces
New President of Gottlieb Memorial Hospital

Sarah Hunter, MHA, has been appointed as the new president of Gottlieb Memorial Hospital, effective Sept. 21.

Sarah is a transformational health care executive with a deep history at Loyola Medicine. From 2012 to 2019, she held
progressive leadership roles at MacNeal Hospital, beginning as an administrative fellow and advancing to director of
Business Operations. She then served as director of Hospital Operations at Gottlieb from 2019 to 2021, where she over-
saw procedural, ancillary and community-based departments.
During that time, Sarah played a pivotal role in COVID-19
response and helped launch key health equity initiatives.

Most recently, Sarah served as chief operating officer at Northwest
Health in Valparaiso, Indiana, where she led significant growth in procedural volume, introduced new service lines and

established the system’s first residency programs. Her leadership is defined by collaboration, innovation and a deep commitment to mission-driven care.

“We are confident that Sarah’s operational expertise, her dedication to community health and her deep understanding of our organization will be instru-
mental in guiding Gottlieb into its next chapter,” said Shawn P. Vincent, president and CEO of Loyola Medicine. 

Loyola Medicine Burn Center Provides
Tips on Burn Prevention During Holiday Cooking

The holidays are a time for gathering with friends and family, giving thanks and enjoying a meal together. It can also be a time of stress and distractions
in the kitchen, which can lead to burns and fires. Over the holiday season, many people test out new recipes or cooking methods that can quickly turn
dangerous, like deep frying a turkey.

John Kubasiak, MD, regional director of Loyola Medicine's Burn Center, warns cooks to be extra cautious
around the holidays to prevent burn injuries. Loyola's Burn Center is the largest in Illinois and a regional
leader in treating adult and pediatric burns.

“During the holiday season, we see an increase in patients with burn injuries in our Emergency
Department,” said Dr. Kubasiak. “Even competent chefs can become overwhelmed in the kitchen around
the holidays, with more people in the home causing distractions, cooking for a larger group, trying out an
unfamiliar recipe or even cooking in loose clothing can lead to an accident.” 

Keeping cooking areas clean and distraction-free, avoiding loose clothing like sleeves that can catch fire
and turning pot handles to the middle of the stove can greatly minimize the risk of burns while cooking.

Deep-frying a turkey presents an even higher risk. "I’m not convinced it can be done safely based on the number of experienced chefs we see each holi-
day," said Dr. Kubasiak. "Boiling oil gets much hotter than water and when moisture from a frozen turkey hits the oil, it can splatter in all directions."

Visit a Hospital with a Burn Center for a Serious Burn
If you experience any burns this holiday season, Loyola Medicine's Burn Center can provide guidance on how to properly care for the injury to prevent
lasting damage. “Some signs that a burn might be serious include skin discoloration (especially if the skin turns white or black), swelling, loss of sensation
and burns covering a large area of the body," said Dr. Kubasiak. "If burns cover more than a hand-sized area or affect the face, eyes, hands or feet, defi-
nitely seek medical treatment."

Most physicians are not trained in advanced burn care and treating serious burns requires a multidisciplinary approach, which is why it's best to visit a
hospital or care center with a dedicated burn unit. Severe burns can cause problems that affect other parts of the body, some requiring specialized nurs-
ing or surgical care. Burn centers can also provide the physical and occupational therapy and psychosocial support needed when recovering from serious
burns.

Accidents, especially burns, can happen quickly and leave lasting effects. It’s important to remember that everyone can play a role in preventing burns
and keeping loved ones safe this holiday season.

To learn more about Loyola Medicine and the Burn Center or to schedule an appointment, visit loyolamedicine.org. 

84

NEWS FROM LOYOLA MEDICINE, A MEMBER OF TRINITY HEALTH

www.loyolamedicine.org
Sarah Hunter, MHA



Illinois Energy Companies and BBB Provide Practical Tips
to Help Prevent Utility Scams

In mid-November, northern Illinois energy providers, in cooperation with the Better Business Bureau (BBB), shared practical guidance for customers to
safeguard against fraudulent individuals impersonating utility representatives in an effort to obtain money or
personal information.
On Utility Scam Awareness Day, Wednesday, Nov. 19, ComEd, Nicor Gas, Peoples Gas and North Shore

