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Public Information
Regarding

Resident Safety
Outdoor Warning System

Melrose Park has a siren warning system at multiple locations throughout the community. The sys-
tem consists of several sirens strategically located throughout the village and is
intended to provide outdoor warning of impending danger. You may only hear
the sirens if you are outside. Please review the following information as it
explains the function, operation and procedures associated with the Village of
Melrose Park Outdoor Warning Siren System. 
Warning System Activation
The system is designed to notify the community by alert warning and attack warning sig-
nals. the signals are standardized for outdoor warning devices by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.
Alert Warning
An alert warning signal is a three- to five-minute steady siren. This signal is used during a severe
weather emergency or funnel cloud sighting. The reporting area includes a 10-mile perimeter around
the village. The alert warning signal shall indicate to all persons to "immediately seek shelter, turn on
your radio or television and listen for essential emergency information." Please note, severe weather
watches are reports of weather conditions in which tornados could occur. The warning system is not
activated for severe weather watches.
Attack Warning
An attack warning signal is a three- to five-minute wavering siren. This signal means that an actual
attack against the United States has been detected and that the Federal Emergency Broadcast
System has been activated. According to federal government guidelines, this signal will be used for
no other purpose and will have no other meaning. The use of indoor warning systems is essential, as
most residents and businesses will not hear the warning system unless they are outside. An indoor
warning system includes commercial broadcast radio, television stations, cable television override
systems, tone activated radio receivers and public address systems in public buildings.
Listen for the Siren Testing the First Tuesday of Every Month at 10 a.m.
It is important that the village system be tested on a regular schedule to ensure proper operation and
to assist in educating the public to recognize the different warning signals. Testing occurs the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. Federal and state guidelines indicate that monthly warning system
tests should occur in the following manner:

• Alert warning signal (steady siren) will sound for one minute.
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• One minute of silence.
• Attack warning signal (wavering siren) will sound for one minute.

This testing procedure will establish a test pattern different from that used in an actual emergency when the signals are sounded for three to
five minutes.
Reactivation
Once it is activated, the warning sirens will not be reactivated for the same incident. The warning sirens will be reactivated for new, confirmed
incidents.
All Clear
In keeping with established policies, the village of Melrose Park will not issue the all clear for any alert or attack signals. Please monitor com-
mercial radio and television for further information.

Sheltering In Place
Should I Shelter at Home?
Taking appropriate shelter is critical in times of disaster. Sheltering is appropriate when conditions require that you seek protection in your
home, place of employment or other location when disaster strikes. Sheltering outside the hazard area could include staying with friends and
relatives, seeking commercial lodging or staying in a mass-care facility operated by disaster relief groups.
To effectively shelter, you must first consider the hazard and then choose a place in your home or other building that is safe for that hazard. For

example, for a tornado, a room should be selected that is in a basement or an interior room on the lowest level away from corners, windows, doors
and outside walls.
The safest locations to seek shelter vary by hazard. Be Informed about the sheltering suggestions for each hazard.
There may be situations, depending on your circumstances and the nature of the disaster, when it's simply best to stay where you are and

avoid any uncertainty outside by sheltering in place.
The length of time you are required to shelter may be short, such as during a tornado warning, or long, such as during a winter storm or a

pandemic. It is important that you stay in shelter until local authorities say it is safe to leave. Additionally, you should take turns listening to
radio broadcasts and maintain a 24-hour safety watch.
During extended periods of sheltering, you will need to manage water and food supplies to ensure you and your family have the required supplies

and quantities.
Guidelines for Staying Put (Sheltering In Place)
Whether you are at home, work or elsewhere, there may be situations when it's simply best to stay where you are and avoid any uncertainty
outside.
There may be circumstances when staying put and creating a barrier between yourself and potentially contaminated air outside, a process

known as "sealing the room," is a matter of survival.
Use common sense and available information to assess the situation and determine if there is immediate danger. If you see large amounts

of debris in the air, or if local authorities say the air is badly contaminated, you may want to take this kind of action.
The process used to seal the room is considered a temporary protective measure to create a barrier between you and potentially contami-

nated air outside. It is a type of sheltering in place that requires preplanning.
Additional Sheltering in Place Guidelines
• Bring your family and pets inside.
• Lock doors, close windows, air vents and fireplace dampers.
• Turn off fans, air conditioning and forced air heating systems.
• Take your emergency supply kit, unless you have reason to believe it has been contaminated.
• Go into an interior room with few windows, if possible.
• Seal all windows, doors and air vents with 2-4 mil. thick plastic sheeting and duct tape. Consider measuring
and cutting the sheeting in advance to save time.

• Cut the plastic sheeting several inches wider than the openings and label each sheet.
• Duct tape plastic at corners first and then tape down all edges.
• Be prepared to improvise and use what you have on hand to seal gaps so that you create a barrier between yourself and any contami-
nation.

• Local authorities may not immediately be able to provide information on what is happening and what you should do. However, you
should watch TV, listen to the radio or check the internet often for official news and instructions as they become available.
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