Vote by Mail
March 17, 2026 Primary Election
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| IMPORTANT Postmark Changes

'Ir

Returning Your Mail Ballot?
USPS Postmark Rules have
Changed!

Wh >> PREVIOUSLY:
at you Mail was postmarked the day you dropped it
need to know. in the mailbox.
>> NOT ANY MORE!
Mail is now postmarked the day it is processed

at the post office, sometimes days later.

MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT!

DON'T RISK A LATE POSTMARK!

_ % Go to the post office counter and request a
Easy Options To hand-stamped postmark -

Cast Your Mail cookcountyclerk.com/USPS-Locations
Ballot ¥ Starting March 2:
You may drop off your mail ballot at any of
- the 55 secure drop box locations throughout
suburban Cook County -

cookcountyclerk.com/MBdropbox



READY TO USE SOCIAL MEDIA COPY FOR MAIL BALLOT / USPS POSTMARK CHANGE

General Post:

Planning to vote by mail? A USPS postmark change means ballots mailed close to Election
Day could be postmarked late and not counted. Return your ballot as early as possible or
use an official Cook County Clerk’s Office drop box. Go

to www.cookcountyclerk.com/MBdropbox

Short / X-Friendly:

Vote-by-mail reminder: New USPS postmark rules mean waiting too long to mail your ballo

t could put it at risk. Return it early or use a drop
box. www.cookcountyclerk.com/MBdropbox

Newsletter / Website Blurb (Short)

Vote-by-Mail Reminder: A new USPS postmark policy could impact whether ballots are cou
nted if they are mailed close to Election Day. Cook County Clerk Monica Gordonisr
ecommending that voters return mail ballots early or use an official ballot drop box. Go

to www.cookcountyclerk.com/MBdropbox

Newsletter / Email Blurb (Expanded)

Voters planning to vote by mail should be aware of a recent USPS postmark policy change
that could affect the timely counting of ballots. Because postmarks now reflect when mail
Is processed — not when it is dropped off — ballots mailed close to Election Day could be
postmarked late and rejected. Cook County Clerk Monica Gordon is encouraging suburba
n voters to return mail ballots early, request a postmark at a post office, or use an official b
allot drop box beginning March 2. www.cookcountyclerk.com/MBdropbox
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