Gas, in partnership with the BBB, were endorsing the Utilities United Against Scams (UUAS) initiative to "Slow
Down, Verify, Stop the Scam."
The aim was to encourage people to “slow down” before sharing personal or account details, “verify” the caller's identity by contacting the company

directly and “stop the scam” by reporting the activity to local authorities.
“Scammers are constantly changing tactics and often use threats or urgency to pressure customers,” said Ajit Apte, senior vice president of Customer

Operations at ComEd. “The ‘Slow Down, Verify, Stop the Scam’ framework helps customers pause and confirm suspicious requests before acting.”
The Better Business Bureau also reminds individuals and businesses to stay vigilant to imposters who will show up at homes and businesses, then

threatening to turn off utility service if payment to them is not immediately made.
“The BBB is honored to partner with ComEd and other energy providers to raise awareness about utility scams. As leaders in consumer protection, we

have a responsibility to ensure people know how to protect themselves,” said Steve J. Bernas, president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau. “The
‘Slow Down, Verify, Stop the Scam’ message is more than a slogan – it’s a strategy for safety. Together, we’re empowering consumers to recognize red
flags and take action. Education is the first line of defense.”
"Scammers are always trying new ways to trick people, but you can keep yourself safe by always slowing down and taking a moment to think,”

said Maria Bocanegra, president – Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas. “If what the person is saying doesn’t feel right or if you’re being pressured in any
way, end the conversation. Hang up the phone, close the door, don’t respond to the email. If you have any further concern, contact your utility directly.”
“Scammers are getting creative and in recent years have expanded their schemes into digital spaces like social media,” said Rich Asiyanbi, vice presi-

dent of Operations at Nicor Gas. “Slow down, verify and stop scams – it’s up to all of us to be vigilant to keep our personal and financial information safe.”
Tips to Help Identify Scam Attempts
Illinois energy companies also remind customers that they will never call or visit a home or business to pressure you into making an immediate payment
using aggressive or threatening tactics; threaten to disconnect service if payment is not made within a short timeframe; ask for direct payment with a pre-
paid cash card like Green Dot, or a third-party payment app like Zelle, Cash App, QuickPay and Venmo; ask for personal information such as Social
Security or driver’s license numbers or advise banking information is needed for a refund.
If a utility field representative visits your home or business, they will wear logoed uniforms and provide identification. If contacted by phone, verify the

legitimacy of the call by requesting the caller to confirm information only you would know, such as date, amount or method of last payment.
If ever in doubt about the validity of the person calling or at your door, hang up or shut the door and call the energy company using a phone number

from a trusted source like your latest bill, or the company website or mobile app.

Nicor Gas Foundation Pledges $100,000 to
The Conservation Foundation for

Environmental Restoration and Education Programs
The Nicor Gas Foundation is making a $100,000 pledge to The Conservation Foundation, reinforcing its long-standing commitment to environmental
stewardship and community well-being. This donation will accelerate the restoration of Belrose Farm in LaSalle County and expand two signature pro-
grams that connect people and children to nature: Nature Rx and Mighty Acorns.
Belrose Farm, a 183-acre property along the Illinois River, faces significant ecological challenges from invasive species such as Reed Canary Grass

and Common Reed, which dominate 33 acres of its floodplain and wetlands. The Nicor Gas Foundation’s funding will enable GIS mapping, herbicide
application, prescribed burns and monitoring treatments to restore native plant diversity, and prepare the land for prairie and wetland species.
“As part of our ongoing commitment to create, maintain and sustain 10,000 acres of open space within our service area, we are proud to deepen our

collaboration with The Conservation Foundation,” said Wendell Dallas, president and CEO of Nicor Gas, which is affiliated with the Nicor Gas Foundation.
“This pledge supports vital restoration and educational initiatives that benefit both the environment and the residents of northern Illinois.”
For 25 years, Nicor Gas and the Nicor Gas Foundation have been champions of The Conservation Foundation, providing volunteer support and critical

resources. Nicor Gas employees have helped with conservation activities such as the DuPage River Sweep and invasive species clearing at Belrose
Farm, and the company and the foundation have donated more than $160,000 to assist the nonprofit in its efforts.
“The support of organizations with a shared commitment to the environment is what helps us carry out our mission to improve the health of our commu-

nities by preserving and restoring open space and natural lands,” said Brook McDonald, president and CEO of The Conservation Foundation. “With assis-
tance from more than 5,000 members and 500 volunteers, like employees from Nicor Gas, we have helped preserve over 35,000 acres of open space.”

To learn more about Nicor Gas and its commitment to the environment through charitable giving,
visit www.nicorgas.com/2024-impact-report.html.
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Battaglia
Eugenia Battaglia, Dec. 21, 1945-Oct. 29, 2025. Beloved wife of Frank
Joseph Battaglia. Eugenia (Jeannie) passed away peacefully at the age of
79 after a long and courageous journey with Alzheimer’s. Born and raised
in Chicago, Illinois, Eugenia lived a life filled with love, laughter and gen-
erosity.
In her late teens and 20s, she worked as a talented hairdresser, known

for her creative touch and caring nature. At the age of 21, she married the
love of her life, Frank, and together they built a home full of warmth, good
food and open arms. They loved to entertain, always bringing family and
friends together around the table. Eugenia found her greatest joy in the
kitchen – cooking, feeding and nurturing her loved ones with every meal
she made. She truly knew how to run a kitchen and how to make everyone
feel at home.
Her happiest moments were spent with her grandchildren, whom she

adored and spoiled endlessly. Her love and devotion to her family were
unmatched and will be felt for generations to come.
Loving mother of Gia Carol (Dominick) DeBartolo, Melisa Ann (James)

Kratky and Nicole Battaglia; cherished daughter of Eugene and Camile
Mormino; loving grandmother of Peter Joseph and Frank Nicholas
DeBartolo, Graysen James and Christian Joseph Kratky, and Kayla Rose
and Liliana Marie Battaglia; dear sister of Joseph (Rose) Mormino and the
late Marie Monaco (the late Joseph); beloved sister-in-law to Jomarie (Ron)
Stave, Micheal (Rose) Battaglia; loving aunt, cousin and friend to many;
laid to rest with her in-laws Joseph and Florence Battaglia.
Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home. Interment Queen of Heaven

Cemetery.
D’Amato
Mary Ann D'Amato, May 1, 1950-Nov. 24, 2025. Dearly beloved wife of the
late Frank D’Amato; loving mom of Anthony (Jim LoBianco) D’Amato and
Nicketta D’Amato; cherished nonna of Frank and Santino; dear sister of
Judy (Lee) Dolce, Anna Marie (John) Fleming and the late Joe DeCarlo;
loving aunt, cousin and friend of many. Arrangements by Carbonara
Funeral Home. Entombment Queen of Heaven Cemetery.
Del Boccio
Chester Del Boccio, June 23, 1943-Nov. 25, 2025. Dearly beloved husband
of Joann Del Boccio (nee Bartley) of 61 years; loving father of Chris Del
Boccio (Julie Dufner), Carrie (Vito) Busse, Cheri Arcara, Curt (Carol) Del
Boccio and Cindi (Ayman) Odeh; cherished grandfather of Rachael,
Dominic, Brianna, Caden, Mikaela, Caylee, Tysen, Talia and Annabella;
foster father of 19; beloved son of the late Edward and Theresa Del
Boccio; dear brother of the late Lawrence Del Boccio; loving uncle, cousin
and friend of many. Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home. Interment
private.
Garza
Josephine Garza, Aug. 26, 1929-Nov. 9, 2025. Beloved wife of the late
Roberto Garza; loving mother of Robert Garza and Jesse Garza; beloved
daughter of the late Felix and Paz Dominguez; fond grandmother of
Jessica, Judith and Robert Jr.; fond great-grandmother of Christian,
Evelina, Joslyn and Sophia; dear sister of the late Maria, Isidoro, Alberto,
Paula, Anna and Daniel; loving aunt, cousin and friend of many.
Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home. Interment Queen of Heaven
Cemetery.
Janisch
Josephine Janisch, Oct. 4, 1933-Dec. 7, 2025. Dearly Beloved wife of the
late Charles Janisch; loving mother of Chuck (the late Linda) Janisch,
Cathy (Paul) Visconti and Patrina (Emilio) Pontarelli; beloved daughter of
the late Joseph and Patrina Degliomini; cherished grandmother of Eric
Janisch (Kelly Dorsey), Erica (Brad) Florancic, Jessica Dawn, Giulia
(Joseph) Kerns, Sabrina (Justin) Orick, Giacomo (Jessica) Visconti, Valeria
(Rich) Rafael, Claudia Spinnato and Emilio (Carley) Pontarelli; great-grand-
mother of Sophia, Dylan, Veda, Ariella, Elliana, Milana, Marco, Angelo,

Dino, Giuseppe, Gia and Baby P; dear sister of the late Sarah, the late
Mary, the late Tony, the late Fran, the late Teresa and the late Frank; loving
aunt, cousin and friend of many. Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral
Home.
Martinez
Juanita Martinez, June 26, 1935-Nov. 11, 2025, 90 years old, long time res-
ident of Melrose Park, passed away peacefully on Nov. 11, 2025. Beloved
wife of Isidoro Martinez; loving mother of Juanita (Victor) Ramos, Joe
(Josephina), Mario (Dianna), Raffy Valenciano, Mary (Eduardo) Lemus,
Hector (Carmen), Sylvia Lopez, Laura Martinez, Dora (Gerardo) Burciaga
and Robert (Nancy); fond grandmother of 26; fond great-grandmother to
39; fond great-great-grandmother to five. Arrangements by Carbonara
Funeral Home. Interment Fairview Memorial Park.
Montenegro
Roberta Montenegro, June 7, 1930-Dec. 4, 2025. Loving mother of Anita
(Jose Miguel) Burciaga; cherished grandmother of Pascual Torres,
Armando Torres, Arturo Torres, Magdaleno Torres, Celsy Amparan, Roberto
Torres, Eduardo Torres, Jose Torres, Gil Torres, Juan Torres, Jaime
Burciaga and Anita Sierra; great-grandmother of 25; great-great grand-
mother of two; loving aunt, cousin and friend of many. Arrangements by
Carbonara Funeral Home. Interment Arlington Cemetery
Moraliz
Geraldine Moraliz, May 15, 1949-Dec. 5, 2025. Geraldine “Geri” Moraliz
passed away peacefully on Dec. 5 2025, surrounded by the family who
was the center of her life.
Born in Chicago to Vito and Lucy Zanzola, she spent her childhood in her

parents’ corner candy store, a place that shaped her warm personality and
taught her the value of community. As an only child, she grew up embraced
by neighbors, customers and the simple joys of connection that remained
with her throughout her life.
Geri married her husband Rick and together they shared 52 years of

devoted partnership. She worked as a beautician and was an exceptional
homemaker known for her attention to detail, her hospitality, and the love
she poured into her home and others. She raised two daughters – Kimberly
Coverly and Dana (Jason) Adams; and later found profound joy in her
seven grandchildren – Joseph, Nicco, Antonella, Anthony, Michael,
Breyana and Bryce, who were truly the heart of her world.
Her loyal companion, Ivy, was never far from her side … more than a

dog, she was a source of comfort and constant devotion.
Geri faced dementia and Parkinson’s with courage, grace and a quiet

strength that inspired her family. She was loved deeply throughout her jour-
ney and cared for with the same tenderness she had shown to others all
her life.
She will be remembered for her warmth, her loyalty and her unwavering

love for her family. She will be forever missed and forever cherished.
Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home. Interment private.
Pacheco
Nicolas Pacheco, Aug. 17, 1957-Oct. 12, 2025. Devoted husband, devoted
father and an ever-so-loving grandfather. He loved his job and all he want-
ed was to be able to go back and continue to make his co-workers laugh
by cracking jokes and dancing for them daily. However, he got called home
to be with God and gained his wings Oct. 12, 2025. His mission in life was
to bring joy to others and help out as many people as he could.
Therefore, we kindly ask that you please help keep his memory alive by

helping others in need as much as you can. May he rest up there, while we
continue his mission and legacy down here on this Earth of helping others.
Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home. 
Plunkett
Jimmie Lee Plunkett Jr., July 29, 1956-Sept. 27, 2025, passed away
peacefully at his home on Sept. 27, 2025. Jimmie was preceded in death
by his parents Jimmie Lee Plunkett Sr. and Vivian Plunkett, by his brother

Obituaries
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Timothy Plunkett and sister Linda Plunkett; Jimmie is survived by his chil-
dren – Zachary Plunkett and Callea Plunkett, and by his siblings – Bill
Urban, Jerry Plunkett, Kenneth Plunkett, Glenn Plunkett, Brenda Brady,
Steven Plunkett, Ronald Plunkett, Craig Plunkett and Joelann Berg; Jimmie
was a cherished uncle, cousin and friend of many. Arrangements by
Carbonara Funeral Home.
Roberto
Filippo Roberto, March 7, 1941-Oct. 25, 2025. Dearly beloved husband of
Anna Maria Roberto; loving father of Michael (the late Josephine) Roberto,
Angela (Carlo) Sciullo, Vito (Shirleen) Roberto and Gino (Claudia) Roberto;
beloved son of the late Michele Roberto and Angela Tatone; cherished
nonno of Krystina (Preston Sr.) Cozzie, Dianna (Lucas Sr.) Nosek,
Benjamin (Courtney) Sciullo, Anthony Roberto, Joseph Roberto, Michele
Roberto, Annamaria ( Fiance Zach Larabee) Roberto, Emma Roberto,
Romina Roberto and Enzo Roberto; bis nonno of Lucas Jr., Audrey, Hailee,
Preston Jr., Parker, Elliott, Mila, Marleigh and Dakota; cherished brother of
Isabella, Francesca, Anna, Vincenzo and Francesco; proud uncle to many
nieces and nephews in Italy and United States; loving brother-in-law and
friend of many. Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home. Interment
Queen of Heaven Cemetery.
Scrivani
Andrew J. "Rick" Scrivani, Nov. 14, 1947-Nov. 4, 2025. Dearly beloved hus-
band of Matilde Scrivani (nee Rocha); loving father of Nicholas (Katie)
Scrivani, Samuel (Christy) Scrivani and Anthony (Amy) Scrivani; beloved
son of the late Richard and Santa Scrivani; cherished grandfather of
Allison, Joseph, Coralie, Gwendolyn, Hannah, Maddie, Ryan, Adayla and
Avelyn Scrivani; dear brother of Antionette and Mary; loving uncle, cousin
and friend of many. Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral Home. Interment
private.
Tinucci
Dennis Erwin Tinucci, Feb. 5, 1943-Nov. 10, 2025. Beloved son of the late
Mary and George Tinucci; dear brother of Donald (Jeanne) Tinucci; cher-
ished uncle of Talia and Dionna; Arrangements by Carbonara Funeral
Home. Interment Queen of Heaven Cemetery.

Now Open at
1515 N. 25th Ave., Melrose Park

Remembering a Loss
Joseph James Loss was born in Melrose Park on Aug. 23, 1949, and
went to his heavenly home on Oct. 5, 2025. Joe
was raised on 24th Avenue upstairs from his
maternal grandparents Englisina Milani (nee)
Moretti and Amadeo, with his three aunts Nancy
Fabiani, Gloria Lyko and Mary Markese, and one
uncle, John Milani, by his mother and father,
Caroline and Edward Loss. Joe attended
Christian Assembly Church on 20th and Division
from birth, His parents and other siblings moved
to Bellwood when Joe was 9. He attended
Proviso West High School and graduated in 1967.
He attended Illinois State University and become a beloved founding
member of Theta Rho Chapter of Sigma Nu Fraternity. He taught histo-
ry at Proviso West for two years and then went on to Louis University
of Law and received his Juris Doctor Degree. Joe was a brilliant and
respected attorney in comp law – first at the law firm of Serpico and
Provenzano, and then a senior partner with his close friend Louis
Pavone of Loss and Pavone Attorneys for 40 years. Joe loved his big
Italian family consisting of four sisters – Michele DeSantis, Cindy
O’Connor, Karen DelBoccio and Julie Betori; one brother – Edward
Loss; and their wonderful spouses, nieces and nephews, great-nieces
and nephews; and so many cousins; he was very proud of all of his
family. Joe was married and had three children, A voracious reader, his
favorite book being his bible that he took anywhere and everywhere.
He was a great sports enthusiast, loving golf the most, and he loved
telling a good joke or great story. He also loved to travel and was a ter-
rific cook of Italian foods, and always enjoyed a good cigar.
Joe had the kindest heart and was always eager to help anyone who

needed it. He will always and forever be loved and remembered by his
family, and all who were lucky to know him. 

Joseph James Loss
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TheROSE Wants to Hear
Your Story ...

We want to provide readers with helpful information and
highlight local individuals, organizations, businesses or special events

that make Melrose Park a unique and thriving community!
Do you know any interesting people in town who are worthy of recognition?

Is there great news about an organization or business that you are involved with
that you want others to know about?

If you answered “Yes,” then we want your story!
Please send all your exciting details by direct mail to:

The Rose c/o The Village of Melrose Park • 1000 N. 25th Ave. • Melrose Park, IL 60160
Or you can send an email to TheRose@melrosepark.org.

Please include your name and a phone number that’s best to reach you at.


